
 By Greg Schick 
 

The day was just perfect! Mild temperatures and sunny skies! Of course, that’s not exactly what one 
would want if you were hoping for a Blue Wing Olive hatch, mind you… It didn’t matter though as the 
day was fun — and quite encouraging, as far as the stream’s future goes! 
 
I met up with Brad Eaton from Chicago in the parking area on Snow Bottom Rd. and we chatted with a 
spin fisherman for a bit before heading upstream. At about the same time I was checking out the new 
wide road cut into the weeds and saplings, Frank Stetzer and Steve Krakow were heading towards the 
water on a downstream approach from Bluff Rd. 
 
The water level was just a bit lower than usual and clear. Made the fish a bit spooky, but they were still 
“catchable”. How did I do?? A full-house…. Browns over rainbows!  A couple of them were a little 
smaller than I would have liked, but beggars can’t be choosers you know. 
 
Frank told me that he 
and Steve saw some 
fish and had small ones 
tease their flies before 
they broke for lunch and 
headed for the parking 
area at Snow Bottom 
Rd.  
 
By the time they got 
down to the bridge, they 
said the water was off-
colored and muddy. 
 
After we last fished this 
stream in April, the 
Harry and Lora Nohr 
Chapter of Trout Unlim-
ited had organized and 
carried out a huge 
stream rebuilding pro-
ject. 

Midges seemed to be the popular fly for the day. This brown took a modified Jujubee Midge 
pattern.  
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The folks from Trout Unlimited did a fantastic job of reworking the streambanks and the ground adja-
cent to the river. The banks were sloped back to prevent the massive collapses seen previously, and 
then blended back towards the wooded slopes. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The picture above is where the old first stile upstream from Snow Bottom Rd. had been. You can see 
how the banks have been reworked and the how the ground on the left side of the photo has been re-
contoured . There used to a bunch of scrub trees and other useless woody growth in the area covered 
by straw behind Brad. 
 
Here’s a reverse view 
of the same section of 
the stream. 
 
The area is now wide 
open, with all the 
scrub trees removed. 
The area has been 
seeded and should be 
green and stable by 
next spring. 
 
The muddy water that 
Frank saw at Snow 
Bottom Rd after lunch 
was the result of a 
couple of TU folks do-
ing some watering of 
the seeded banks and 
some brush moving 
work with some heavy 
equipment. 
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This upstream section of the 
stream didn’t get blown out by the 
floods from last year, and you can 
see the lunker structure on the left 
is still in place. 
 
Brad managed to tease out a cou-
ple of trout with nymphs in that 
stretch. 
 
The stream is narrower here than 
down in the “reconstructed” area. 
The flow is a bit higher due to the 
constriction, with the water level 
varying from mid-calf to knee 
deep.  
 
The fish varied from teasing to 
tempting. 

Next year when you go fishing on the 
Blue River, remember all of the work 
that Trout Unlimited put in on the stream 
restoration. 
 
In talking with the project manager, he 
said that some of the  Harry and Lora 
Nohr Chapter members don’t even fish!  
 
They enjoy the stream conservation 
work and work parties, giving us prime 
fishing spots and habitat in the process. 
 
The fish have friends in all places... 
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Images from the Rush River 

Access on the Rush is relatively easy, and the   
fishing spots are plentiful. 

This river is a beautiful place to visit, and there 
are loads of fish to tease you, too! 



Fly Fishing Tailwaters by Pat Dorsey: 
 
Tailwaters provide extraordinary year-round fish-
ing, but you have to know how to fish them. Pat 
Dorsey is the owner of Blue Quill Anglers in Ev-
ergreen, CO, and is a very proficient tail water 
fisherman and great fly tyer. 
 
He covers how tailwaters work - how cold waters 
released from a dam affects the water, the 
aquatic life, and the fish. This book has it all: the 
hatches, the best imitation flies to use in every 
circumstance, nymphing and dry-fly tactics, all 
illustrated with drawings by artist Dave Hall and 
more than 200 color photographs. 
 
Available online from Barnes & Noble for $37.46 
($33.71 if you’re a B&N member) 
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Modern Midges by Rick Takahashi and 
Jerry Hubka: 
 
Midges may be small, but in many streams and 
lakes around the world they are the most 
important year-round food source for trout. Rick 
Takahashi and Jerry Hubka team up to provide 
readers with the most comprehensive midge pat-
tern and fishing techniques resource to date. 
 
Stunning photos and detailed illustrations show 
the life cycle of the naturals, fishing and rigging 
techniques for a wide range of waters, and over 
1,000 midge patterns. Whether you tie or buy 
your flies, this collection of cutting-edge advice 
from experts around the world will help you catch 
more fish. 
 
Available online from Barnes & Noble for $31.96. 
($28.76 if you’re a B&N member) 
 



 "Overlooked Flies" in the Driftless Area  
 

Our speaker will be Mat Wagner from The Driftless Angler fly shop in Viroqua. Mat’s presentation will 
be about the  overlooked flies in the Driftless area. Mat's extensive trout fishing knowledge comes 
from working in fly shops and guiding fishermen for 16 years.  
 
Mat and his wife, Geri, own and operate the Driftless Angler fly shop. Come to the meeting early, 
meet Mat and discuss trout fishing with him.  
 
Join us on Tuesday, October 13th, at Yester Years Pub & Grill on W. Greenfield Ave. at 7:00 pm. 
Want some extra story time? Come at 6:00 pm and join us for a burger and a beer and chat with the 
rest of us who arrive early!   
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The club position of (Grand) Outing Director, sometimes known as “god”, will soon be vacant. We are 
seeking a new volunteer for this position.  The assignment includes planning / selecting the monthly 
outing sites.   
  
There traditionally have been eight fishing outings — nine if you count the New Years Day Wine & 
Cheese party at Paradise Springs. We generally don’t do fishing events in November, December, or 
February. 
 
We do our Holiday Brunch in December and try for a trip to a fly fishing show in February. That only 
leaves November and lately we just forget about that month… 
 
Ken Zielinski has been our Grand Outing Director for about the last seven or eight years, and reluc-
tantly has to take a leave from that job due to health problems. He said he’ll be happy to give the new 
“god” hints and tips about the job, as well as some ideas of where to hold the outings.  
 

Call Greg Schick or Ken Zielinski for more information on this position. 

 
 

The club position of Program Committee Chairman will soon be vacant.  We are seeking a new volun-
teer for this position.  The assignment includes planning and coordinating the monthly meetings.   
 
There are eight indoor meetings and four outdoor meetings.  The outdoor meetings include the May 
fly casting program at Greenfield Park and the other three generally take place at a fishing location.  
The indoor meetings may have guest speakers or presentations and demonstrations by club mem-
bers.   
 

Call Greg Schick or Dick Dragiewicz for more information on this position. 
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Committees:  
 
Education:  
Dick Dragiewicz, 847-498-3260   obiobiobi@ameritech .net 
Greg Schick,       262-635-0522   gaschick@wi.rr.co m 
Ken Zielinski,      414-425-9077   flyyeguy@wi.rr.c om 
 
Programs:  
Dick Dragiewicz, 847-498-3260   obiobiobi@ameritech .net 
 
Fly Tying:  
Greg Schick,  262-635-0522        gaschick@wi.rr.co m 
 
Hatch Editor:  
Greg Schick,  262-635-0522        gaschick@wi.rr.co m 
 
Membership:  
Dave Gonzales, 262-498-0629   flytying2415@yahoo.co m 
 
Outings:  
Ken Zielinski, 414-425-9077       flyyeguy@wi.rr.co m 
 
Raffle Merchandise:  
Dave Gonzales, 262-498-0629   flytying2415@yahoo.co m 
 
Web Master:  
Frank Stetzer,  414-481-8935     stetzer@csd.uwm.ed u 

Officers / Board of Directors  
 
Greg Schick, President 
262-635-0522 
gaschick@wi.rr.com 
 
Dave Gonzales, Vice Pres. 
262-498-0629    
flytying2415@yahoo.com 
 
Frank Stetzer, Secretary  
414-481-8935 
stetzer@csd.uwm.edu 
 
Jim Johnson, Treasurer 
262-549-4868 
jjrdjohnson@yahoo.com 
 
Peter Alba, Member at Large 
262-780-6259 
Palba@Amfam.com  
 
Joe Valkoun, Member at Large 
414-481-9987 
Jcvalkoun@milwpc.com 
 
Barry Wichmann, Member at Large 
414-281-7511 
bwichmann@wi.rr.com 
 
Ron Wojack, Member at Large 
414-281-2947 
wojaxx@wi.rr.com 
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2009 CALENDAR 
 October November December 
 

Meeting 
13th 

@ Yester Years 
Pub & Grill 

10th 
@ Yester Years 

Pub & Grill 

8th 
@ Yester Years 

Pub & Grill 

    

Fly Tying 14th only 11th only 9th only 

Special 
Event  

  Holiday Brunch 
Date TBD 

  

  
 

  

Meeting: September through April: 7 pm Yesteryears Pub & Gri ll  9427 W. Greenfield   

Outing: Meet at 6:30 am at Park & Rides lots.  See Hatch fo r details.   

Fly Tying: Gander Mountain, 27th St. & Rawson Ave, from 6:00 -  8:30 pm.   

    

The Hatch  is the monthly newsletter of the Milwaukee Lake & S tream Fly Fishers, an incorpo-
rated nonprofit organization affiliated with the Fed eration of Fly Fishers. 
 
Milwaukee Lake & Stream Fly Fishers meets the 2 nd Tuesday of each month at 7 p.m. at Yester-
Years Pub & Grill, 9427 W. Greenfield Ave., West Al lis, WI 
 
Meetings May through August are on the water. Read The Hatch for locations or go to our web-
site at: http://www.mlsff.org 

Send correspondence to: 
Milwaukee Lake & Stream Fly Fishers, 
P.O. Box 370668 
Milwaukee, WI 53237 

Submit contributions for The Hatch  by the 
20th of the month to: 
                       Greg Schick, Editor  
                       at: gaschick@wi.rr.com 
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The months of October and November are salmon month s. Some of our members have already 
tried their hands on local streams for these fish. 
 
Looking for someone to go fishing with? Come to the  meeting at Yester Years on the 13th and 
hook up (pardon the pun) with others who want to do  the same thing! You might even find out 
what flies and where they’re working, too! 


