
 Iowa and the Driftless Region 
 

                                                                                               By Greg Schick  
 
Five of us made the trek out to Waukon, Iowa, to tease the trout in Iowa’s version of the Driftless Area; 
Barry Wichmann, his nephew Todd Wichmann, Ron Wojack, Don Putning, and myself.  We chose 
Waukon as our home base as it has the fuel and food facilities that Dorchester doesn’t. We stayed at 
the Stoney Creek Inn in Waukon — the only hotel / motel in town, by the way — and enjoyed the great 
breakfasts at the café in the “downtown” area, as well as dinner and a beer at Mulligan’s Pub.  
 
The only caution I’d give you is that if you want to 
reserve a room between May and September for a 
Saturday night, you’d better book it early! Being 
the only hotel in town, The Stoney Creek Inn fills 
up quickly with wedding guests and for other so-
cial functions like that on the calendar. 
 
We spent all of our fishing time while in Iowa on 
Waterloo Creek downstream of Dorchester. Wild 
brown trout are present throughout the entire 
length of Waterloo Creek.  

Downstream of Dorchester the brown trout popula-
tion peaks at 4000 brown trout per stream mile, the 
highest ever documented in Iowa. We split our time 
between the catch-and-release area, downstream 
of the Highway 76 bridge, and a nice stretch of wa-
ter above it.  
 
The catch and release area has both open pasture 
areas that allow easy casting as well as some high 
bank areas with some very inviting stream bends 

Camaraderie and sharing on the water; Barry checks out a 
local fisherman’s recommendations for the creek! 

Todd Wichmann checks out a nice deep hole just down-
stream of  the tractor ford in the catch-and-release area. 
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and lunker structures. You definitely have lots of 
places to play! We found one pool that looked like 
one you’d find above a beaver dam — and it had 
lots of eager rainbows in it, too! 

Todd Wichmann had a field day in that pool as he 
seemed to have a rainbow hit on his soft hackle   
offering just about every other cast! 
 
He said it was fun in two ways; first he was amazed 
at the success soft hackles were giving him, and 
second, he enjoyed it even more because he had 
tied the flies he was using. 
 
 
 

There are lot of streams in Iowa’s 
Driftless area that one could try, but I 
think we all agreed that Waterloo 
Creek was the best of the bunch. 
 
Rainbows are stocked regularly but 
the browns reproduce naturally on the 
stream. When you start thinking of 
what to do in Wisconsin when our 
trout season closes at the end of Sep-
tember, remember that Iowa’s season 
is open all year round… 
 
After we played all day Friday on the 
Waterloo, it was off to Fennimore on 
Saturday morning to play on the Big 
Green! 

Left to right it was Ron, Don, and Greg at the “beaver pool”. 
“Ready… Set… Fish!!” 

Don Putning brings a rainbow to hand in the pool 

Todd Wichmann bringing one of his many rainbows in that 
pool to his net. 

Ron Wojack casts to a nice slot on an outside bend in the area upstream of 
the catch-and-release section. 
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UV Pheasant Tail Nymph 
 

Hook:           TMC 3769, size 16-22 
(Alternatively, a 2457 or 2487 scud-
style hook can be used  

Bead:          Gold, sized to hook 
Rib:              Gold or red wire, sized to hook, i.e., 

either small or X-Small 
Tail:              Pheasant tail fibers 
Abdomen:    Pheasant tail fibers 
Wing case: Krystal Flash UV Pearl 
Thorax:        Peacock herl 
Wing tips:    Krystal Flash UV Pearl butts 

The Big Green remains a fisherman’s 
favorite due to the easy access and 
the nice browns that reside there. 
 
Before we started fishing we chatted 
with a gentleman from Rockford who 
mentioned he used some Pheasant 
Tail Nymphs with some success ear-
lier. He gave me the idea to try a new 
variation of the fly that I had worked 
up at home. 
 
I have this “fly tying love affair” with a 
nifty material called “UV Pearl Krystal 
Flash”. It’s emits a nice “electric blue” 
flash that seems to be very enticing to 
the fish, and I try to use it often in my 
fly patterns. 
 
I “merged” a favorite fly — the UV 
Midge — with the Flashback Pheasant 
Tail. The result was the UV Pheasant 
Tail… (catchy name, don’tcha think?) 

Above:  Barry was working an inviting slot with both soft-hackles and 
“normal” Caddis dry flies. 
Below and bottom: Two of three nice fish that fell for the UV Pheasant Tail. 
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Mike Miller’s Eco-Logic Fly Fishing Workshop Summar y 
By Dick Dragiewicz 

 
On Saturday, May 8th members of Chicago based NIFT and Milwaukee Lake & Stream’s Dick 
Dragiewicz, Chris Rees and a buddy of his from La Crosse  met at the West Fork Sportsman’s Club in 
Avalanche, Wisconsin for this workshop.   We were joined by major supporters of the West Fork 
Sportsman’s Club Bob, Roger and June Widner. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The purpose of the workshop was to learn about trout stream ecology (geography, stream health, in-
vertebrates, electro-shocking of fish, fly patterns, and angling opportunities) through hands on activi-
ties. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
After Mike’s introduction to the day’s schedule some of us waded into the West Fork of the Kickapoo 
River and collected samples of the stream’s invertebrates (Mike refers to them as “inverts”).  The col-
lection of “inverts” were placed in shallow trays and allowed to settle.  After a few minutes the “inverts” 
started moving around the trays.  With plastic spoons we relocated the living bugs to the compart-
ments in ice cube trays.  The “inverts” were sorted by types.  The assortment of bugs included several 
types of mayfly larva, large and small stonefly larva, net spinning caddis larva, scuds aka fresh water 
shrimp, crayfish, midge larva, damselfly larva, crane fly larva, and aquatic worms.  While in the stream 
Mike picked up several rocks and showed us some cased caddis larva, net spinning caddis filters, 
scuds, etc.   We also looked at water clarity through a long clear plastic tube, that’s what Marty is do-
ing in the photo on the next page.  
 



After sorting the “inverts” we did some arithmetic to measure the health of the West Fork of the Kicka-
poo River.  It scored Good to almost Excellent.  This is a very positive sign that the river is healthy. 
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After a discussion on our findings we went back to the river.  Mike was going to electro-shock and net 
some fish for us.  Using a small backpack electro-shocking device that’s powered by a motorcycle bat-
tery he shocked numerous brown trout and a couple of brook trout.  All the fish looked well fed and 
healthy.   A couple of the brown trout were temporarily placed in water filled ZipLoc plastic bags for us 
to view close up and dream about catching some in the future. 

In summary, Mike Miller showed us how to look at a stream and evaluate its health based on the vari-
ety and numbers of bugs (“inverts”) found in the water, the geographic distribution of trout streams in 
Wisconsin, the impact of current land use near streams/rivers, a brief history of land use in Wisconsin 
that severely damaged many trout streams and the work that has been done to help them recover. 
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Mike’s shared with us some of his favorite fly patterns and the recipes to tie them.  He told us about 
the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources trout map website and the wealth of information is 
has: http://dnr.wi.gov/fish/species/trout/streammaps.html    
 
He wished us lots of success in our Wisconsin trout stream fishing endeavors. 
 
It was a terrific learning experience that all of us enjoyed.  We appreciated all of Mike’s efforts to edu-
cate us on trout stream health and all the trout fishing opportunities that exist in Wisconsin. 
 
Mike we all thank you for a great learning experience.    
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Our June 8th meeting will be an “On The Water” event and the theme will be our Second Annual One-
Fly Contest. 
 
The fishing site will be Hubbard Park on the Milwaukee River. See the map below to find the spot.  
 
The full “rules” and particulars can be found on the next page of this issue. 



2nd Annual One-Fly Fishing Contest! 
 

For Milwaukee Lake & Stream Fly Fishers members and  guests 
 
It’s on again! The  “One-Fly Fishing Contest” is coming to the Milwaukee River near you! The rules are 
simple. Each registered contestant is allowed to use only one fly for the contest. Official fishing ends 
when the contestant’s registered fly finally shreds and disintegrates after catching fish or is lost to a 
tree, weeds, rocks or the pike that bites through your tippet, etc. The winner will be the contestant that 
catches and releases the most fish inches. Fish inches means the aggregate length of all the fish 
caught and released during the contest. 
 

· Grand Prize is one Kopp’s Custard Specialty Sundae (choice of available flavors) 
· Second Prize is two scoops of Kopp’s Custard in a waffle cone (choice of available flavors) 
· Third Prize is one scoop of Kopp’s Custard in a regular cone (choice of available flavors) 
· Last place prize is an empty Kopp’s waffle cone (no choice of flavors) 

 
All prizes will be awarded immediately after the contest at the Kopp’s location in Glendale. 

 
 
Date: Tuesday, Jun  8th, 2010 
Time: Fishing officially starts at 5:30 P.M. The contest ends at 7:30 P. M. 
 
Registration: Contestants can start registering at 4:45 P.M. Registration will continue 
until 6:30 P.M. 
 
Entry Fee: A copy of the fly the contestant will be using during the contest. All entry 
fee flies will be donated to a charitable organization. 
 
Location: Anywhere on the Milwaukee River that is within wading distance of Hubbard 
Park. 
 
Measurements: Contestants that bring their own measuring device will receive 12 bonus points/
inches. 
 
Suggested measuring devices include a wooden 12-inch ruler (like you used in school), or for the 
really skilled fisherman, a wooden yardstick from your local hardware store. Either one works best 
when it has a long string attached that’s fastened to your wading belt so it doesn’t float away while 
landing those big bass and pike. The measuring device will be inspected at time of registration to en-
sure that it is accurate and doesn’t distort the measurements. Rulers will be available for those folks 
that need one. 
 
Fly Choice: Any one of your favorite fly patterns will be allowed. Only one fly may be 
used during the contest. Contestants found using multiple flies or non-registered 
patterns will be disqualified from the contest. 
 
More Rules: Additional rules or rule modifications maybe implemented up to the start of registration. 
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Committees:  
 
Education:  
Dick Dragiewicz, 847-498-3260   obiobiobi@ameritech .net 
Greg Schick,       262-635-0522   gaschick@wi.rr.co m 
Ken Zielinski,      414-425-9077   flyyeguy@wi.rr.c om 
 
Fly Tying:  
Greg Schick,  262-635-0522        gaschick@wi.rr.co m 
 
Hatch Editor:  
Greg Schick,  262-635-0522        gaschick@wi.rr.co m 
 
Membership:  
Dave Gonzales, 262-498-0629   flytying2415@yahoo.co m 
 
Outings:  
Ken Zielinski, 414-425-9077       flyyeguy@wi.rr.co m 
 
Raffle Merchandise:  
Dave Gonzales, 262-498-0629   flytying2415@yahoo.co m 
 
Web Master:  
Frank Stetzer,  414-481-8935     stetzer@csd.uwm.ed u 

Officers / Board of Directors  
 
Greg Schick, President 
262-635-0522 
gaschick@wi.rr.com 
 
Dave Gonzales, Vice Pres. 
262-498-0629    
flytying2415@yahoo.com 
 
Frank Stetzer, Secretary  
414-481-8935 
stetzer@csd.uwm.edu 
 
Jim Johnson, Treasurer 
262-549-4868 
jjrdjohnson@yahoo.com 
 
Peter Alba, Member at Large 
262-780-6259 
Palba@Amfam.com  
 
Joe Valkoun, Member at Large 
414-481-9987 
Jcvalkoun@milwpc.com 
 
Barry Wichmann, Member at Large 
414-281-7511 
bwichmann@wi.rr.com 
 
Ron Wojack, Member at Large 
414-281-2947 
wojaxx@wi.rr.com 
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2010 CALENDAR 
 June July August 
 

Meeting 
8th 

“On the Water” 
Hubbard Park 

 
2nd Annual  

One-Fly Contest 

13th 
“On the Water” 
Location TBA 

10th 
“On the Water” 
Location TBA 

    

Fly Tying none none none 

    

  

    

Meeting: September through April: 7 pm Yesteryears Pub & Gri ll  9427 W. Greenfield   

Outing: See Hatch for details.  Sign-up sheets will be at m eeting previous to outing date. 

Fly Tying: Gander Mountain, 27th St. & Rawson Ave, from 6:00 -  8:30 pm.   

    

The Hatch  is the monthly newsletter of the Milwaukee Lake & S tream Fly Fishers, an incorpo-
rated nonprofit organization affiliated with the Fed eration of Fly Fishers. 
 
Milwaukee Lake & Stream Fly Fishers meets the 2 nd Tuesday of each month at 7 p.m. at Yester-
Years Pub & Grill, 9427 W. Greenfield Ave., West Al lis, WI 
 
Meetings May through August are on the water. Read The Hatch for locations or go to our web-
site at: http://www.mlsff.org 

Send correspondence to: 
Milwaukee Lake & Stream Fly Fishers, 
P.O. Box 370668 
Milwaukee, WI 53237 

Submit contributions for The Hatch  by the 
20th of the month to: 
                       Greg Schick, Editor  
                       at: gaschick@wi.rr.com 
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"The difference between fly fishers and worm dunkers is the quality of their excuses."  
    ~Anonymous 

 

 "An angler is a man who spends rainy days sitting around on the muddy banks of rivers doing nothing be-
cause his wife won't let him do it at home."  
Author Unknown 


