
 Teasing the Smallmouth at Newburg! 
 

 
There were nine of us that made it out to the Meeting 
on the Water on the Milwaukee River at Fireman’s 
Park in Newburg.  
 
The water level was good with great clarity. In previ-
ous trips out here I played around with various 
nymphs and off-beat flies to see what the fish were 
interested in. I never really caught much on those 
trips, and those that did bite on my offerings seemed 
more bait-sized than anything else! 
 
This time I decided to try my hand at streamers and 
flies that were more likely to tempt the smallmouth. I 
tried a size 8 Muddler Minnow first, but kept getting 
short hits on it. I was only got hookups on about one 
in four fish so I figured maybe I should go smaller. 
 
After switching to a size 12 Muddler (pictured below) I 
got hookups on about 80% of the hits!  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
When Ron Wojack moved downstream out of a nice 
shady stretch of water I moved over and slid into his spot. 
I have to thank Ron for his move because I caught three 
really nice smallies in that stretch on the Muddler. They 
ranged in size from 14” to the 17” one pictured above. 
 
Afterwards I kept wondering if I would have gotten bigger 
fish in this spot had I left that size 8 fly on my leader… 

Greg Schick’s last and biggest smallmouth, caught on a 
Muddler Minnow. 

Size 12 Muddler Minnow with a gold braid body. 
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Upper Left: Ron Wojack working in the 
shade. 
 
Above: Herb Oechler  changes his offering 
to the fish. 
 
Left: Richard Rosolek wet wades while cast-
ing with his D.R. Petty bamboo rod. 
 
Bottom: Greg Schick and Richard Rosolek 
working a nice bend at the far northern side 
of Fireman’s Park. 
 
 
As you can see from the photos, the layout 
of the river through the park didn’t provide a 
chance to get a picture of the better side of 
Ron and Herb. 
 
 
 
Many thanks to Dave Petty for these photos! 
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The last fish of the evening was landed by Al Carlson,  
 
Afterwards we headed over to No No’s restaurant for some 
beers and a late dinner. 
 
All in all, it was a fine way to end the “meeting”!! 

Smallmouth Bass Fishing on the Menominee River 
By Dick Dragiewicz 

 
My friend Bill and I fished the Menominee River for smallmouth bass with Dave Pinczkowski over a 
three day weekend in mid-August.  We launched Dave’s jet drive power drift boat at three locations 
northeast of Crivitz.  High water levels enabled us to access lots of great bass fishing spots.  This is 
the perfect fly fishing boat.  Its got lots of space and there are only two places that can tangle up your 
fly line…the anchor line and the motor.   
 
Early Friday morning the weather was cloudy, rainy, and the NOAA weather forecast said there might 
be a major thunderstorm in the Crivitz area late morning.  So we took our time getting ready to fish 
hoping the thunderstorm would pass by before we got on the water.   We launched around noontime 
and enjoyed a day with a cloudy sky, minimal winds and no thunderstorm.  Fishing and catching was 
pretty good throughout the day.  Although there were times when none of the bass that we think live in 
this river wanted to take our flies/lures.  We used poppers, streamers, plastic stuff, etc.  Bill got a tro-
phy sized 19”+ bass.  My best was an 18” bass on a homemade black foam popper. 
 
Saturday the weather forecast was 
favorable so we started earlier.  
The day was warmer and essen-
tially sunny all day.  Seemed like 
perfect bass fishing/catching 
weather.  We were wrong.  Fishing/
catching slowed down as the day 
progressed.  Fished in new places, 
used numerous flies, plastics, etc.  
Overall the day was tough fishing.  
But we did get enough bass to 
make the day worthwhile.  Good 
thing we brought along and drank 
plenty of water to keep us hydrated. 
 
Sunday was another bright sunny, 
warm and windy day.  The wind 
was really strong and made casting 
flies a real challenge.  Dave took us 
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between an island and the main shoreline that 
was somewhat sheltered from the wind.  Fishing 
was slow, although Bill did get another 19”+ bass.   
My fish were smaller.  I even had to shift to fishing 
plastics with a spinning rod because the wind was 
so strong that I wasn’t able to cast my fly rod.   
Being Sunday we left for home earlier so Bill could 
rest up for his usual day at work on Monday.  For-
tunately the PGA tournament in Sheboygan was 
taking more time than expected so our drive home 
wasn’t delayed due to heavy PGA traffic.  
 
 
 

In preparation for the trip Bill and I talked to some 
folks that had recently fished the Menominee River.   
Wanted to learn where they fished and what flies 
worked for them.  Several fishermen said the 
Boogle Bug was really productive.  The Boogle bug 
is an expensive cup faced popper with rubber legs 
and a hackle tail.  This cork bodied popper is 
painted with bright shiny, colorful, and almost inde-
structible paint.  Rumors say the paint work is good 
for at least 50 bass or being bounced off a couple of 
rocks.   
 

Unfortunately the Boogle Bug didn’t produce bass as advertised.  
Homemade foam poppers caught many more bass than the 
Boogle Bug.   And the costly Boogle Bug isn’t exempt from the 
sharp teeth of hungry pike.  A nice sized pike struck at my small 
yellow Boogle Bug and cut through my 10 pound Maxima tippet 
instantly.   In hindsight we should have bought some good beer 
instead of following the suggestions of our fishing contacts that 
advised us to get the Boogle Bug.   Oh well, that’s bass fishing! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Next time you are looking for some great bass 
fishing consider fishing the Menominee River 
with Dave Pinczkowski.  He’s been fishing the 
river for over 15 years and knows every spot 
where smallmouth bass are located.   
 
We even think he knows all the bass on a first 
name basis!   
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By Gene Rea – Taken from the Pikes Peak Flyfishers Newsletter 
 
The venerable Adams is one of those American fly patterns that can trace its origins all the way back 
to 1922, originated by Len Halladay of Michigan at the request of his close friend Charles Adams. 
 
Where the Pheasant Tail represents the nymphal stage of the Baetis, the Adams generally represents 
the adult (dun) stage of the BWO. The wonderful thing about the Adams is that it can also be used to 
represent other adult species of insects such as midges…it is that versatile. Other variations of the Ad-
ams include egg-bearing females, trailing-shuck emergers, thorax ties, and CDC-hackled Adams. Not 
too shabby for a fly that it is thought was originally tied to imitate a caddis. The original version tied by 
Len Halladay had a down wing. 

 
There are two methods presently used in the tying of the 
Adams, the traditional style with the hackle perpendicular 
to the hook shank and the parachute style with the hackle 
parallel to the hook shank wrapped around a wing-post.  
 
With the traditional style the fly actually rides above the 
surface film of the water. The fly makes minimal contact 
with the surface film as the hackle and the tail support the 
weight of the fly on the surface. I believe the fish sees a 
more distorted picture of the fly.  
 
 
 
 

With the parachute method the fly actually lays flush 
with the surface film presenting more of a natural ap-
pearance to the fish. The horizontal hackle (legs), tail 
and abdomen of the fly are supported in the surface 
film.  
 
The method you choose is dependent upon your 
personal preference, but I am an advocate of the 
parachute style for the following, and probably the 
most compelling reason… it presents a more natural 
profile of the actual insect in the surface film. 
 
The method you choose is dependent upon your personal preference, but I am an advocate of the 
parachute style for the following, and probably the most compelling reason… it presents a more 
natural profile of the actual insect in the surface film. What the fish sees is the same silhouette as pre-
sented by the natural and I believe this makes it more appealing to the fish and more effective than 
the traditional style. 
 
The traditional style has its advantages too. I think it is more practical when fishing in rougher water 
such as riffles because it tends to be a little more buoyant and it is easier to see in the rougher water. 
Since the fish doesn’t get as good of a look at the fly as they do in calmer water it makes no difference 
that it doesn’t lay flush in the film. But, in calmer water, you would do well to go with the parachute. 
 
On those days when the fish are rising to midge dries you can use a parachute Adams in sizes #20 - 
#26 with light 6X to 7X tippets and do very well on them. When the fish are feeding on the surface you 
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can throw a #20 - #22 parachute Adams with a smaller emerger dropped off the bend that rides just 
under the surface film. I call this double jeopardy…regardless of whether the fish are on dries or 
emergers you have it covered. 
 
As always…remember to de-barb your hooks! You will be helping the fish, and it will be a lot easier to 
remove that fly from your ear lobe when there is no barb. Tight Lines! 
 

 
 
 

This book contains new flies and old stand-
bys from one of Umpqua Feather Mer-
chant’s top-selling fly designers, Pat Dorsey 
with 500 step-by-step photos of 24 proven 
patterns for the most demanding trout. 
 
Patterns for streams across the country, not 
just tailwaters; includes nymphs, emergers, 
and dry flies that imitate mayflies, midges, 
stoneflies, and caddis. 
 
Detailed information on how to fish the pat-
terns with over 30 rigging illustrations from 
artist Dave Hall. Hardcover 

“End of Fishing Season Sale” and Other Stuff 
 

It’s time to come back indoors again!  Come and join us at Yester Years Pub and Grill on Tuesday, 
September 14th. 
 
Let’s discuss the fun we had — if you can call it that — in the hot summer we’ve just experienced, and 
the places we fished.   
 
We also want your input on what direction in which we want the club to go. We’re at a fragile point and 
the membership might not be able to sustain itself for much longer.  
 
It’s also been suggested that we have an “End of Fishing Season Sale” (aka “White Elephant” sale), 
and this seems to be the ideal month to do that. 
 
The meeting will start at 7:00 pm, followed by (or concurrent with) the sale. Join us for a burger & beer 
at 6:00 and tell stories with us at the bar! 
 
 

See you at Yester Years Pub & Grill, 9427 W. Greenfield Ave., on Tuesday, Sep. 14th! 



Committees:  
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Dick Dragiewicz, 847-498-3260   obiobiobi@ameritech .net 
Greg Schick,       262-635-0522   gaschick@wi.rr.co m 
Ken Zielinski,      414-425-9077   flyyeguy@wi.rr.c om 
 
Fly Tying:  
Greg Schick,  262-635-0522        gaschick@wi.rr.co m 
 
Hatch Editor:  
Greg Schick,  262-635-0522        gaschick@wi.rr.co m 
 
Membership:  
Dave Gonzales, 262-498-0629   flytying2415@yahoo.co m 
 
Outings:  
Ken Zielinski, 414-425-9077       flyyeguy@wi.rr.co m 
 
Raffle Merchandise:  
Dave Gonzales, 262-498-0629   flytying2415@yahoo.co m 
 
Web Master:  
Frank Stetzer,  414-481-8935     stetzer@csd.uwm.ed u 

Officers / Board of Directors  
 
Greg Schick, President 
262-635-0522 
gaschick@wi.rr.com 
 
Dave Gonzales, Vice Pres. 
262-498-0629    
flytying2415@yahoo.com 
 
Frank Stetzer, Secretary  
414-481-8935 
stetzer@csd.uwm.edu 
 
Jim Johnson, Treasurer 
262-549-4868 
jjrdjohnson@yahoo.com 
 
Peter Alba, Member at Large 
262-780-6259 
Palba@Amfam.com  
 
Joe Valkoun, Member at Large 
414-481-9987 
Jcvalkoun@milwpc.com 
 
Barry Wichmann, Member at Large 
414-281-7511 
bwichmann@wi.rr.com 
 
Ron Wojack, Member at Large 
414-281-2947 
wojaxx@wi.rr.com 
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2010 CALENDAR 
 September October November 
 

Meeting 
14th 

 
Season’s first Indoor meet-
ing at Yester Years Pub & 

Grill 

 
12th 

 
9th  

    

Fly Tying 15th & 29th 13th & 27th 29th only 

Special 
Event 

   

  

    

Meeting: September through April: 7 pm Yesteryears Pub & Gri ll  9427 W. Greenfield   

Outing: See Hatch for details.  (Sign-up sheets will be at meeting previous to an outing date) 

Fly Tying: Gander Mountain, 27th St. & Rawson Ave, from 6:00 -  8:30 pm.   

    

The Hatch  is the monthly newsletter of the Milwaukee Lake & S tream Fly Fishers, an incorpo-
rated nonprofit organization affiliated with the Fed eration of Fly Fishers. 
 
Milwaukee Lake & Stream Fly Fishers meets the 2 nd Tuesday of each month at 7 p.m. at Yester-
Years Pub & Grill, 9427 W. Greenfield Ave., West Al lis, WI 
 
Meetings May through August are on the water. Read The Hatch for locations or go to our web-
site at: http://www.mlsff.org 

Send correspondence to: 
Milwaukee Lake & Stream Fly Fishers, 
P.O. Box 370668 
Milwaukee, WI 53237 

Submit contributions for The Hatch  by the 
20th of the month to: 
                       Greg Schick, Editor  
                       at: gaschick@wi.rr.com 
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 "I fish better with a lit cigar; some people fish better with talent." 
~by Nick Lyons, Bright Rivers, 1977~ 
 
 
"Somebody just back of you while you are fishing is as bad as someone looking over your shoulder 
while you write a letter to your girl." 
~by Ernest Hemingway~ 


