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April Meeting Czech Nymphing with Paul Stillmank

by Dick Dragiewicz

Our club meeting on April 14th featured a great presentation by Paul Stillmank on Czech Nymphing.
This European style of fishing began in Poland in the 1970’s. It wasn’t until the early/mid 1980’s that it
became widely known and used That was when this technique produced winners in several interna-
tional fly fishing competitions. Overtime the name changed to Czech Nymphing, probably because of
refinements made by the Czechs and their success in the international fishing contests. And, this sys-
tem works on Wisconsin streams and rivers.

What is Czech Nymphing? The design and construction of the leader, the casting style, and how it's
fished are what defines Czech Nymphing. It's a unique and productive approach to short line nymph
fishing. A typical fly rod/reel/line system is used.
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An illustration of Paul Stillmank’s in-line fly/leader set up.

The leader is made of several sections of monofilament or fluorocarbon tippet material in four to 6
pound test strengths. Length of the leader is generally equal to the length of the fly rod. A weighted
nymph pattern is tied to each section of tippet either in line or by using droppers. This is not a tapered
leader. It's a couple of sections of tippet material tied together with the nymphs in defined locations.

On the following page is an illustration of the dropper/leader set up from an online source. Casting ei-
ther style of these leaders is simple. With no more than a 12" portion of the fly line extending outside
the rod tip casting uses a sort of windmill approach. The windmill approach uses an overhead swing
to move the flies upstream. The flies are then allowed to drift downstream close to the bottom where
you think the fish may be located. Repeat the process several times and then take a step up or down-




stream and repeat the process. Need to carefully watch and feel the leader for strikes (or as | like to
say “expressions of interest”).
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Fishing the Czech nymphing technique generally requires deep, fast flowing water that has fish feed-
ing/resting close t the bottom of the stream. This kind of water enables the fisherman to get very close
to the fish without spooking them. It also works in slower moving deep water if you are careful getting
in place. Move like a heron and you’ll be successful in catching fish.

For lots more information on Czech Nymphing check out these websites/blogs:

Paul Stillmank’s blog is at http://wifly.wordpress.com Site has lots of information plus entertaining and
educational fishing stories/reports.

The following European site offers a narrative explanation and descriptions of the system. It also of-
fers related products for sale. http://www.czechnymphs.co.uk/MainPage.htm

Lots more information on Czech Nymphing is available online. Just do an online search for it. Hope
you enjoy trying the Czech Nymphing approach to fishing.

April Outing Early Season on Gordon Creek — by Greg Schick

Four of us played on Gordon Creek last month — Frank Stetzer , Benjamin Traught , Dick
Dragiewicz , and myself. Dick actually fished it a couple days before the rest of us did, which was
probably smart due to the rain and thunderstorms we encountered the morning of the outing!

I had an errand to run up in Lodi before | got to fish that morning so Frank and Benjamin were al-
ready exploring a nice downstream stretch of water by the time | got to Sandy Rock Rd. They were
exploring it in a very soggy manner, too, as it was raining pretty good at the time.

I strung up my rod and was beginning to put on my waders when | thought | noticed someone taking
flash pictures a bit behind me. Then | heard the long rumble of thunder... | waited for Frank to work
his way back to his car and noticed he was basically soaked through and through. Benjamin kept
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fishing; it appeared he was going to work the run he was on completely to the end!

Dragiewicz related his fishing adventures of a few days prior in an email. He started out on at the
bridge on E. Sandy Rock Road. When he parked at the bridge and looked down stream at where the
stream makes a sharp turn to the left, he saw a tall tree and an eagles’ nest. He thought there were
two eagles and maybe some eggs. As he watched, one took flight and it looked like the other one
stayed near the nest. He said he didn't have binoculars so he couldn't really tell how many eagles
were there.

Down stream of the bridge, about 100 feet or so, is a riffle that produced some hatching caddis and
some rising trout. The rising trout were at the tail end of the riffle along the west side of the stream. In
this part of the stream there are high banks with access to some lower areas. On the east side of the
stream is a dead tree (at least it looks dead) in front of the tree is one of these lower/ water-level
banks. That's where he fished and had lots of “expressions of interest”, but no hookups. If you look up
in the tree you'll probably see his red bodied humpy; he left it behind so he can find the spot next time
he goes to Gordon Creek.

Moving downstream a 100 feet or so is another one of these places with a lower bank area. Next to
the eastern shoreline is a tiny, tiny island (about the size of a twin bed) and Dick fished from this is-
land. He caught two browns; one in the center of the stream behind a tree trunk and the other was
taken from the west side of the stream right next to the bank.

Farther downstream past the bend is another location with access to the stream shoreline...its a hun-
dred yards or so downstream after the stream turns to the east. The stream widens here and has
some wood in the water.. Fish were rising in the riffle upstream of the place the stream widens. He
says he had expressions of interest, but no hookup.

Dick also fished at the bridge on Sandy Rock Rd., downstream maybe a mile or a bit less from the E.
Sandy Rock Rd. location. He found lots of streamwork, but no fish; he says he couldn’t even scare
one. Frank Stetzer also told me of the large amount of stream and bank work, wing dams and rip rap,
done in this area. This was where | took the photos for the April issue of the Hatch.

Dragiewicz tried Shop Vac, Pink Squirrel, black woolly bugger, parachute Adams in14 and 16, (this
caught one fish), the red humpy (this caught the other fish), Cracklebacks, CDC caddis, size 16 Ad-
ams, and similar. It's good looking water and it has some fish. You just have to find them — and it's
better if you do that when it’s NOT raining with a lightning and thunder accompaniment!

Fishing in Other Places San Juan River Trip— ‘09 Version

by Greg Schick

The week after Easter, Ron Wojack, Don Putning and myself headed for Navajo Dam, NM, for four full
days of fishing on the San Juan River. This was a trip delayed from 2008, when the state of New Mex-
ico “opened the tap” early on the Navajo Dam reservoir because they were worried about too much
water entering the reservoir from the much above normal snowpack in the mountains. They raised the
flow from about 700 cfs in February of ‘08 to just under 5,000 cfs by the end of February. The river ba-
sically becomes unsafe for wading above 1,500 cfs.

This year the flow was a stable 500 cfs throughout the months of February, March and April. The wa-
ter level was down a bit from our last visit in 2006, when the river was flowing at 750 cfs. This changed
the depths in some of the pools and flats to that fishing became a bit harder than we were used to. It
also appeared that the number of fish was down significantly from what we had seen during our last
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trip in 2006.

The state of New Mexico also
realized that the fish numbers
were down. The Governor had
an “emergency stocking” done
to the river; that is, it was or-
ganized and completed quicker
than it normally would have
been. He recognized how im-
portant the fishing was to the
local economy.

About half of the fish | caught
were “stockers”; mostly 8” to
12" rainbows.

The San Juan is considered a
very “technical river” in that San Juan river near the campground, well downstream of the Quality Water area
midges are a big part of the

fishes’ diet. A “big” midge is a size 20, and the use
of size 24’s is not uncommon!

Now, all that being said, | still caught a couple of
very nice 18” rainbows as well as a very healthy .
(fat) 16” rainbow on my favorite fly — the Shop Vac. §
It was a size 20 so according to some it might sim-
ply be considered a micro-midge with a really big
head!

| also caught some nice-sized fish on a size 22
midge pattern called the “OJ". The pattern | fished
used an orange “mirrored” glass bead, fire orange
Uni thread and a fine silver wire rib. The one pic-
tured here uses “midge tubing” as the body. Either
one works on the San Juan, and they both will
probably work here in Wisconsin, too!.

The OJ

Hook: TMC 2488, 2487 (size #22-24)
Bead: Midge or small size, Orange

Thread: 8/0 Uni-thread, Fire Orange

Rib: Fine silver wire (for thread body only)
Body:  Orange micro tubing or thread

Ron Wojack with one of the nicer fish that he brought to
hand at the Kiddie Hole.



Fishing the Kiddie Hole:

Upper left—Don Putning lands a 16" rainbow.

Above — Greg Schick netting a 16” rainbow.

Left—Not to be outdone, Ron Wojack brings a 17”
rainbow to his net.

The San Juan still has lots of big fish in it. It's
just getting a bit harder to find them.

The brown trout population is increasing dra-
matically, too. Three years ago five of us fished
the river and only caught one brown in the over
100 fish that we all landed. Now the brown trout
make up over 65% of the fish population in the
river.



Other People Fishing in Our Places!

One of the guests at our April membership meeting was a gentleman by the name of Alex Duhamel; a
resident of Osterville, MA. He was coming to Milwaukee on a business trip and had contacted Todd
Wichmann, Barry Wichmann’s nephew, about where to fish and who to get in touch with while he was
here. Todd pointed him in our direction, and we then invited him to come to the meeting so we could
give him some information on some of the streams he might have fun fishing. Alex’s note is as follows:

“Thanks to all of you for helping make my Wisconsin trip well worth the time. Between my work com-
mitments, | had almost 2 free days and | hit Black Earth Creek, the Big Green, and the West Fork of
the Kickapoo. Here are the reports:

Wednesday morning, 4/15, Black Earth Creek — Barry (aka Rand MacWichmann), your hand scrib-
bled map was perfect....l can tell that you've been there quite a few times. Things were quiet first
thing in the morning, but from 11 am-Noon it was fly fishing heaven...the trout were rising and loved
the small Elk Hair Caddis | presented to them. | pulled 8 from near the birdhouse and 4 more from the
riffles about 100 yards downstream...nothing better a rising trout that likes your fly

Wednesday afternoon, 4/15, the Big Green — Barry and Greg....once again, your directions were per-
fect, including parking at the schoolhouse in order to gain access. All | can say about this stop is that
it was a truly beautiful stream on a beautiful day. In fact, the trout here were nice enough to leave me
alone so | could enjoy the afternoon.

Thursday, 4/16, West Fork of the Kickapoo — Since | was pretty far west already, | decided to head
out to the West Fork of the Kickapoo....I'm glad to say that it fished very well. | started at the bridge
on 82 and fished all the way upstream past the bridge at Avalanche....caught a little brookie on my
first cast of the day and a nice brown on my last cast of the day....perfect! It did seem like a lot of
structure may have been washed away in last years flooding, but trout were holding nicely near large
rocks at the tails of pools as well as the beginning of pools where rushing water spilled in. Nothing
was rising so most of what | caught was on the Wooly Bugger.

For a guy that lives on Cape Cod and has to go pretty far for some good trout fishing, this was two
days in heaven for me....thanks to all of you for directing me in this endeavor. If any of you are out
Massachusetts way, please let me know and we’ll go stalking for some stripers in the surf....May and
November are best.

I've attached a couple iPhone photos from Black Earth creek....thanks again!”

Alex




May Meeting: Annual Casting Clinic

The first of our outdoor meetings will again be the casting clinic, held at Greenfield Park.
Come and join us on Tuesday, May 12th. at 5:00 pm in Area #5. We'll play until near dark!

Erik Helm will demonstrate and explain various fly casting techniques. He'll provide directions
and assistance to those of us that want (or maybe need) to improve their fly casting skills.

Take 116th Street to the park entrance at Rogers Street, turn left at the T and go to the park-
ing lot. We'll be at the top of the hill. Hot dogs, brats, potato salad, soft drinks will be available
for a donation.

Don't forget to bring your rods/reels/lines!

May Outing Trout Fishing at Black Earth Creek

For May we’re going back to our old favorite, Black Earth Creek, and we’ll start fishing at our
favorite spot — along South Valley Road just west of Cross Plains.

This year because Memorial Day weekend falls on the date we would normally have our out-
ing, we’'ve moved it up one week. We’'ll be heading for Black Earth Creek on Saturday, May
16th.

Note: If you're interested in car pooling or caravanning to the stream you must email Ken
Zielinski at: flyyeguy@wi.rr.com to let him know.

Fly Tying at Gander Mountain Last Two Chances!

We're down to our last two fly tying sessions for this spring; those being the Wednesdays of
May 13th, and May 27th.

The Lodge meeting room in the Rawson Ave store has great tables for attaching your C-
clamp vise, plenty of electrical outlets for your extension cord to your light, and has a store
manager who is happy to have us back! (We're happy to be back there, too!)

For our last two sessions we’re going spend one night doing some stonefly nymphs — ones
that you might find especially useful if you travel out west in the summer — and for the sec-
ond evening we're going to do some larger dry flies — like Green Drakes and something that
resembles a Pale Morning Dun. (You might change a color or two and come up with a Pale
Evening Dun or a Sulphur, you know!)

Come and join us from 6:00 pm to 8:30 pm at the sto  re at Rawson Ave. & 27th Street!
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“l swear it was six-feet tall and at least two hundred
pounds—I fought it for an hour and almost had it in the
water when the line snapped!”
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2009 CALENDAR

May June July
12th 9th 14th
Meeting Casting Clinic Meeting on the Water Meeting on the Water
@ Greenfield Park Location TBA Location TBA
Outing 16th #1 — Panfish Outing— 6th TBA
Trout Fishing Road Trip Location TBA
Black Earth Creek #2 — “Long Weekend”
Western Wisconsin Trip *
19th - 22nd
Fly Tying 13th & 27th None None
Notes * Contact Greg Schick for
more details
Meeting: | September through April: 7 pm Yesteryears Pub & Gri Il 9427 W. Greenfield
Outing: [Meet at 6:30 am at Park & Rides lots. See Hatch fo r details.
Fly Tying: | New Location!! Gander Mountain (Rawson Ave & 27th  St.) from 6:00 - 8:30 pm.

The Hatch is the monthly newsletter of the Milwaukee Lake & S tream Fly Fishers, an incorpo-
rated nonprofit organization affiliated with the Fed eration of Fly Fishers.

Milwaukee Lake & Stream Fly Fishers meets the 2 "™ Tuesday of each month at 7 p.m. at Yester-
Years Pub & Grill, 9427 W. Greenfield Ave., West Al lis, WI

Meetings May through August are on the water. Read The Hatch for locations or go to our web-
site at: http://www.mlsff.org

Send correspondence to: Submit contributions for  The Hatch by the
Milwaukee Lake & Stream Fly Fishers, 20" of the month to:

P.O. Box 370668 Greg Schick, Editor
Milwaukee, WI 53237 at: gaschick@wi.rr.com

"All Americans believe that they are born fishermen . For a man to admit a distaste for fishing
would be like denouncing mother-love or hating moon light." - John Steinbeck

"It is only the inexperienced and thoughtless who f ind pleasure in killing fish for the mere sake

of killing them. No sportsman does this." - W.C. Pr  ime



