
Annual Casting Clinic 
 

The May meeting again served as the date for our Annual Casting Clinic in Greenfield Park. The 
weather was good and the turnout was GREAT! We had twenty-six people there, some to learn fly 
casting, some to tune up their casting, and some just to chat with other members! 

Eric Helm served as our casting instructor again, and by the end of the evening he had most of the 
novices casting like they’d been doing it for months rather than minutes! Some of the journeymen 
casters in the group also found that they picked up a hint or two or corrected a quirk in their cast, mak-
ing it a productive evening for them, too! 
 



Black Earth Creek — by Greg Schick 
 

Five of us made the trip out to Black Earth last month — Zak Fowler , Barry Wichmann , Ron Wo-
jack , Ken Zielinski , and myself.  The air was a bit “crisp” when we got there and the wind was more 
than a bit daunting! Then again, even a rough day fishing is better than a good day cutting your 
grass! 
 
Black Earth Creek is fishing well this year!  
Zak had the hot rod for the day. I think he landed 
hooked ten and landed nine of them! The one 
that got away looked like it would have been a 
good seventeen or eighteen inches long! 
 
I was lucky enough to get four of them… okay, 
three and a half ; the first brown I caught was a 
bit on the small side, being not more than five or 
six inches. Actually, everybody there caught at 
least three or four fish. 
 
I started fishing with my now favorite combo, a 
Shop Vac and a Blood Worm pattern. I caught 
my first fish — that small brown— on the Blood 
Worm. The second was on the Shop Vac, and it 
was a little larger — about eight to nine inches. 

After chatting with Zak who was having great suc-
cess with a Prince Nymph, I decided that maybe it 
was time to switch flies. Not having a Prince in my 
vest at the time, I switched to a Go2 Prince 
Nymph “invented” by Rick Takahashi. It’s pictured 
on the next page and is one of five flies that Rick 
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Above: Ron Wojack (left) and Ken Zielinski (right), dressed 
for the chill and the wind, fishing the bend just below the blue-
bird house along South Valley Road 
 
Left: Greg Schick, pictured a bit later in the way when it 
warmed up a bit more, fishing the same bend as pictured 
above. 
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developed to be “attractor type” trout patterns. The Go2 
flies can be seen in the ML&SFF Fly Patterns section 
on the club web site. 
 
The “floods” of 2008 changed the stream bottom in 
many spots. My favorite hole in front of the blue bird 
house is now a nine-inch deep run. The riffle that was 
two bends down from that is now a thigh-deep pool. 

 
 
 
 
 
It pays to take a little time to check out the stream 
and see if your favorite run or riffle has now been 
transformed by Mother Nature. 
 
Sometimes the holes have become deeper than 
you might think! 

It’s also good to be adaptable when on the stream. Had Zak not decided to try an attractor fly in the 
form of that Prince Nymph, I would probably stuck with smaller flies like midge patterns  and may not 
have caught the nicer sized browns that I did later in the day!  
 
While there were some midges in the air around noon, some small mayflies and small caddis flies 
popped up later in the afternoon. Ron Wojack and Barry Wichmann both switched to size 16 or 18 
caddis dries and hooked up with some nice fish!  

Takahashi’s “Go2 Prince Nymph” 

Left: Actually, this photo is of my wind-blown hat, not the 
result of a misstep and a dunking! Thanks for the retrieve, 
Zak! 
Below: Ron and Zak fishing a nice bend in the stream. 
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While Zak may have missed the big one in this hole, he did pull out some nice fish by adapting his tactics and using a “non-
traditional” fly for Black Earth Creek. 

Above: Ron Wojack hooks into one at the end of a riffle using 
an Elk Hair Caddis. 
 

Right: The “fruit” of his labor brought to hand! 

Black Earth Creek, like all of our spring creeks in southwest Wisconsin, is constantly changing. You 
need to keep checking back every so often to see if your favorite hole is now a riffle, or your previously 
frustrating run is now a honey hole for trout! 
 
Even though many of us were discouraged after learning of the fish kill caused by a presumed manure 
spill in late February or early March of ‘08, the stream has surprised us by bouncing back quite nicely! 
 
You ought to go fish it — and soon, before the weeds & grasses of summer grow to their annual six-
foot height and make it impossible to fish many of the more prime spots! 



Choosing the Right Hat —  by Rich Kovars 
 
Every fly fishing magazine you open will have article after article on what wad-
ers to buy, which line is better, who has the best vests. There is one piece of 
gear that is overlooked but is very important. The hat. Now, sure, a hat is a hat 
right? That might be true, but we should take a closer look. The decision you 
make about your head gear could mean the difference between life or death.  
 
The first hats that come to mind are caps that display fly shop logos and well 
known tackle dealers. These hats are the obvious choice for many anglers. 
There are some good rules of thumb to abide by. These hats should never be 
new. The more fish slime on them the better. Do not under any circumstances 
where a hat from the shop where you hired your guide for the day. It will just start your day off on the 
wrong foot.  
 
Another popular style of hat for fly fisherman are cowboy hats. These hats are awesome for keeping 
the sun off your face on those long western summer days. You have to be careful though. On a windy 
day, these hats can end up in the next state. They are more aerodynamic than an airplane wing. You 
shouldn’t wear one of these on an eastern stream. The tweedy types will beat you with their plaid Ivy 
caps. It also helps your credibility if you actually take care of livestock on a regular basis. And, never, 
ever put a hat band full of buffalo nickels on it. 
  
Visors can be a decent choice. They are very comfortable in hot climates. In some circles, you might 
get mistaken for a ski bum and that might not be desirable. You should never, under any circum-
stances, where a visor upside down and backwards. People will likely flood your waders and let you 
float away to let your bones be picked clean by the ravens. 
 
Another controversial choice is the trucker style hat. This one is very sketchy. It is way to easy to be 
mistaken for a bait fisherman while wearing one. No matter what the logo is on the hat, you are likely 
to be checked by the conservation police when in a Catch & Release area. They’ll be looking for live 
bait. Even fly shop caps of this kind are no guarantee. 
 
Hats that advertise bars can be touchy. You can score extra points if it is from a bar where only the lo-
cals go (every mountain town has one). These can be tough to come by without some inside knowl-
edge or a lot of time to explore. If you can score one, these too should be beat up and stained.  
 
Then there is always a Tilley. There aren’t too many hats out there that can pass through an elephant 
and come out serviceable. You can’t beat that. 
 
You can dress up any hat you choose with some old flies. Any good fishing hat should have some fish 
slime and coffee stains. Swallow or red-wing blackbird poop is good, too! You don’t want to be artificial 
about it though. Fakes can be spotted from a mile away.  
 
The best hats come as from gifts from the fishing gods. You find it just sitting there in the turn out to a 
good looking fishing hole. Looking like the owner just set it there with the knowledge that you were 
coming along. These hats should be treated with reverence and used often. These aren’t museum 
pieces after all.  
 
I hope this article has opened your eyes a little to the importance of choosing the right headgear. 
When you are standing in that fly shop in West BFE Montana, step away from the hat rack and ask 
yourself some tough questions and if you buy that brand new hat anyway buy a Buff too to cover your 
face. 

“Stolen” from Fly Fishing on the Web— www.ffotw.com 
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“Meeting on the Water” at Hubbard Park 
 

Join us at Hubbard Park for some great Milwaukee River smallmouth bass fishing.  
 
Bring your favorite bass fishing fly pattern and demonstrate how successful it can be.  Some folks fish 
right along the stretch of rive adjacent to the park, and others have waded upstream towards          
Estabrook Park. 
 
Be ready to compare notes after you've caught lots of big bass. 
 
 
We’ll start about 5:00 pm and fish until we get tired! See the map on the next page for location! 
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Spey Fisher Saves Lives    
(Copied in part from OregonLive.com)  
 
Don Elder of Gresham, pictured to the right, was camping at Ox-
bow Park and doing his Spey casting on the Sandy River near 
Buck Creek, Sunday, May 24.  
 
Elder is an award-winning rivers advocate who is the director of 
major gifts for the Western Rivers Conservancy.  
 
"I heard screaming in the middle of the river," Elder said. "It took 
five or 10 seconds before I realized someone was in pretty desper-
ate trouble. But what do you do first? Out in the middle of the river 
was a man clutching a very small girl. Between us in the water was 
a young woman. I was wearing waders and boots, so it wasn't very 
practical to try to get to them. If I became part of the problem, it 
wouldn't help anyone. The only safe way was to bite off the fly, so I bit off the leader, and before I real-
ized what I was doing, I started casting to them."  
 
Elder's first cast was to the woman between him and the man. She grabbed the line and he lowered 
his rod, "stripping" her in a bit -- making short tugs on the line -- as she held on and the current drew 
her toward the shoreline. By then, others had gathered and waded out to help her from the shallows.  
 
After she released the line, Elder said, he ran downriver to within range of the man and little girl. They 
were approaching the upper end of the rapids near the boat ramp but were farther from Elder than the 
woman was. On his first two casts, either he missed the mark or the man didn't see the line.  
 
On his third cast, though, Elder said, "The man seemed to realize what to do and grabbed it with his 
free hand."  
 
Elder said he hung on, again stripping a little line as he worked his way downriver to where the two 
came to shore, still gripping the brightly colored fly line. Someone waded out and grabbed the girl, and 
Elder wrapped his arms around the man to help him ashore.  
"He kept saying 'Thank you, thank you,' then he passed out," Elder said.  
 
Everyone survived and are in good health. 
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Long Weekend in Western Wisconsin 
 

For June we’re going to do a long weekend on the Rush and Willow rivers in western Wiscon-
sin and any other interesting water!. The thought was to travel out to Hudson on Friday (or 
Thursday if you’re retired and bored!), fish Saturday and Sunday, and return home on Mon-
day. 
 
There will be NO organized “caravan” or “carpool” because of the vagaries of the trip. You’re 
encouraged to “team up” with a fishing partner to drive out to Hudson or River Falls.  You’re 
on your own to secure motel / hotel lodging, too. Sorry, but past experiences of trying to re-
serve a block of rooms only caused the person who reserved them a lot of headaches! 
 
Motels / Hotels in Hudson include:  
1. Comfort Inn, 811 Dominion Dr. , Hudson, WI, US, 54016—Phone: (715) 386-6355   
2. Super 8 Hudson, 808 Dominion Drive, Hudson, WI 54016— Phone: 715-386-8800 
3. Best Western—Hudson House Inn, 1616 Crestview Drive,   Hudson, Wisconsin, 54016 Phone: 

715/386-2394         
 
There are many more listings for both Hudson and River Falls, which actually is closer to the Willow 
River, but there weren’t blocks of rooms available. You can do a Google search for “Lodging in River 
Falls” or Hudson and locate your own deal!. 
 
Email Greg Schick (gaschick@wi.rr.com) if you’re planning on going and we’ll keep you informed! 

Location of Hubbard Park, site of June “Meeting on t he Water” 



Smallmouthing in Door County 
 

 
Jim Johnson and Don Putning recently did their annual trek to Door County with their wives to tease 
the smallmouth bass. The guys went fishing while the ladies did some sight-seeing and contributed to 
the local economy! 
 
The fish are big and the waters are easy to wade… 
 
Don sent the pictures shown below, and you can see that they had a REALLY good time! 
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Above left: Jim Johnson with a 3.5 pound smallmouth               Above right: Don Putning with a 3.5 pound smallmouth 
 
Below left: Jim nets a 3 pound smallmouth                                Below right: Jim with the “granddaddy” of the day, a 4 

pounder 
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Committees:  
 
Education:  
Dick Dragiewicz, 847-498-3260   obiobiobi@ameritech .net 
Greg Schick,       262-635-0522   gaschick@wi.rr.co m 
Ken Zielinski,      414-425-9077   flyyeguy@wi.rr.c om 
 
Programs:  
Dick Dragiewicz, 847-498-3260   obiobiobi@ameritech .net 
 
Fly Tying:  
Greg Schick,  262-635-0522        gaschick@wi.rr.co m 
 
Hatch Editor:  
Greg Schick,  262-635-0522        gaschick@wi.rr.co m 
 
Membership:  
Dave Gonzales, 262-498-0629   flytying2415@yahoo.co m 
 
Outings:  
Ken Zielinski, 414-425-9077       flyyeguy@wi.rr.co m 
 
Raffle Merchandise:  
Dave Gonzales, 262-498-0629   flytying2415@yahoo.co m 
 
Web Master:  
Frank Stetzer,  414-481-8935     stetzer@csd.uwm.ed u 

Officers / Board of Directors  
 
Greg Schick, President 
262-635-0522 
gaschick@wi.rr.com 
 
Dave Gonzales, Vice Pres. 
262-498-0629    
flytying2415@yahoo.com 
 
Frank Stetzer, Secretary  
414-481-8935 
stetzer@csd.uwm.edu 
 
Jim Johnson, Treasurer 
262-549-4868 
jjrdjohnson@yahoo.com 
 
Peter Alba, Member at Large 
262-780-6259 
Palba@Amfam.com  
 
Joe Valkoun, Member at Large 
414-481-9987 
Jcvalkoun@milwpc.com 
 
Barry Wichmann, Member at Large 
414-281-7511 
bwichmann@wi.rr.com 
 
Ron Wojack, Member at Large 
414-281-2947 
wojaxx@wi.rr.com 
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2009 CALENDAR 
 June July August 
 

Meeting 
9th 

Meeting on the Water 
Milwaukee River at      

Hubbard Park 

14th 
Meeting on the Water 

Location TBA 

11th 
Meeting on the Water 

Location TBA 

Outing 19th—22nd 
“Long Weekend”  

Western Wisconsin Trip * 

TBA TBA 

Fly Tying None None None 

Notes * Contact Greg Schick for 
more details 

  

  

Meeting: September through April: 7 pm Yesteryears Pub & Gri ll  9427 W. Greenfield   

Outing: Meet at 6:30 am at Park & Rides lots.  See Hatch fo r details.   

Fly Tying: Gander Mountain (Rawson Ave & 27th St.)  from 6:00 - 8:30 pm.   

    

The Hatch  is the monthly newsletter of the Milwaukee Lake & S tream Fly Fishers, an incorpo-
rated nonprofit organization affiliated with the Fed eration of Fly Fishers. 
 
Milwaukee Lake & Stream Fly Fishers meets the 2 nd Tuesday of each month at 7 p.m. at Yester-
Years Pub & Grill, 9427 W. Greenfield Ave., West Al lis, WI 
 
Meetings May through August are on the water. Read The Hatch for locations or go to our web-
site at: http://www.mlsff.org 

Send correspondence to: 
Milwaukee Lake & Stream Fly Fishers, 
P.O. Box 370668 
Milwaukee, WI 53237 

Submit contributions for The Hatch  by the 
20th of the month to: 
                       Greg Schick, Editor  
                       at: gaschick@wi.rr.com 
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"All the romance of trout fishing exists in the min d of the angler and is in no way shared by the 
fish."  - Harold F. Blaisdell - The Philosophical F isherman 
 
"Fishing is much more than fish. It is the great oc casion when we may return to the fine sim-
plicity of our forefathers."  - Herbert Hoover 


