
   

Due to some computer problems, I wasn’t able to publish  
the August issue, so here are shots from our July “On The Water” meeting. 
 
We had seven club members try their hand 
at the One Fly Contest, Herb Oechler , Dick 
Dragiewicz , Al Welch , Frank Stetzer , 
Steve Krakow , Ken Zielinski , and Greg 
Schick , as well as one new/prospective 
member — Dan Prodoehl . It was rumored 
that Ralph Antczak was also there, but he 
disappeared up river before I arrived so we 
weren’t able to get a photo of him 
 
In addition to the “entry fee” of one fly identi-
cal to the one you were going to fish — 
which were donated to the veterans “Project 
Healing Waters” program — Steve Krakow 
also donated a fly box with some additional 
flies in it. Way to go, Steve!! The winner was 
determined by the number of inches of fish 
caught. 
 

Grand winner of the contest was our new mem-
ber, Dan Prodoehl , with 56” of fish. (We signed 
him up — right after he won the big frozen custard 
prize!) Second place went to Steve Krakow  with 
about 20”, and third went to Greg Schick with 12”. 
Herb Oechler almost made the podium with 8” of 
fish. It was the second fish, the little four-incher, 
that Greg caught that edged him out! 
 
After the contest closed we relocated to the Kopps 
custard & burger emporium on Port Washington 
Rd. to enjoy some “just desserts”. 

No expense was spared in preparation for the contest. Okay, so 
maybe we scrimped on the graphics a bit, but it was more than 
made up for in the ice cream prizes! 

Left—Frank, Ken and Greg discussing their tactics as they 
gear up. 
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Al Welch getting ready for the river. 

Okay, this is it… The obligatory fish picture. (And it was my 
big fish, too!) 

Dick Dragiewicz, left, our contest “director”, along with our win-
ner, Dan Prodoehl. 
 
(Dan showed his results here weren’t a fluke with a good show-
ing on the Milwaukee River at our July outing, and again up 
near West Bend where he and Steve Krakow went to tease the 
smallmouth one more time. — Ed. ) Herb Oechler, as he prepares for the contest! 
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 by Greg Schick 
 

For those of you who may not remember what the acronym “GAFIA” stands for, it’s “Get Away From It 
All” — the Wichmann fishing family reunion.  
 
For Don Putning, Barry Wichmann, Ron Wojack and myself, it was a two week fishing journey through 
South Dakota, Wyoming, a bit of Yellowstone National Park and a brief stop on the Madison River on 
our way up to Missoula, Montana. Oh yeah, after all that was over, we had to come home, too. 
 

Above from L-R: Barry, Don, Ron, & Greg just prior to     
departure from Milwaukee 

Right: First stop; Rapid Creek in SD. Way down at the bend 
Don ties on a new fly 

Below Right: Greg with a fish on at Rapid Creek, SD. 
 
Below: Greg’s Rapid Creek rainbow. 

We also took a ride over to French Creek in Cus-
ter State Park and Spearfish Creek along the 
canyon and into the city of Spearfish. French 
Creek looked inviting near the headwaters in the 
park, but bone dry farther downstream. Can’t fig-
ure where all the water went! 
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Second stop; the Tongue River in Wyoming. 
In most spots it was an easy stream to 
fish — easier than doing Black Earth Creek 
and only slightly wider. Even when there 
were willows along the banks the stream 
was wide enough to wade and cast to the 
fish without having to worry about getting 
hung up in the bushes. 

Don, Barry and Ron readying to enter the water on the 
Tongue River in WY. 

Above: Barry with a fish on at the Tongue 
 
Left: The cutthroats weren’t always big, but they always 
were fun! 

Below: This cut was 12”-13” and very brightly colored! 



Next  stop along the way, Yellowstone Nat’l Park 
and some fishing on Soda Butte Creek. The water 
was higher than it was when we were there last 
September. The flows had scoured the stream and 
rearranged the gravel, making it harder to find 
deeper pools. You had to hunt for fish out in the 
“flats”, so to speak. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Soda Butte Creek remains one of my all-time favorite streams! The fish always seem to be hungry, 
and they’ll take flies on the top or the bottom.  I used a combination of a size 14 Shop Vac (last year’s 
favorite fly) and the #14 Nick’s Soft Hackle Caddis as the “dropper”.  The bead-head Shop Vac kept 
the Soft Hackle Caddis low in the water column and the fish certainly were able to find it! 
 
I swear that one year I’m going to find a motel or cabin in Cooke City — at the northeast entrance to 
YNP — and spend a week just fishing Soda Butte Creek. It’s that much fun! 
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Above: Barry and Ron working Soda Butte Creek in sight of 
the highway. Access at this stream is fantastic — very few 
streamside obstacles to get in your way!  
 
Left: Barry crossing the stream in knee-high water. Makes 
for some good fish hiding depth! 

Below:  This 15” cutthroat fell for a size 14 Nick’s Soft 
Hackle Caddis — a pattern from Blue Ribbon Flies of West 
Yellowstone. 

Nick’s Soft Hackle Caddis  in sizes 14 
and 16 attract a lot of fish  even when 
the caddis aren’t actively hatching.  



Next, a visit to the Gallatin River and a stop on the 
Madison: 
 

 
The Gallatin is another river that is has 
tons of good spots to fish. We didn’t go 
any farther than the section in Yellow-
stone, yet we weren’t crowded or lacking 
for pools to explore. 
 
The little bend that Barry is fishing 
yielded five or six fish on four different 
flies between he and I. They certainly 
weren’t finicky! 
 
Again, the river runs right alongside the 
highway, making parking and access 
simple. 
 
 
 

After leaving the Gallatin it was time for a bit of 
lunch at a nice café / fishing resort on the Madison 
River between Hebgen and Quake Lakes.  
 
I later found out that just downstream and around 
the bend behind us was a great stretch of water 
that was easily accessible from a side road.  
 
Sometimes you need to explore a bit beyond the 
popular spots!  
 
Next on our itinerary, the lodge on the Clark Fork 
River north of Missoula... 
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Above and to the left:  Greg and Barry working a couple of 
bend on the Gallatin River. The cutthroats again fell for bead-
heads and soft hackle patterns.  
 
Below: Ron hooks into a cutthroat a couple of bends up-
stream from Greg and Barry. 



This is the lodge… When Barry 
goes hunting for a place to stay, 
he comes up with some really 
great places to hang your hat! 
 
How’s this for about $50 a 
night? Ok, it’s $50 a night per 
person… for the nine of us who 
stayed there. 
 
The lodge was right on the 
Clark Fork River…  
 
The only drawback was that the 
river was about 150 to 200 feet 
BELOW the lodge. See the 
photo below… 
 
 

A few of the guys took one of the vehi-
cles — an SUV — down the trail to the 
river’s edge and got into some really 
nice fish. 
 
Jim Baker,  Barry’s brother-in-law, 
caught one fish that was easily over 
twenty inches! 
 
We were afraid that if we took Barry’s 
van down that dirt road that we’d have to 
float downriver to the next boat take-out. 
He didn’t think it would ever make it 
back up the hill. 
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Above: Cigars and cocktails on the deck make for a fitting way 
to finish the day 

Another view of the river from the deck 



 
Besides the big rivers; the Blackfoot and Bitterroot, 
there are many smaller streams that feed the Clark 
Fork. Streams such as Rock Creek, Stoney Creek 
and Fish Creek are great spots to tie into some 
really nice fish!   
 
The area around Missoula is a spot that I could eas-
ily spend two weeks exploring and fishing! 
 
Some day we’ll go back and do it again... 
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Ron (left) and Don (right) working nice pools on Stoney Creek, north our “base headquarters” 

Ron’s fish, on the left, went for a Shop Vac, while Greg’s on the right wouldn’t take anything until a Brassie was offered to it. 

Barry with a shy fish… Why else would he hide its face, 
right? 



9 

 “What I did on Summer Vacation…”  
 

 

 Actually, it should more correctly be titled “What YOU did on Summer Vacation”… Our September 
meeting will be “split” into two parts: 
 
1. What kind of fishing summer did you have? You know; where did you fish, when, and what kind of 

luck did you have with what  flies… We’ll use the first half of the evening as a bit of story telling 
and stream reporting time, giving each of us the opportunity to maybe learn a bit more about your 
favorite part(s) of the state and such. Will you be giving away some “secret” information? Maybe…  
But then, isn’t that what being in a club is about? 

  
And then… 
 
B. The second part of the meeting will be a look forward at what we want to do as a club; places we 

want to fish, speakers we’d like to hear or see, projects you’d like to have us work on, and most im-
portantly, where do you picture yourself and the club in three to five years… 

 
This is the time for us to plan for the future, find the guys (and gals) who want to be a part of making  
the club work, and deciding what direction it should pursue. 
 
 
Join us on Tuesday, September 8th, at Yester Years Pub & Grill on W. Greenfield Ave. at 7:00 pm 
 
Want some extra story time? Come at 6:00 pm and join us for a burger and a beer and chat with the 
rest of us who arrive early!   

The End of Trout Season Road Trip! 
 
We’re heading off to the Blue River in Iowa County to finish the sea-

son where we started it. Technically, the season doesn’t end until the 30th, but we this is our “normal” 
weekend for club outings. 
 
Barring a September monsoon, or the aftereffects of a rainless summer (which HAVE we had,  by the 
way?), we’ll start fishing at Snow Bottom Rd. We’ve generally fished upstream in the “catch & release” 
area of the Blue, so maybe this is the time to do some downstream fishing, too. 
 
I’ve also had an inkling to try Big Spring, too. I think it was the Outdoor Wisconsin episode on PBS 
that sparked that interest. We’ll talk about it at the Sept. meeting and if there’s enough interest, we can 
always start at Big Spring and finish up the day on the Blue… You’re gonna have to come to the meet-
ing to know what’s up, don’tcha think? 
 
Bring a lunch as we’re not really close to a restaurant out that way. Going in to Montfort or Highland 
for lunch will take too much time. 
 
Since Ken Zielinski is out of action for awhile until he recovers, there will NOT be a meeting at a Park 
& Ride lot to caravan out to the stream. (Come to the Sept. meeting and sign up / hook up with some-
one who’s also interested in sharing a ride. 
 
The outing will be Saturday, September 19th. Because of the length of the drive, we’re going to plan 
on being at the stream around 8:30 or 9:00 am. Mark it on your calendar and plan to join us there! 
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The club position of (Grand) Outing Director, sometimes known as “god”, will 
soon be vacant. We are seeking a new volunteer for this position.  The assign-
ment includes planning / selecting the monthly outing sites.   
  
There traditionally have been eight fishing outings — nine if you count the New 
Years Day Wine & Cheese party at Paradise Springs. We generally don’t do 
fishing events in November, December, or February. 
 
We do our Holiday Brunch in December and try for a trip to a fly fishing show in 
February. That only leaves November and lately we just forget about that 
month… 
 
Ken Zielinski has been our Grand Outing Director for about the last seven or 
eight years, and reluctantly has to take a leave from that job due to health prob-
lems. He said he’ll be happy to give the new “god” hints and tips about the job, 
as well as some ideas of where to hold the outings.  
 

Call Greg Schick or Ken Zielinski for more information on this position. 

 
 

The club position of Program Committee Chairman will soon be vacant.  We are 
seeking a new volunteer for this position.  The assignment includes planning 
and coordinating the monthly meetings.   
 
There are eight indoor meetings and four outdoor meetings.  The outdoor meet-
ings include the May fly casting program at Greenfield Park and the other three 
generally take place at a fishing location.  The indoor meetings may have guest 
speakers or presentations and demonstrations by club members.   
 

Call Greg Schick or Dick Dragiewicz for more information on this position. 



11 

Committees:  
 
Education:  
Dick Dragiewicz, 847-498-3260   obiobiobi@ameritech .net 
Greg Schick,       262-635-0522   gaschick@wi.rr.co m 
Ken Zielinski,      414-425-9077   flyyeguy@wi.rr.c om 
 
Programs:  
Dick Dragiewicz, 847-498-3260   obiobiobi@ameritech .net 
 
Fly Tying:  
Greg Schick,  262-635-0522        gaschick@wi.rr.co m 
 
Hatch Editor:  
Greg Schick,  262-635-0522        gaschick@wi.rr.co m 
 
Membership:  
Dave Gonzales, 262-498-0629   flytying2415@yahoo.co m 
 
Outings:  
Ken Zielinski, 414-425-9077       flyyeguy@wi.rr.co m 
 
Raffle Merchandise:  
Dave Gonzales, 262-498-0629   flytying2415@yahoo.co m 
 
Web Master:  
Frank Stetzer,  414-481-8935     stetzer@csd.uwm.ed u 

Officers / Board of Directors  
 
Greg Schick, President 
262-635-0522 
gaschick@wi.rr.com 
 
Dave Gonzales, Vice Pres. 
262-498-0629    
flytying2415@yahoo.com 
 
Frank Stetzer, Secretary  
414-481-8935 
stetzer@csd.uwm.edu 
 
Jim Johnson, Treasurer 
262-549-4868 
jjrdjohnson@yahoo.com 
 
Peter Alba, Member at Large 
262-780-6259 
Palba@Amfam.com  
 
Joe Valkoun, Member at Large 
414-481-9987 
Jcvalkoun@milwpc.com 
 
Barry Wichmann, Member at Large 
414-281-7511 
bwichmann@wi.rr.com 
 
Ron Wojack, Member at Large 
414-281-2947 
wojaxx@wi.rr.com 
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2009 CALENDAR 
 September October November 
 

Meeting 
8th 

@ Yester Years 
Pub & Grill 

13th 
@ Yester Years 

Pub & Grill 

10th 
@ Yester Years 

Pub & Grill 

Outing Trout Trip to  
the Blue River 

19th 

TBA 
(Salmon fishing on the  
Sheboygan, maybe ?) 

None 

Fly Tying 9th & 23rd 14th & 28th 11th & 25th 

Notes    

  

  
 

  

Meeting: September through April: 7 pm Yesteryears Pub & Gri ll  9427 W. Greenfield   

Outing: Meet at 6:30 am at Park & Rides lots.  See Hatch fo r details.   

Fly Tying: Gander Mountain, 27th St. & Rawson Ave, from 6:00 -  8:30 pm.   

    

The Hatch  is the monthly newsletter of the Milwaukee Lake & S tream Fly Fishers, an incorpo-
rated nonprofit organization affiliated with the Fed eration of Fly Fishers. 
 
Milwaukee Lake & Stream Fly Fishers meets the 2 nd Tuesday of each month at 7 p.m. at Yester-
Years Pub & Grill, 9427 W. Greenfield Ave., West Al lis, WI 
 
Meetings May through August are on the water. Read The Hatch for locations or go to our web-
site at: http://www.mlsff.org 

Send correspondence to: 
Milwaukee Lake & Stream Fly Fishers, 
P.O. Box 370668 
Milwaukee, WI 53237 

Submit contributions for The Hatch  by the 
20th of the month to: 
                       Greg Schick, Editor  
                       at: gaschick@wi.rr.com 
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"If fishing is like religion, then fly-fishing is h igh church."  ~ Tom Brokaw~ 
 
“If fishing is interfering with your business, give up your business."  ~by Alfred W. Miller~ 
 
"The difference between fly fishers and worm dunker s is the quality of their excuses." 
 
~Anonymous~ 


