
After having our December meeting snowed out 
by Mother Nature, it was nice chance to get to-
gether with other club members again before the 
holidays. 
 
The weather was perfect and there was only one 
cancellation from those who had planned to at-
tend; Ron Wojack admitted he forgot to put the 
brunch on the calendar and got trumped by a 
play for which his wife had bought tickets!  
 
The decorations and, more importantly, the food 
were wonderful! We were lucky enough to get 
the private room off of the main dining area. The 
table arrangement was such that it was very 
easy to see and chat with everyone, even if we 
were a bit noisy some times! 



Alaska Part II - by Nelson Erdman  

After spending our first ten days in Alaska, enjoying everything it has to offer from some great train 
trips to a Prince William Sound glacier trip to spending every bit of sunlight soaking up the incredible 
beauty Alaska had to offer….we ended up heading north towards Denali and Mt McKinley.   

I took my gear with me; no real plans of fishing while up there other than to take the opportunities as 
they came.  We took off for Talkeetna to catch a train which would take us 115 miles into the wilder-
ness on one of the few flag-stop trains left in America.  This one, called the Hurricane Train, is a diesel 
train that runs from Talkeetna to Hurricane Gulch.  It runs Thursday through Sunday, dropping off or 
picking up passengers at certain stops along the way. Miss one and the train won’t be back until the 
next scheduled time, which could be one day or four, depending on when you missed it. 

I bring it up for one reason; besides the amazing beauty, it was very interesting seeing people coming 
onto the train with weapons used for protection while out camping, fishing, hiking or spending time in a 
rugged cabin.  There were plenty of rivers and places to fish, such as the Indian River – a crystal clear 
stream where many people fish while camping along the railroad tracks in the state parks along the 
way. 

Forks Roadhouse 

We traveled north again to the southern side of Mt. McKinley, down a path much less traveled and off 
the beaten track called Petersville Road, just south of Denali State Park in a small community called 
Trappers Creek.  Down about ten miles the road looses the pavement and is gravel the rest of the 30+ 
miles, a while down this road you’ll hit the Forks Roadhouse.  Nice little bar and restaurant with 1000’s 
of one dollar bills on the walls everyone with names, states and country’s names on them.  While 
there, I got a fishing report on the many rivers and streams that flowed through this area.   
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That night I took the advice and went to Railroad 
creek, north of Trappers Creek, the action was 
pretty good, hitting Pink Salmon. Also, there 
were many Reds –Sockeye and a few Silver-
Coho Salmon.  After this I went back down Pe-
tersville road to Moose Creek. I’d find out why 
they would call it Moose Creek on the way down 
and three times on the way back – one moose 
so close I could still identify down to the last hair. 

I had one last fishing trip to take; this with a 
friend who was coming off a week of Silver fish-
ing on the Goodnews River.  We took off for Sol-
dotna which is about a two hour drive or so from 
Anchorage.  Soldotna is very close to the coastal 
city of Kenai, both cities are pretty nice size cities 
with plenty of options for food and lodging. We ended up staying in a 2-bedroom cabin fully furnished 
with a deck out on a local lake -- which happened to be overrun by Northern Pike. Someone got the 
bright idea to “introduce” these into various lakes in Alaska.  Bad news for the native fish in the lakes.  
They are such a problem they have no limit on Northerns and they actively net them and sometimes 
they even go further to rid these fish from the lakes.  PIKE is a four letter word in these parts. 

Our first day fishing was on the Kenai River where 
the Moose River flows into the Kenai.  The Salmon 
were so thick that we foul hooked more than we 
caught in the mouth.  We caught a couple Silvers 
mixed in with a TON of Pink Salmon.  I think I caught 
15 Pink Salmon in 30 minutes and once we saw they 
were Pinks, we did everything we could to LOSE the 
fish!  The picture shows a male Pink Salmon – check 
out that hump and you can see why they are called 
Humpies. 

We booked a combo trip this day, so we were fishing 
for Silvers with many of our drifts being set-up to 
catch Trout and Dolly Vardens.  We caught our fair 

share of fish this day, but as we hit the back-stretch it started to rain and storm which ended our day 
pretty quickly. 

The last day was the best day fishing, catching 
75 fish in an all-day drift.  We put in at Skilak 
Lake on the Kenai River, and actually traveled 
about 20 miles through the same parts of the 
river we had drifted before, this time with a new 
guide named Matt Duncan   He’s on the cover of 
the December Fly Fishing and Tying Magazine 
and can be reached at 907-223-0381 or email 
madmattduncan@alaska.net 

We drifted using indicators with egg patterns and 
egg colored beads that Matt made up. The ac-
tion started with a bunch of Dolly Vardens, and 
the farther down the river we went the more trout 
we caught. The first big trout was 28” which was 
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 Another Day in Paradise — Springs, that is…  
 

Yeah, we’re silly enough to do it again! Join us on Thursday, January 1, 2009, for another chance to 
tease the trout at Paradise Springs. We generally arrive at the pond around 8:30 am, mostly to allow 
the sun to share whatever warmth it’s willing to give up before we get into the water. 
 
If you’re intending on joining us that morning please let Dave Gonzales know by emailing him at:
flytying2415@yahoo.com 
 

a great fish.   

We continued to drift over some great spots and the fishing was incredible!  Then with about two 
hours to go in the trip we came to a spot in the river where the day before we hit some nice Silver 
Salmon near an island in the river.  As we came up to it again, I thought this is going to be a great spot 
for Rainbow Trout and as we drifted on the right side of the island, a massive strike and ZIP went my 
line way out into the backing.  I fought the fish and it made 5-7 massive runs while Matt put the boat 
off to an area in the river where I could get out and fight the fish in the stream. 

It continued to make runs until finally it 
was netted, measured and released.  
31-1/2” x 22” Rainbow Trout.  I caught 
my two biggest trout in my life on the 
same day; a 28-incher and that 31-1/2 
inch beauty. 



5 

Fishing in South America 
 

Paul Melchior will be giving us a presentation on the fishing opportunities in many South American 
countries. Paul has been in the fishing travel business for over 30 years and he's been to a lot of 
South American fishing locations so his presentation will be based on first hand information. For those 
of you that think the name Paul Melchior sounds familiar. It is. He recently gave us a presentation on 
how to plan and pack for a fishing trip.  
 
Join us on January 13th at Yester Years Pub at 7:00 pm for a great meeting. You can get there at 
6:00 pm for a burger and a beer as well as a chance to chat with Paul before the meeting. 
 

What would the Holiday Season be without 
friends sharing photos with each other, right? 
 
Seen to the right, Todd Wichmann and his family 
are enjoying their holiday together up in Door 
County. 
 
Seen in the bottom photos, Greg and Kathy 
Schick (who’s taking the photos) are enjoying the 
week of Christmas with their dogs down in Jack-
sonville, Florida. 
 
Kathy says that after seeing Todd and his fam-
ily’s photo, she’s applying for a job at some place 
like Denny’s or Wal-Mart in Jacksonville to last 
out the winter! 
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2009 Fishing Show Calendar 
 
The following are the 2009 winter fly fishing shows we have details on as of December, 26th. 

 
 
Ice Breaker – Southern Wisconsin Trout Unlimited 
 
January 17 – 8:30 A.M. to 4:30 P.M 
Featured Speakers: Rick Osthoff, Jim Bartelt, and more 
Location: Promega Bio Tech Center, Fitchburg, WI 
 
Website: http://www.swtu.org/pdfs/icebreaker/icebreaker_09.pdf 
 
 
Cabin Fever Day – Fox Valley Trout Unlimited 
 
January 31 – 9:00 A.M to 4:00 P.M 
Featured Speakers: Darrell Toliver and Tim Landweher 
Location: N8770 Fire Lane # 1, Menasha, WI  
 
Website: http://www.foxvalleytu.org/html/cabin_fever.HTML 
 
 
Spring Opener – Badger Fly Fishers 
 
February 7 – 9:00 A. M.  to 5:00 P.M. 
Featured Speakers: Terry & Roxanne Wilson (bluegills and bass fishing), and more 
Location: Madison Turners Hall, Madison, WI 
 
Website: http://www.badgerflyfishers.org/ 
 
 
Great Waters Fly Fishing Expo - Chicago 
 
February 20 – 22,  check online site for schedule 
Speakers: Kelly Galloup, Brian O’Keefe, Tim Holschlag, Kevin Feenstra, and more. 
Location: Renaissance Schaumburg (NW suburban Chicago), IL 
 
(We will be going to this show for our February Outing! Watch “The Hatch ” for details as the date    
approaches.) 
 
Website: http://www.greatwatersflyfishingexpo.com/index.html 
 
 
Troutfest – Central Wisconsin Trout Unlimited 
 
February 28 – 9:00 A.M. to 5:00 P.M 
Speakers: To be announced 
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Committees:  
 
Education:  
Dick Dragiewicz, 847-498-3260   obiobiobi@ameritech .net 
Greg Schick,       262-635-0522   gaschick@wi.rr.co m 
Ken Zielinski,      414-425-9077   flyyeguy@wi.rr.c om 
 
Programs:  
Dick Dragiewicz, 847-498-3260   obiobiobi@ameritech .net 
 
Fly Tying:  
Greg Schick,  262-635-0522        gaschick@wi.rr.co m 
 
Hatch Editor:  
Greg Schick,  262-635-0522        gaschick@wi.rr.co m 
 
Membership:  
Dave Gonzales, 262-498-0629   flytying2415@yahoo.co m 
 
Outings:  
Ken Zielinski, 414-425-9077       flyyeguy@wi.rr.co m 
 
Raffle Merchandise:  
Dave Gonzales, 262-498-0629   flytying2415@yahoo.co m 
 
Web Master:  
Frank Stetzer,  414-481-8935     stetzer@csd.uwm.ed u 

Officers / Board of Directors  
 
Greg Schick, President 
262-635-0522 
gaschick@wi.rr.com 
 
Dave Gonzales, Vice Pres. 
262-498-0629    
flytying2415@yahoo.com 
 
Frank Stetzer, Secretary  
414-481-8935 
stetzer@csd.uwm.edu 
 
Jim Johnson, Treasurer 
262-549-4868 
jjrdjohnson@yahoo.com 
 
Peter Alba, Member at Large 
262-780-6259 
Palba@Amfam.com  
 
Joe Valkoun, Member at Large 
414-481-9987 
Jcvalkoun@milwpc.com 
 
Barry Wichmann, Member at Large 
414-281-7511 
bwichmann@wi.rr.com 
 
Ron Wojack, Member at Large 
414-281-2947 
wojaxx@wi.rr.com 
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2008 CALENDAR 
 January February March 
 

Meeting 
13th 

@ Yester Years 
Pub & Grill 

10th 
@ Yester Years 

Pub & Grill 

10th 
@ Yester Years 

Pub & Grill 

Outing Paradise Springs 
1st 

Indoors at Great Waters 
Expo—Chicago 

21st 

Spring Trout Opener 
Location TBA 

21st 

Fly Tying 14th & 28th 11th & 25th 11th & 25th 

Notes    

  

  
 

  

Meeting: September through April: 7 pm Yesteryears Pub & Gri ll  9427 W. Greenfield   

Outing: Meet at 6:30 am at Park & Rides lots.  See Hatch fo r details.   

Fly Tying: Sportsmen’s Warehouse (I-43 & Mooreland Rd.)  from 6:00 - 8:30 pm.   

    

The Hatch  is the monthly newsletter of the Milwaukee Lake & S tream Fly Fishers, an incorpo-
rated nonprofit organization affiliated with the Fed eration of Fly Fishers. 
 
Milwaukee Lake & Stream Fly Fishers meets the 2 nd Tuesday of each month at 7 p.m. at Yester-
Years Pub & Grill, 9427 W. Greenfield Ave., West Al lis, WI 
 
Meetings May through August are on the water. Read The Hatch for locations or go to our web-
site at: http://www.mlsff.org 

Send correspondence to: 
Milwaukee Lake & Stream Fly Fishers, 
P.O. Box 370668 
Milwaukee, WI 53237 

Submit contributions for The Hatch  by the 
20th of the month to: 
                       Greg Schick, Editor  
                       at: gaschick@wi.rr.com 
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 "There he stands, draped in more equipment than a telephone lineman, trying to outwit an organism with a 
brain no bigger than a breadcrumb, and getting licked in the process."  — Paul O'Neil, 1965 
 
"Fly patterns are a lot like women. Some are plain. Some are flashy and some are in between. Look at your 
wife. She caught you, right? Tie a fly patterned after her, and you'll probably catch a lot of fish, but don't 
dare tell her if you're tying 'plain'." — Jimmy D Moore 
�



It’s that time of the year again! 
 
Membership dues for 2009 are unchanged and can be handed in at a club event or sent to 
the club post office box listed below. 
 
In order to keep our costs down we will again use email notification, for those of you who have 
it, for various informational notes and memos, and for the posting of the latest issue of “The 
Hatch”. 

Please ensure that you list your email address correctly, too! 
 

In order to make our record keeping easier — and to prevent your name from inadvertently 
being missed on the list — please fill out the form below and bring it and your 
check to… 
 

1) The Paradise Springs Outing on Jan. 1st... 
2) The membership meeting on Jan. 13th... 
3) Or mail it along with your check to the club post office box listed below 

 
Thanks for being a member! We’re looking forward to another great year in 2009! 
 
Make check payable to: Milwaukee Lake & Stream (Or MLSFF) 
If mailing, send to: 
 

MLSFF 
P.O.Box 370668 
Milwaukee, WI 53237 

 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

 
Milwaukee Lake & Stream Fly Fishers 
2009 New Member Application & Renewal Form: 

 
Name _____________________________________________________ 
 
Address ___________________________________________ ________ 
 
City __________________________ State _______ Zip _ ____________ 
 
Phone (_____) _____________________________________ _________ 
 
Email _____________________________________________ _________ 
 
(This is very important! Please write your email ad dress legibly!) 
 
Membership Type:    Single ___ $25.00      Family _ __ $35.00 
 
Please indicate whether New ___ or Renewal___  


