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March Meeting Nick Volk Presentation on Fishing the Driftless Are  a

At our meeting on March 10" the guest speaker was Nick Volk. Nick shared with us some information
on trout fishing in the Driftless Area of Southwest Wisconsin. He mentioned the usual trout streams
that we all know and enjoy fishing. They included Black Earth Creek, Tainter, Big Green, Timber Cou-
lee, West Fork of the Kickapoo, Mill Creek, Gordon Creek, etc. He then strongly suggested that we ex-
amine the Wisconsin Gazetteer and the Wisconsin DNR trout fishing maps to find new and less popu-
lar streams. This research has the possibility of producing new streams that aren’t crowded and offer
great fishing.

Nick divides streams into three sections that generally offer different fishing opportunities. The upper
section normally is smaller water that doesn’t get affected by rain storms and snow melt as much as
lower sections of the stream. The middle section has bigger water and offers a full range of fishing
opportunities. This stream area usually has more fishermen. The lower section has bigger and slower
water flows. A lot of time it looks like “frog water”, and may have both cold water fish (trout) and warm
water fish (bass, pike, etc.). The lower section of a stream will usually have fewer fish, but some of
them could be big, really big. So be sure to explore all parts of the streams you fish.

He uses fly rods that are in the 3, 4, and 5 weight range loaded with floating lines. Length of rods
ranged from seven foot to nine foot. Determination of which weight and length rod to use is related to
the type of water and fly selection. Shorter and lighter rods are being used on smaller water with dry
flies. Heavier rods/lines used for streamer fishing in the lower stream sections.

Leaders range in length from nine feet to fourteen feet. This is determined by fishing conditions and fly
selection. He likes to use fluorocarbon leaders/tippets. Mirage, an Orvis product, is his favorite leader/
tippet material.

Fly selection included dry flies (Adams, caddis, attractor patterns, etc.), weighted nymphs (pink squir-
rel, pheasant tail, scuds, etc.), streamers (olive and black woolly buggers, sculpins that may be
weighted or unweighted). Streamer fishing in lower sections of streams is his favorite style of fishing.
Frequently he will use sink tip or sinking lines with short leaders (less than 7 feet) when fishing stream-
ers.

When fishing bring your camera along. There is always the chance that you'll catch that fish of a life-
time or have some great scenery. If the camera isn’t waterproof carry it in a tightly sealed waterproof
bag to it doesn’t get wet. Ziploc freezer bags work well and are inexpensive and probably readily avail-
able in your kitchen cabinet.

Nick said to call or write to him with questions, comments, and to make arrangements to fish with him.
His website address is www.streamside-outfitters.com his telephone number is 608-295-6517.



March Outing Early Season on the Blue River

Four of us — Peter Alba , Ron Wojack , Ken Zielinski , and myself — ventured off to Grant County
and the Blue River for our March outing. The weather was good — probably too good, as there wasn't
much of a BWO hatch later in the afternoon — and the water was running at an almost perfect flow.
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Above: Peter Alba working a nice stretch upstream of Snow-
bottom Rd.

Right: Ken Zielinski readying his fly to work the head of a
pool.

Bottom: Ron Wojack fishes a newly widened pool just below
the “corn field” on the upstream stretch between Snowbottom
Rd and Bluff Rd.

The Blue suffered some damage from last sum-
mer’s floods, but not so much that it had any major
effect on the stream course. Well, unless it swept
all of the trout down to the Wisconsin River or
something. We didn’t flush many fish as we ex-
pected when we walked along the banks.
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There was evidence of some bank collapse and
trees being felled by the water. Look at the erosion
on the bank behind Peter in the above picture and
¥ across from Ron in the photo to the right. That was
about the median amount of bank damage noted.

Most of the gravel and “cobble” in the portion
| above Snowbottom Rd. was swept from the stream
bottom, leaving a lot of sandy stretches. It'll proba-
.| bly take a couple of years for the water to redeposit
% or spread around the gravel again.

.+ | did manage to find a couple of fish that wanted to
ample my fly... Well, I shouldn’t count the chub as
"it was only about three inches long. | did manage to
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land the only trout seen by the four of us,
getting him to go after a size 16 Shop Vac.
With the rocks being rearranged by the
2008 floods, the fish was in a riffle as op-
posed to hanging out in one of the now bare
bottomed pools.

This nine-incher was the only trout | saw, let
alone landed that day. We did talk to one
other fisherman later in the afternoon who
got a trout on a pink squirrel. Not what
you'd really consider as a “killer day” of fish-
ing. But then, a bad day fishing is still better

than a good day cleaning the back yard!

Greg

Snowbottom Rd

Schick’s small rainbow was the only fish netted that day!
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| The terrain map on the left shows how the river

is contained in the “canyon” upstream of Snow-
bottom Rd. and how it concentrated the flood

| waters. (The flow is towards the top of the map.)

The most stream damage | saw was from the
top of the corn field to Snowbottom Rd. The part
of the stream to the right of side of the cornfield
didn’t sustain much, if any, damage. The water
flowed over the corn field area and dumped tons
of sand & stuff on it, but it didn’t scour out the
stream on the far right of the corn.



FIShlng in Other Places Fishing in New Zealand—Again!

By Don Putning

We came up to the Motueka area on Sunday, March 1, and stayed in Tasman Village in a studio
apartment. The first two days the rivers were all blown out but cleared and the levels fell. I've fished
the Motueka (700 cfs), Wangepeaka (150 cfs), and the Riwaka (70 cfs). I've caught two 18" 2-pound
browns on the Motueka. Thursday was my best day ever, after six hours over four days of fishing to a
rising fish I finally got a take and landed a 24.5" 6-pound female brown. She is the largest I've ever

caught and on afly that | tied. Friday, |
hooked her twin in the next pool 100 yards
downstream. Unfortunately | tried to force her
and the tippet broke so | watched her swim
away sooner than anticipated.

Above: Don’s huge six-pound 24.5-inch brown

Left: A 24-inch five and a quarter pound brown.

The last two weeks on the Pelorus and Maruia rivers have been a challenge. | saw and fished to sev-
eral fine fish but most ignored my flies or spooked. The only bright spot was a 24" 5.25# brown on a
Brown Quill Parachute in the Wakamarina tributary of the Pelorus. Oh well, getting ready for the San
Juan.

(Ed. Note: Don returned to Wisconsin on March 31st after three months in New Zealand...)

April Meeting: Czech Nymphing

Paul Stillmank is going to share with us the techniques used to tie and fish Czech nymphs. Paul fol-
lows the Oliver Edwards style of tying and fishing these heavily weighted patterns This style of trout
fishing has been used in Europe for more than 12 years. Its a productive way to catch trout.

Obviously this method originated in the Czech Republic where it was used to great effect in the Inter-
national Fly Fishing Championships. Since then it has been widely adopted and is not a standard part
of any fly fisherman's armory.

In principle the method is not new — as it presents the right flies at the right depth in a natural manner
in a way in which the takes can be easily spotted. You will agree that this is fundamental to any fly
fisherman. However, the method took this a number of steps further by turbo-blasting the short-line
methods that had been used previously.

The meeting will be Tuesday, April 14th at Yester Years Pub & Grill on W. Greenfield Ave. and starts
at 7:00 pm. Or, you can come and join us for a beer and a burger at 6:00 pm to meet our speaker and
swap stories before the meeting.




April Outing

Trout Fishing Road Trip!

We're going to fish a new location for the April Outing; Gordon Creek in lowa County.

The section we’re going to start on is southwest of Daleyville, along Sandy Rock Rd. and Brue Rd.
There has been some extensive bank work along Sandy Rock Rd. The stream twists and turns

through pasture land from
there downstream to
County Hwy A., where
there is another good ac-
cess point at which to try
your luck.

The area highlighted by the
map is about 11 miles from
Hwy 18 at Mt. Horeb, and
about 115 miles, or two
and a quarter hours, from
Milwaukee

| talked to the two guys in
the pictures and they said
they were mostly getting
browns from this stretch of
the stream. They also said
they had been told there
were some large
“brooders” from one of the
state’s hatcheries there,
too.

Regardless of what'’s in the
water, it’s going to be fun
to see what we can catch!

Photos left and below show the typical stream charac-
teristics along Sandy Rock Rd.

Note: If you're interested in car pooling or
caravanning to the stream you must email
Ken Zielinski at:  flyyeguy@wi.rr.com
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2009 CALENDAR

April May June
14th 12th 9th
Meeting @ Yester Years Casting Clinic Meeting on the Water
Pub & Grill @ Greenfield Park Location TBA
Outing | Trout Fishing Road Trip Trout Fishing Road Trip #1 — Panfish Outing— 6th
Gordon Creek Black Earth Creek Location TBA
25th 16th #2 — “Long Weekend”
Western Wisconsin Trip *
Please note date change!! 19th - 22nd
Fly Tying 15th & 29th 13th & 27th None
Notes * Contact Greg Schick for
more details
Meeting: | September through April: 7 pm Yesteryears Pub & Gri Il 9427 W. Greenfield
Outing: [Meet at 6:30 am at Park & Rides lots. See Hatch fo r details.
Fly Tying: | New Location!! Gander Mountain (Rawson Ave & 27th  St.) from 6:00 - 8:30 pm.

The Hatch is the monthly newsletter of the Milwaukee Lake & S tream Fly Fishers, an incorpo-
rated nonprofit organization affiliated with the Fed eration of Fly Fishers.

Milwaukee Lake & Stream Fly Fishers meets the 2 "™ Tuesday of each month at 7 p.m. at Yester-
Years Pub & Grill, 9427 W. Greenfield Ave., West Al lis, WI

Meetings May through August are on the water. Read The Hatch for locations or go to our web-
site at: http://www.mlsff.org

Send correspondence to: Submit contributions for  The Hatch by the
Milwaukee Lake & Stream Fly Fishers, 20" of the month to:

P.O. Box 370668 Greg Schick, Editor
Milwaukee, WI 53237 at: gaschick@wi.rr.com

Today's Quote "Knot: A tangle with a name."

“There are “indicator plants” and there are “indicator people”. Wheroy see a cedar, you know
there’s alkaline, limestone-based soil around. Conversely, nvizeu see fly fishers, you know there’s
fish around. Well, not always.”

— Jimmy D Moore



