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June Meeting Meeting on the Water

Did you ever get the feeling that Mother Nature really doesn't like the month of June? I'm beginning to
think that way...

Our “On the Water Meeting” at Hubbard Park on the Milwaukee River got washed out by good ol’
Mother Nature. The river flow was so fast from recent rains that it made it impossible to do any safe
wading. Dick Dragiewicz thought of an excellent alternative: fishing on an “Urban Trout Pond” for

some rainbows and the occasional bluegill.




We really had a surprising turnout for the event, seeing as how the change announcement came out
the morning of the meeting!

Above left: Dick Dragiewicz shows how big his trout was (you gotta look really close to see the space between his fingers!)

Above right: Barry Wichmann displaying a blatant example of good advertising. FFOTW is the website owned and operated
by his nephews, Jason Baker and Todd Wichmann. (FOTW.COM is a source of some of our monthly Hatch info, too!)

June Outing The LOST Long Weekend Outing — by Greg Schick

Remember what | said about Mother Nature at the start of this issue? Well, she did it to us again for
the Long Weekend Outing planned for western Wisconsin. The rains that came earlier in the week
of the outing, and then again on Thursday when we supposed to be en route blew out the streams in
the area around River Falls really big time!

Barry Wichmann and | went out to try our hands at Black Earth Creek on Friday morning. On Barry’'s
third cast at his favorite riffle he hooked and landed a nice 12" rainbow. The day went downhill from
there...

Black Earth was the lowest of four streams we checked out that day, and it was flowing at about
twice it's normal (average) flow! Gordon Creek was up to and slightly above it's banks. The Blue
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River and Castle Rock Creek both
were out of their banks and run-
ning brown. Both of them showed
recent high water marks about six
feet or more above their normal
stream level.

We went back to Black Earth and
Gordon Creek on Monday, June
29th, and both streams were again
running clear and smooth. Black
Earth is fishing well at the mo-
ment, but sometimes getting to the
waters edge is a challenge as the
weeds are about five feet high!

Barry Wichmann fishing the “coffee with cream” Black Earth Creek

On Monday the 29th, Barry and | headed
off for Gordon Creek and Black Earth
Creek to see if we could have a better time
than when we went there on the “outing”.

The water on both was back down inside
the banks and running much clearer than it
had after the heavy thunderstorms of a
couple weeks before.

It made it easier for the fish to see our
flies, too!

Top right: Barry working a nice pool along Sandy Rock Rd. on Gordon Creek

Left: A “craggy” pool upstream of Sandy Rock Rd. Right: A colorful brown trout that chose the Shop Vac over an Opal
Lightning Bug. Surprise, surprise!!



Menominee River Concerns by Dick Dragiewicz

Instead of going on the western Wisconsin trout fishing trip with MLSFF members | went north to Ste-
phenson, Michigan. Wanted to attend a Saturday morning meeting of the Front 40, get a tour of the
proposed metallic sulfide mining area, and had thoughts of doing some bass fishing on the Menomi-
nee River or maybe trout fishing on a local creek. Meeting, tour schedule and weather enabled me to
do everything | wanted on this trip.

On Saturday morning, June 20, 2009, | attended a meeting of the Front 40 at the Lake Township Hall,
which is located five or six miles west of Stephenson, Michigan. In the afternoon | was taken on a tour
of the proposed mining area by Ron Henrickson who heads up the Front 40 organization. The Front
40 is an organization that wants to make sure that the proposed metallic sulfide mine that Aquila Re-
sources wants to open alongside the Menominee River won’t contaminate or harm the river or the
neighboring areas in any way. About 50 interested people attended this meeting. The majority of
them were opposed to the mine due to the possibility of area contamination from its operations.

Three for four people in attendance were in favor of the mine. Both sides expressed their concerns
during question and answer periods.

The meeting had four guest speakers that briefly discussed topics related to this proposed mine.
This is my summary of their presentations.

Michigan’s non-ferrous mining law was created in 2004 and modified in 2005. A committee composed
of interested environmental organizations, mining company interests, area residents, and government
representatives worked for 14 months to develop an acceptable law. The results of the committee’s
work were given to Michigan'’s legislative officials to write the law. According to some people that
were on the committee the law that was actually written and authorized was significantly different than
what was proposed by the committee. The changes were not favorable to those opposed to metallic
sulfide mines. The committee members weren’t shown the actual law until it was approved and
signed by the governor. An amendment was added later that further weakened the law’s protection of
the environment. No one is sure how or why these changes were made, other than to suspect that
the mining company lobbyists influenced the politicians more than area residents and Michigan based
environmental groups. Additional metallic sulfide mining law legislation is needed immediately so the
area’s environment would be fully protected from the hazards of this type of mine.

Two stream monitoring events are scheduled for a weekend in the spring and one in the fall. The pur-
pose of this work is to create a baseline of general water conditions and insect life for future reference.
These events have taken place for three years on seven area streams. The stream monitoring and
analysis is being coordinated by Dr. Keith West from the University of Wisconsin at Marinette. Dr.
West is a geology/geography specialist with an interest in the environmental affects of mining.

Facts about the affects of metallic sulfide mines were discussed. Pollution from this kind of mine
would include noise pollution from the drilling, ore crushing equipment, and trucks hauling materials on
the local roads. Air pollution would be caused by the ore crushing process and movement of crushed
ore to the processing site. All the mined ore will be crushed to a consistency of talcum powder or
baby powder. That means a lot of dust. And the most devastating source of pollution would be Acid
Mine Drainage. When air and water mix with the crushed ore sulfuric acid is created. The proximity of
the mine to the Menominee River (about 100 yards) means that Acid Mine Drainage will flow into the
river. Acid Mine Drainage is sulfuric acid, the same sulfuric acid that’s in your car battery. Ouch!

The mining company keeps saying they will comply with all laws affecting the mining process. The
problem is that Michigan’s metallic sulfide mining law isn’t strong enough to actually protect the envi-
ronment. Also, this acid mine drainage and all the other pollutants created by the mining process will
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directly affect Wisconsin since the mining site is just across the Menominee River.

The final presentation was a summary of a Masters Degree thesis on the tactics mining companies
use to get support from local governmental entities in areas that they want to create mines or process-
ing sites. Mining companies use a lot of persuasive rhetoric and money to gain support. The rhetoric
frequently includes language that suggests that the local economic benefits of the mining operations
will be enormous. However, it appears that the results don’t match the talk. In fact, the results don't
even come close to the rhetoric provided by the mining companies. Other smaller economic benefits
do arrive as promised.

For example, a mining company will donate small scholarships to schools, and equipment (fire trucks,
libraries, etc.) to local communities. Many of the communities that the mining companies want to op-
erate in are in need of cash and generally can’t afford the items that the mining companies are offer-
ing. This creates a conflict of interest on the part of the elected officials that they seem to ignore.
Mining companies are skilled at using all sources of persuasion to get their way.

Even though this proposed mine is in Michigan the pollution it creates will adversely affect Wisconsin.
Early mining company financial statements show that the mining company has acquired the mineral
rights on thousands of acres in northeast Wisconsin. So there could be a metallic sulfide mine near
your favorite Wisconsin bass or trout stream or nearby lake.

Tell your friends and relatives about this issue and make sure everyone contacts their government of-
ficials to express their opinions and concerns about this mine and others that may follow.

This is the first in a series of notes about metallic sulfide mining and related topics that I'll be putting
into the Hatch in the coming months. Hope you enjoy learning about metallic sulfide mining and will
use your knowledge to protect the environment by contacting all of your elected and appointed gov-
ernment officials to make sure they don't allow a problem to occur.

Go to www.menomineeriver.com for lots of metallic mining information.

My fishing results were okay. Went to a new location on the Pike River and tried to find some bass or
maybe a misplaced brown trout. Didn’t even spook a fish at the two locations | fished. Next day |
went trout fishing on a stream near Pembine. Lots of brook trout were caught and released. It was
fun!

July Meeting: ML&SFF’s Inaugural “One-Fly” Contest!

On Tuesday, July 14th, the club is going to have a “One Fly Fishing Contest”, starting at Hubbard
Park.

Fishing officially starts at 5:30 pm, and the contest ends at 7:30 pm.

You can fish anywhere on the Milwaukee River that is within wading distance
of Hubbard Park.

You can only use ONE fly....

Listing of the full rules (sorta) can be found on t he following page of this issue!




One Fly Fishing Contest
for Milwaukee Lake & Stream Fly Fishers members and guests

The club is going to have a “One Fly Fishing Conte  st”. The rules are simple. Each registered

contestant is allowed to use only one fly for the ¢

testant’s registered fly finally shreds and disinte

weeds, rocks or the pike that bites through your ti

ontest. Official fishing ends when the con-
grates after catching fish or is lost to a tree,
ppet, etc. The winner will be the contestant

that catches and releases the most fish inches. Fi  sh inches means the aggregate length of all
the fish caught and released during the contest.

Grand Prize is one Kopp’s Custard Specialty Sundae (  choice of available flavors)

Second Prize is two scoops of Kopp’s Custard inawa  ffle cone (choice of available flavors)
Third Prize is one scoop of Kopp’s Custard in a regu lar cone (choice of available flavors)
Last place prize is an empty Kopp’s waffle cone (no choice of flavors)

All prizes will be awarded immediately after the con  test at the Kopp’s location in Glendale.

Date:
Time:

Registration:

Entry Fee:

Location:

Measurements:

Fly Choice:

More Rules:

Tuesday, July 14 ™, 2009

Fishing officially st arts at 5:30 P.M. The contest ends at 7:30 P. M.

Contestants can start reg
until 6:30 P.M.

istering at 4:45 P.M. Registration will continue

A copy of the fly the co ntestant will be using during the contest. All ent ry
fee flies will be donated to a charitable organizat  ion.

Anywhere on the Milwauk
bard Park.

ee River that is within wading distance of Hub-

Contestants that bring their o wn measuring device will receive 12 bonus

points/inches.

Suggested measuri ng devices include a wooden 12-inch ruler (like you

used in school), or for the really skilled fisherma n, a wooden yardstick
from your local hardware store. Either one works b est when it has a long
string attached that's fastened to your wading belt so it doesn’t float away
while landing those big bass and pike. The measuri  ng device will be in-
spected at time of registration to ensure that it i s accurate and doesn't

distort the measurements.

need one.

Rulers will be available for those folks that

Any one __ of your favorite fly patterns will be allowed. On ly one_fly may be
used during the contest. Contestants found using m ultiple flies or non-
registered patterns will be disqualified from the ¢ ontest.

Additional rules or rule m

odifications are allowed up to registration time.
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July Outing Smallmouth Fishing on the Milwaukee River

Our outing for July 25th will be for smallmouth bass on the Milwaukee River at Ehler's Park in Sauk-
ville. We've fished there a number of times before and it has good parking and picnic tables to sit at
for lunch.

Seeing as how this is going to be a short drive from Milwaukee, we’ll figure on starting around 8:00 am
or so. You can follow the map on the club website — Milwaukee River (Saukville WI) — to easily get
to the park.

If you want to carpool or caravan to the stream you MUST email Ken Zielinski at fllyeguy@wi.rr.com
or call him at 414-425-9077.

If you don’t make prior arrangements with him, he won't stop before going out to the river.

Cross Plains, Wisconsin has a new fly shop!

Nick Volk and Todd Opsal just opened their “On the Creek” fly shop in Cross Plains, Wisconsin.

With over 40 years of fishing experience between them they know the best fly fishing/tying equipment
and supplies to stock for their customers. For example, they have Scott and Cortland rods, Bauer
reels, Climax and Rio lines, leaders, tippets, William Joseph and Fishpond packs, Montana Fly Com-
pany tying materials, books and more to come.

They will also have plenty of up to date fishing condition information.
Contact Nick Volk and Todd Opsal at:
On The Creek
2120 Main Street
Cross Plains, Wisconsin

888-408-9486

Open Tuesday through Sunday from 7:00 AMto 7.00P .M.

Nick Volk is an Orvis Endorsed guide. For
guide services contact Nick at the shop or at :

www.streamsideoutfitters.com or
nvolk@streamsideoutfitters.com
Telephone number is 608-295-6517.
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2009 CALENDAR

July August September
14th 11th 8th
Meeting Meeting on the Water Meeting on the Water Meeting at
“One Fly” at Hubbard Park Location TBA Yester Years
Pub & Grill
Outing 25th 22nd 19th
Smallmouth on the Smallmouth on the Trout Season Finale!
Milwaukee River Sheboygan River (Location TBA)
Fly Tying None None 9th and 23rd
Notes
Meeting: | September through April: 7 pm Yesteryears Pub & Gri II 9427 W. Greenfield
Outing: [Meet at 6:30 am at Park & Rides lots. See Hatch fo r details.
Fly Tying: | Gander Mountain (Rawson Ave & 27th St.) from 6:00 - 8:30 pm.

The Hatch is the monthly newsletter of the Milwaukee Lake & S tream Fly Fishers, an incorpo-
rated nonprofit organization affiliated with the Fed eration of Fly Fishers.

Milwaukee Lake & Stream Fly Fishers meets the 2 "™ Tuesday of each month at 7 p.m. at Yester-
Years Pub & Grill, 9427 W. Greenfield Ave., West Al lis, WI

Meetings May through August are on the water. Read The Hatch for locations or go to our web-
site at: http://www.mlsff.org

Send correspondence to: Submit contributions for  The Hatch by the
Milwaukee Lake & Stream Fly Fishers, 20" of the month to:

P.O. Box 370668 Greg Schick, Editor
Milwaukee, WI 53237 at: gaschick@wi.rr.com

"An angler is a man who spends rainy days sitting around on theddy banks of rivers doing nothing be-
cause his wife won't let him do it at home." — Author Unknown

"Fishing in rainy conditions may make fisherman seem crazythe great mass of unimaginative people, but
then few fishermen care what they think."— John Gierach



