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November Meeting ——

They call the Muskie “the fish of a thousand casts”... Well,

Robert Tomes showed us that with the proper techniques and MUSK]E ,
skills, you can put yourself in the picture to the right and even ON THE FLY ‘

do itin less than a thousand casts! _ e b SRR B

Robert gave us an excellent presentation on fishing for
Muskies with a fly rod. Not only is he an accomplished fly
fisher, but he is also a very skilled Muskie fisher! He gave us
a great overvue of how to catch this huge fish on a fly rod.

We hope everyone enjoyed the Robert Tomes presentation
on fly fishing for muskies. If you'd like to purchase his book
"Muskie on the Fly" its available from Amazon for

only $37.77 including free shipping. The book has lots of in-
formation on musky fishing and complimentary photo-
graphs. Check it out at www.amazon.com.

Upcoming for December: New Zealand and the Fly

Our own Don Putning is the featured speaker this month. He's going to tell us about the trips he and
his wife have taken to New Zealand. He'll be sharing information on traveling and trout fishing in New
Zealand. Join us for a great presentation.




Photos from the Area:

Rt: Al Dalphonso on a self-guided float
trip in the Sylvania Wilderness. Self-guided
means you row your own boat...

Below: Dick Dragiewicz had a successful
steelhead outing on the Muskegon River
In Michigan.

Fishing in Other Places Fly Fishing Arizona's Hidden Trout Streams
by Todd Wichmann, FFOTW.com

On a recent business trip to Arizona | took 2 days to fish some of Arizona's hidden trout streams. |
must point out first that | use the word "hidden" from a mainstream public perspective; the streams |
fished are hardly hidden to the locals Arizonians or the others that have fished them before. However,
| had never heard of these trout streams until | did some research, and based on the limited informa-
tion | could find online about them, the trout streams of Arizona are definitely lesser known than other
fabled western trout streams.

After flying into Phoenix, the first stream | hit was the Salt River, located just about 20 miles northeast
of the city. If you have ever driven through Phoenix, you have crossed over the dried up portion of the
Salt River since the water gets diverted for human use as it gets closer to Phoenix. However, the sec-
tion of the river | fished is located near the junction of the Verde River in the Tonto National Forest.
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The Salt River is a cold water tailwater in this region
since the water is draining from Saguaro Lake and
the dam on Bartlett Lake which feeds the Verde
River.

In addition to fishing, the Salt River allows for some
unique panoramic views and sights. In the back-
ground you can see Red Mountain peering over the
water as | fish with my 4 wt rod.

The views of deep red rock in the Arizona land-
scape was a change of pace from the normal
browns and greens surrounding a typical western
trout stream. Also, | have never had the chance
to get a picture taken next to a cactus while fly
fishing! Fortunately | didn't have to experience
what it's like to get tangled fly line off of a thou-
sand year old, 50+ foot Saguaro cactus.

One of our listeners of our "Fly Fishing Weekly"
podcast, John from Phoenix, nicely offered to meet
me when | arrived in town and spend the day fish-
ing the Salt River together.

John suggested that a 4 wt rod is really as large as
you need to use for most of the Arizona trout
streams, since most are smaller streams and
creeks, and the fish tend to grow anywhere be-
tween 9 and 14 inches. The major exception to this
of course is the mighty Colorado river in Northern
Arizona, where 5 and 6 wt rods would be needed to
land the much larger trout, as well as to cast across
the wider water.

| didn't get to fish the Colorado river on this trip
due since it was several hours away, and besides,
" that's hardly a "hidden" trout stream and won't fit

4 into the topic of this article!

Unfortunately the fishing on the Salt River was

| disappointing. As you can imagine, even a tailwa-
8 ter located in the "Valley of the Sun" has a hard

B8 time keeping a year round trout population healthy

S8 as air temperatures get into the 120 degree range.

o | don't think trout understand the concept of a "dry

heat" anyway, which is used by the locals to ex-

plain why they continue to live in an Easy-Bake

Oven during the summer months. However, the




AZ Fish and Game department regularly stock the
Salt River with rainbow trout in the late fall and Yy
wintertime, and when the stocking occurs, there is

a bounty of trout to catch. We were fishing the
Salt on a Sunday before the next stocking was go- /™
ing to occur on a Wednesday that week. Allwe
saw that day were some guys catching bass using
traditional spinner bait.

John however was able to catch this trophy fish to
the right on his first cast of the day. Unfortunately
that was the only fish we caught combined in the
couple of hours we spent on the Salt. The fish
was so small we had a hard time identifying it -
bass? trout? We settled on "minnow" (sarcastically). John thought about getting this monster stuffed
and mounted for his wall, but then decided against it. At least | can say I've seen the smallest fish
ever caught on a fly before (caught on a pheasant tail-style nymph pattern).

One of the spinner bass fisherman walked by while | was taking this picture and snickered, "l see you
got your bait ready to use." Sacrilege! Clearly we needed some trout stocking to help us out!

So the overall verdict on the Salt River? The water was easy to access, easy to wade, had some nice
riffles and runs, and located not too far out of town from Phoenix. If you're in Phoenix in the fall and
winter, and the stocking has already started, then it would be worth a trip out to the Salt River to check
it out. It's pretty much the only trout fishing available in less than an hour outside of downtown Phoe-
nix.

I had much greater expectations as | headed further north towards Flagstaff, and | wasn't disap-
pointed!

Another podcast listener, Ryan from Wisconsin, suggested three northern AZ trout streams to fish: the
Wet Beaver Creak, Oak Creek, and East Clear Creek. After discussing the pluses and minuses of
each of the rivers with Ryan over emalil, | decided to fish the Oak Creek immediately north of Sedona.
| picked Oak Creek due to its easy access along State Highway 89A, its reputation for having large
trout populations, and maybe the biggest tie-breaker, the chance to see some of the beautiful rock for-
mations that surround Sedona.

The formation to the right is known as the
"Snoopy" rock. From a farther distance
away the rock does look like Snoopy
sleeping on top of his doghouse. The
scenery surrounding Sedona is definitely a
bonus to fishing here.

As | drove north up Hwy 89A out of Se-
dona, | passed Sliding Rock park, which
bills itself as a natural water slide into a
deep pool of the Oak Creek. Itis much
cooler in northern AZ as you get higher
and higher in altitude, so with temps only
in the 60's | passed on trying out this natu-
ral water slide on this trip.




Since the temperature is cooler and precipitation is more
common, the scenery starts to change and you begin to
see more and more trees along the Oak Creek canyon.

| saw a ton of people driving along the canyon to enjoy
the beautiful scenery, but | didn't see a single fisherman
the entire time | was in Oak Creek canyon. | guess this
is somewhat a hidden trout fishery after all!

The best fishing | found was north of Sliding Rock park
and south of the campgrounds on the northern edge of
the creek. The water is very easy to access, but at this

time of the year there were many places where the wa-
ter was too low to fish. Finding some runs and pools
wasn't too difficult however. This was my favorite spot
on Oak Creek:

When | arrived there was a major Blue Wing Olive hatch S
underway, and | quickly tied on a Size 18 BWO
emerger. | had on 5x tippet & leader on my 4 wt WF
line already, so | tried that first. After getting several re-
jections of rising fish, even after | place the fly right over
their noses, | decided to switch to 6x tippet while keep-
ing the same fly pattern | had selected. As you can see
the water was very clear and relatively shallow, hence |
thought | might need a smaller tippet size.

Success! Maybe my casts were better coincidentally
after | switched to 6x , but | couldn't help but believe
switching to the smaller tippet size helped. | caught
several rainbows on dry flies during the BWO hatch.
Here is a close-up of the BWO emerger that was a big

ey e e hit with the Oak Creek trout. | didn't know who

2t IO tied it at first in our website fly swap, but after |
got home | looked it up and this emerger was
tied by John Ruberto.

| caught all rainbows while | was there, but | understand
there are some natural reproducing brown trout as well
in Oak Creek. Later | learned that most of the rainbows
in Oak Creek are stocked trout, so my ego was taken
down a notch realizing | was landing relatively easier to
catch hatchery fish. But their hard fight and readiness




to take a fly was not going to cause any complain-
ing from me!

Most of the trout were about 9 inches long, but they
were hard fighters that liked to jump into the air. |
did catch a couple trout that were closer to a foot
long. The Size 18 BWO emerger was working well,
but it was also very hard to see on the water.

| switched over to an easier to see white size 14 EIk
Hair Caddis, just to see if they would take that too.
I had seen some caddis flies bouncing around

every now and then on the water as well, so | fig-
ured | would give it a shot. As you can see, | had success with that dry fly as welll After about an hour
of this, the hatch died down and the rises stopped.

| then switched over to my new "money in the bag" fly - the Shop Vac. This fly was introduced to us
by Greg Schick on a recent fishing trip to Yellowstone. It is a great pattern! The Shop Vac pulled out
another 8 trout in an hour out of a small plunge-pool in the creek. Why else do you think they call it

the "Shop Vac" - it sucks all the trout out of the water!

I think the white Zelon material on the back of this fly
really makes it a killer, since the Zelon gets translucent
and very "buggy" to represent an emerging wing from
a case on a midge or mayfly nymph. | was using a
size 16 Shop Vac that | had left over from the Yellow-
stone trip.

Here are some shots of the Shop Vac in action.

In this next pic, notice the white Zelon material on
the back of the fly, and how translucent it looks
when wet - just like a wing beginning to emerge.
Unfortunately this Zelon material is becoming
hard to find.

In fact, Blue Ribbon Flies in West Yellowstone bought
up the entire world wide supply of the material. You
can buy it from their website: www.blueribbonflies.
com

Overall I had one of my better days of fly fishing on
Oak Creek. The fish eagerly took both dry and wet
flies, and there wasn't another fisherman in sight. The
scenery around Sedona is unique in the world and
worth a drive to see the rocks and hills just for the
view.




Presentation - The "X" Factor by Dennis Galyardt

In the late 1960’s when | really started fishing with a fly rod, my standard tippet was 3X. 3X!!
Not because | was fishing for tarpon with a dry fly, but because it was three pound test. |
would break off too many fish if | used 4X and 5X was out of the question. 3X, three pound
test was the best technology had to offer. Luckily, | was mostly fishing #12 Royal Wulffs in the
Montana backcountry. When | look at the diameter of that 3X leader today, | am really thank-
ful for the modern 5, 6, and even 7X that is so much stronger. | know for certain that in many
trout waters tippet size does make a difference.

Only yesterday, on a small Colorado Front Range stream, | tried a #10 hopper pattern on a 4X leader.
No rises, not even a looker. All of the fish in this stream were wild brown trout in a fairly remote area
and don't have to duck fishhooks on a regular basis. | extended my leader with a two-foot section of
6X and recast. A trout rose on the first float over the same water. Fly size or pattern was not the factor
this day, but tippet size was.

Can fish really see a difference between 4X and 6X? They may, but that is not the only factor. The
lighter leader aids in presentation.

Did you hear the one about the two guys in a boat? Both used the same rod, reel, fly, etc., but one
caught 10 fish and the other caught one. Maybe you have been there. What could be the difference?

Presentation. If the fly lands with a splash, the line crashes into the water or the angler rips a “bad
cast” off the surface leaving a spray; these all add up to poor presentation. Trout, wild or hold over
stockers, learn quickly that things moving through the air over their heads may mean danger. Freshly
stocked fish may be attracted to the sound of pellets hitting the water, but after surviving a month or so
in the river they may learn that a plunk or a splat is not necessarily related to food, but to disaster.

If you have heard that 10% of the fishermen catch 90% of the fish and are determined to join the elite
10%, then consider the size of your tippet and the length of your leader. Lighter and longer may sound
a little scary to beginners or even old timers not used to it, but it does make a difference. If you use a
5X or a 6X tippet, on a leader that is 1 % times your rod length, you will get more strikes. You may not
land more fish right away, if you are not used to the lighter leader material; but with practice you will
wonder why those other anglers are using the heavy stuff.

The other aspect of delicate presentation involves using a softer rod. Pool cue stiff fly rods tend to
cause a larger splash down area when the fly, leader and line land. Four and five weight rods with
mid-flex action create softer landings and fewer disturbances. Some rod companies say that this ac-
tion is “traditional” meaning, | think, that it compares to fiberglass or bamboo rather than graphite. All
graphite rods are not poker stiff and certain rod models by Temple Fork, Powell and Orvis have action
recommended for meadow streams, spring creeks and quiet waters. These are not parking lot rods,
designed to cast entire fly lines, but rods to be used at medium distances of 30 feet or so.

Their function is to put a dry fly or nymph in a tea cup with only a minimum of disturbance. Long rods,
9 feet or more provide better line control, easier mending and less drag. All this adds up to less distur-
bance, better presentation, more strikes, and more fish...the elite 10%. Be stealthy, be watchful and
be creative to catch more fish.
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2008 CALENDAR

December January February
9th 13th 10th
Meeting @ Yester Years @ Yester Years @ Yester Years
Pub & Grill Pub & Grill Pub & Grill
Outing Holiday Brunch Paradise Springs Indoors at Great Waters
14th 1st Expo—Chicago
21st
Fly Tying 10th (Only) 14th & 28th 11th & 25th
Notes
Meeting: | September through April: 7 pm Yesteryears Pub & Gri Il 9427 W. Greenfield

Outing: |Meet at 6:30 am at Park & Rides lots. See Hatch fo r details.

Fly Tying: |Sportsmen’s Warehouse (I-43 & Mooreland Rd.) from  6:00 - 8:30 pm.

The Hatch is the monthly newsletter of the Milwaukee Lake & S tream Fly Fishers, an incorpo-
rated nonprofit organization affiliated with the Fed eration of Fly Fishers.

Milwaukee Lake & Stream Fly Fishers meets the 2 "™ Tuesday of each month at 7 p.m. at Yester-
Years Pub & Grill, 9427 W. Greenfield Ave., West Al lis, WI

Meetings May through August are on the water. Read The Hatch for locations or go to our web-
site at: http://www.mlsff.org

Send correspondence to: Submit contributions for  The Hatch by the
Milwaukee Lake & Stream Fly Fishers, 20" of the month to:

P.O. Box 370668 Greg Schick, Editor
Milwaukee, WI 53237 at: gaschick@wi.rr.com

P # $ % ™ "



