
The guest speaker at the April meeting was Will Wawrzyn, a fisheries biologist with the Wisconsin 
DNR.  One of his areas of responsibility is the Milwaukee River Basin.  His presentation was about the 
challenges the river is facing as well as the fishing opportunities it offers.  Here is a summary of his 
presentation. 
 
On its 80+ mile trip from West Bend to Milwaukee’s lake front the river runs through Ozaukee, Wash-
ington, and Milwaukee counties.  On this trip the river faces lots of challenges that affect its flow, tem-
perature, cleanliness, and fish life. 
 
Here is a list of factors that adversely affect this great river 
 
1.   Sanitary and storm waters pollute the river.  Sewage pollution problems are generally due to the 

lack of capacity at sewage treatment plants 
2.   Land use and development also pollute the river by adding unwanted chemicals to the water 

through runoff. 
3.   Locations like Cedar Creek, Lincoln Creek, and the Estabrook Dam impoundment have large con-

centrations of contaminants, such as PCB’s.  These are due to past manufacturing facilities that 
used the river as a dumping ground for unwanted materials. 

4.   Wetlands can help clean up these contaminants, but with so much development in the area wet-
lands acreage is continually decreasing 

5.   Existing dams and impoundments slow the water flow and increase water temperatures.  Warmer 
water temperatures promote weed/algae growth that changes the fish population mix to less desir-
able species, e.g. carp 

6.   Developed urban areas have a large number of people fishing that frequently disregard fishing 
regulations and harvest any and all the fish they catch.  These fish are harvested even though 
published fish consumption advisories warn of health hazards from consuming these fish.  Keep-
ing undersized fish also results in a lower population of fish in the river. 

7.   The invasion of exotic species into the watershed competes with native fish for food sources. 
8.   Culvert designs can hinder or stop fish from migrating to and from spawning areas. 
9.   The river generally lacks adequate wood and rock structure/cover that is needed by fish for protec-

tion.  Land owners like to remove fallen trees to preserve their view of the river rather than let the 
trees stay in the river to provide cover for fish and food sources. 

10. Development and private land ownership limit river access for the public. 
11. Dredging of the river at North Avenue to 18 feet eliminated natural spawning grounds. 
 

The Good and the Bad  
of the Milwaukee River 



Trout Fishing on Black Earth Creek 
 

Well, the weatherman screwed up again!! But this time 
it was in a good way! For our first inland trout outing of 
the ‘08 season the weather was mostly sunny with 
pleasant temperatures! The water was a little off-color 
on the Saturday of the outing, but the flow was fine, 
even if it was a more than “average” for that time of 
year. 
 
Five of us made the trip out to Cross Plains to do the 
outing; Peter Alba, Zak Fowler, Barry Wichmann, Ken 
Zielinski, and Greg Schick.  
 
While the weather was nice, the fish were not.  We 
started off on the stretch of stream by South Valley Rd. 
The only one of us that got a fish there was Barry, who 
hooked a nice 14” brown on a midge larva pattern — 
the blood worm. Barry was so excited that he didn’t get 
a picture of it, but Zak can attest to its “capture”. 
 
Ken and Barry later went to the east side of the town of 
Black Earth to try their luck there, but Barry’s fish stood 
up as the only one on Saturday. Greg came back to 
the stream on Sunday morning and caught two 8” - 10” 
browns, one on a Jung Special midge pupa, and the 
other on a caddis pupa. 

 

 
Positive signs for the river 
 
1.   Stable fish populations are found in many areas of the river, but there could be more if the public 

cooperated.  The 80 + miles of river between Milwaukee and West Bend does provide fishermen 
many places to catch salmon, steelhead, bass, walleyes, carp, pike, etc. 

2.   Samplings of fish populations have demonstrated that bass are thriving.  More and bigger bass are 
found farther upstream than in the lower sections of the river. 

3.   Efforts are underway to replenish historic species (sturgeon and walleye) to the river. 
4.   There are private and governmental efforts underway to protect the river.  For example the Friends 

of Milwaukee’s Rivers coordinates a clean up of the river shoreline.  This year more than 2,000 
people participated in this project.  They’ve been doing this for 13 years. 

5.   Since 1987 12 dams have been removed.  This has improved the water flow and aquatic life.  An 
overall dam removal strategy is needed to continue to help the river. 

 
Remember when you are walking along or fishing on the Milwaukee River to take the time to help 
clean up the debris that accumulates along the shoreline.  This action will help improve the river and 
might encourage others to follow your example. 

Barry Wichmann rigging up 
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Milwaukee River Cleanup 
 

Three MLSFF club members teamed up with ten or twelve members of the South East Wisconsin 
Trout Unlimited Chapter to work on the 2008 Milwaukee River Clean Up.  Club members Al 
Dalphonso, Herb Oechler, and Dick Dragiewicz participated in this program. 
 
The entire group produced 40 or 50 big 
bags of junk.  Our collection of junk in-
cluded lots of paper, plastic bags, food 
wrappers, plastic bottles, a tire, some 
chicken wire fencing, pieces of heavy 
pipe, rope, etc.  Amazing how much of 
this stuff was scattered along our sec-
tion of the river.  The section of the river 
we worked on was along Humboldt Ave-
nue from Capital Drive to the UWM park 
& ride lot. 
 
 
Herb, Dick, and Al are on the right side of this 
photo 
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Clockwise from above: Greg Schick, Ken Zielinski, and Zak 
Fowler. Alas… we weren’t able to get a shot of Peter Alba! 
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Notes by Dick Dragiewicz 
 

Bill Meyers’ Photography 101 presentation at our March meeting was terrific.  He gave us basic in-
structions on how to take better photographs with our digital and film cameras.  After reviewing my 
notes on the presentation I summarized his talk for publication in the Hatch.  I hope his talk and these 
reminder notes help all of us improve our photographic skills this year.  
 
Bill said photography is easy.  We just need to know how to correctly use our camera and to think 
about the photographs we want to produce before we click the shutter.  
 
Taking the time to read the camera’s instruction manual will help us learn and understand its features 
and tools.   Knowing how to use the camera properly should improve our photographic results.  
 
In composing a picture it’s important to think about what we want the photograph to look like before 
we press the shutter. This process of composing a picture includes making sure the subject is properly 
positioned, having a complimentary background for the subject, achieving proper lighting/shadows, 
using fill flash when necessary, etc.   
 
One of the most frequently used ways of directing the viewer's eye to the center of interest in a picture 
is by following the rule of thirds. You've probably heard Digital Camera Magazine, and other photogra-
phers, talk about this compositional tool, which was developed by painters centuries ago. The idea is 
to imagine that your frame is split into nine equal sections by two horizontal lines and two vertical 
lines. Then, by placing your subject, or a key part of your scene, at or near a point where the lines 
cross a point of power you'll lead your viewer's eye through the image, and create a more balanced 
composition; you'll be surprised at how dominant smaller subjects can become in a much larger 
scene. There's a similar rule, the golden mean, in which the proportions are slightly different, although 
the idea's the same. 
 
Not every image in a shoot should conform 
to the rule of thirds, otherwise you'll end up 
creating a series of similarly paced pictures. 
Sometimes, all it takes is a slight nudge of 
the main subject off-center to create a more 
balanced picture, or you could try moving 
the subject right to the edge of the frame.  
 
There will be times when you have no op-
tion but to place your subject bang in the 
center of the photo, and as long as that's 
where you want to hold your viewers atten-
tion, that's fine. Imagine you're on safari, and a lion starts running towards you; this is probably the 
time to place the subject dead center; if you managed to hold your camera steady! In practice, you'd 
probably need the animal to be dead center because you'd need your most sensitive autofocus points 
to track it, but its also perfect placement if the lion's gaze is fixed on you. 
 
To help us compose pictures many cameras have a feature called “grid lines”.  These lines create a tic 
tac toe pattern on the camera’s viewfinder/screen.  Using these gridline quadrants can help create a 
better image than using the traditional bulls eye approach.  To improve results look at the angle of the 
subject, the background, skyline, etc., before taking the photo.   Make the necessary adjustments and 
then take the picture. 
 
Fill flash helps improve photos.  Want to learn how to use fill flash?   It’s easy.  Pick a subject that has 

Digitally Re-reprocessed 



its back to the sun, then walk toward the subject until it fills 50% or more of the viewfinder, then take 
the photo.  The camera should flash and the photo should look good.  Take a look at your camera 
manual to learn how you can use fill flash when necessary. 
 
Printing or downloading pictures to your computer gives an opportunity to analyze them.   Doing this 
analysis will encourage us to take steps to improve our future photos.  This analysis is really “learning 
from our mistakes” so we can correct them in the future.  
 
After downloading photos to your computer there are additional steps that can be used to improve the 
pictures.  Programs like Photoshop Elements and other inexpensive software are designed to correct 
problems and improve the photographs.  Retouching a photo can include such changes as eliminating 
unwanted shadows on the subject, adjusting the background by removing unwanted items, color cor-
rections are also possible.  The correction possibilities are limitless. 
 
Bill’s rules for successful photography and related thoughts: 
    

1.   Set your camera up for success before taking pictures.   Memory cards are cheap; buy a big-
ger card, or maybe several of them, and shoot, shoot, shoot.  

2.   Don’t let your camera do your thinking.  By using the icons on the camera controls you can out 
think your camera.  These icons were put there for a reason.  Just remember to use them.  

3.   Think first, shoot second. 
4.   Look at your image!  Carefully analyze your photographs for good points and mistakes.  Use 

this process as a learning tool. 
5.   How do I make my camera take better images?  �Prepare — �Practice — �Analyze — Practice 

 
Remember the camera is only a tool.  Like any tool we use we can make it do whatever we want.  We 
just need to know how to use it. 

 
Al Dalphonso recently spent a productive day 
steelhead fishing on the Menominee River: 
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Todd Wichmann found himself in North Carolina re-
cently… or did he arrange this fishing trip on purpose, 
just to make us Wisconsinites jealous?? 

 
Todd fished some of the streams in and around the Great Smokey Mountains National Park and sent 
us these photos and comments: 
 
Brook trout are cool looking - I think 
they are my favorite now in terms of 
color patterns.  I like the picture of the 
Griffith's gnat right on the lip.  I caught 
that one in the first hour of fishing and 
it was the best in terms of size and 
color I caught for the whole 4 days!   
 
Talk about peaking early.  Very good 
fishing action - lots of strikes and you 
will land ~7+ fish each day no issues 
(at least on the stocked sections of the 
river). 
 
These shots were taken on the Nantahala River. 
 
I really enjoyed my trip down to the Smokies - you will hear 
more about it in the next 2 podcasts on Fly Fishing On The 
Web, aka www.FFOTW.com  — (including a cool interview 
with the "local legend" down there in terms of fly fisherman - 
Roger Lowe.  He's written several books).   
 
I had some real fun dry fly action, surprisingly, and when you 
look at the pics you'll see why.  There were only pockets of 
calm water for dry flies mixed with fast currents.  Totally dif-
ferent experience for me - good to get under your belt. 
 
So I think a Smoky Mountain trip is a good one for anyone or 
any group to take and to experience the different fishing.   

 
Still, it’s not as good as fishing out west; 
you are fishing for stocked and native 
brook trout — but there are at LEAST 
twelve trout streams to fish all from 
around Bryson City, N.C. (or west of 
Asheville).  You could easily fish a differ-
ent river every day over a 2 week trip. 
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Ran into a number of hatches — big size 12 may-
flies, looked like Sulphurs and/or light Cahills.  
Also had a nightime hatch of black caddis, as well 
as tiny yellow stoneflies on a different part of the 
river a different night.   
 
In Roger's book those last 2 are suppose to hatch 
in early May; came early this year.  Tiny midge-
like things also hatching all the time, which is why 
my Girffith's Gnat also worked well. 
 
Also had other various Mayflies flying around that 
a size 16-18 Adams worked perfect on; kind of 
darker in color.  I was amazed to see all the dry fly 
action; I thought I would be nymphing the whole 
day. 

 
And I've also become somewhat of a dry 
fly snob, I think.  I was catching trout after 
trout on copper johns, and little red zebras 
while we were up in the mountains for wild 
fish, and the other guys were having great 
success with San Juan worms - almost in-
stant strikes on those. 
 
But after a while, I wanted the challenge of 
the dry fly action.  Even if I just caught one 
fish to everyone else's 5 or 6, matching the 
hatch, getting a ton of strikes on the dry fly, 
hooking some and losing a lot more, etc., 
just made the whole experience really 
great.   
 
 
 

 
I concluded as long as I'm getting a lot of 
surface strikes on a dry fly, I would much 
rather catch one fish all day long by match-
ing the hatch and landing it, vs. 10 on 
nymphs.  
 
I’m also a realist… If there is no surface ac-
tion I'll go to a nymph in a heartbeat, and did 
several times when the water was quiet on 
top. 
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Bluegills on a Fly  
 

Most of us are trout fishermen and we all know how hard it can be to catch 
them at times. For a change of pace we started something different last 
year. We had an outing to fish for bluegills and we had a lot of fun. After 
the outing some of us enjoyed it so much that they went back a couple 
more times. Unlike trout, there is not shortage of panfish so we can keep a 
bunch of them for a dinner or two. I did and had to teach myself how to 
clean fish again. I hadn’t done it for a very long time. Bluegills can be 
mighty tasty. 
 
No matter how long you’ve been fly fishing you can still enjoy a day haul-
ing in some fish that are usually very willing to take a fly and that like to 
fight hard. Most of us started fishing as youngsters and panfish were our 
goal. The only difference is that we were using worms. Now we use flies, 
but we still enjoy it just as much.  
 
Come with us on this outing. I know you’ll enjoy it . We are going to 
Madison’s Lake Waubesa for our outing on May 24 th. 

Casting Clinic with Eric Helm 
 

Erik Helm will demonstrate fly casting techniques at this meeting. He'll also provide directions and as-
sistance to those that want to improve their fly casting skills.  

Meeting is on May 13th at 5:00 P.M. Location is the  Greenfield Park Area # 5. Take 116th Street 
to the park entrance at Rogers Street, turn left at the T and go to the parking lot. We'll be at the top of 
the hill.  
 
Hot dogs, brats, potato salad, soft drinks will be available for a donation. Don't forget to bring your 
rods/reels/lines. 
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Check out Fly Fishing On The Web at http://www.FFOT W.com   — a new and growing fly fish-
ing website. Blogs, forums, podcasts, stream info w ill all be featured as it grows!  
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 May June July 
Meeting 13th 

Casting Clinic 
Meeting on the Water 

10th 
Meeting on the Water 

8th 

 
Outing 

24th 
Panfish outing 

21st 
Castle Rock Creek 

19th 

Fly Tying 14th and 28th None — It time to fish! None — It time to fish! 

Notes    

  
 

    
 August September October 

Meeting Meeting on the Water 
12th 

9th 14th 

Outing 23rd 20th 25th 

Fly Tying None — It time to fish! 10th Only 15th and 29th 

Notes    

  
 

  

Meeting: 7 pm Yesteryears Pub & Grill  9427 W. Greenfield   

Outing: Meet at 6:30 am at Park & Rides lots.  See Hatch fo r details.   

Fly Tying: Sportsmen’s Warehouse (I-43 & Mooreland Rd.)  from 6:00 - 8:30 pm.   

    

2008 CALENDAR 

The Hatch  is the monthly newsletter of the Milwaukee Lake & S tream Fly Fishers, an incorpo-
rated nonprofit organization affiliated with the Fed eration of Fly Fishers. 
 
Milwaukee Lake & Stream Fly Fishers meets the 2 nd Tuesday of each month at 7 p.m. at Yester-
Years Pub & Grill, 9427 W. Greenfield Ave., West Al lis, WI 
 
Meetings May through August are on the water. Read The Hatch for locations or go to our web-
site at: http://www.mlsff.org 

Send correspondence to: 
Milwaukee Lake & Stream Fly Fishers, 
P.O. Box 370668 
Milwaukee, WI 53237 

Submit contributions for The Hatch  by the 
20th of the month to: 
                       Greg Schick, Editor  
                       at: gaschick@wi.rr.com 
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