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September Meeting: Fishing the Driftless Area

Our speaker for September was Jim Bartelt, a Madison based fly fish-
ing guide. Jim has a lifetime of fly fishing experience and has been
guiding anglers for trout on these spring creeks since 1990. He is a
professional fly casting instructor and veteran Fly Fishing School In-
structor. Jim has taught for 32 years at Madison East High School, so
he has spent his entire career sharing knowledge with others.

Jim gave us a nice presentation on how he fishes southwest Wiscon-
sin’s Driftless Area spring creeks. Not only did we get some fresh tips
on how to fish the Driftless Area, he showed us some of the flies he
uses and told us of some of the “less pressured” streams that he likes
to fish, too.

Jim stressed that presenting the fly is a key to success. He also ex-
plained how fishing techniques, casting techniques, and reading the
water to understand where to find trout are all parts of a successful

day on the stream.




September Outing: The Onion River
By Greg Schick

Four of us ventured up the Onion River for our September Outing: Dale Koniecki , Frank Stetzer , Al
Welch, and myself. Ken Zielinski wasn'’t able to go the day of outing, but did manage to get to the
stream on his own a few days later.
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At the outing, Frank started fishing in the area around the

EEE—— bridge on County Highway E. The other three of us went
downstream a bit to a farmer’s property that was along both sides of Winooski Rd. The stream is small
and the weeds and growth along the banks makes it a bit hard to cast in spots, but the water had a
number of pools that looked like they hold some smaller trout.

o ] ] Al Welch working a a nice stretch downstream of Winooski
Once a thriving village, all that remains to be Rd. The narrowness of the stream sometimes forces you to
seen now is the farm on which this sign sits. work from within the water.

Ken said he only got three fish, but he learned a lot. He only fished upstream from County E, but he
got two 11-inch browns and one 13-inch rainbow — and he also lost a couple more. He thought they
were browns but wasn’t sure. Ken said he got the first two on a prince nymph — about a size 14 —
and the last brown on Frank Stetzer's black nymph He wasn't sure exactly how far he went, but he
didn't get as far as the cemetery.



When Ken got there he saw two very ooooold guys who were going in downstream of the bridge with
very long spinning rods (Maybe 9 ft.) When Ken got back to the car he talked to a guy who just got
there who was going downstream with worms and then coming back and going upstream with spin-
ners. He said that this was only his second year fishing there and that they had done a tremendous
job rebuilding the downstream side.

The stream may be a bit small, but we believe it holds a
lot of trout. There are even some brookies in it. Fishing in
the spring may be easier because of less brush. In a num-
ber of places it was only possible to fish by standing in the
water.

You might have to do a lot of "dapping & flipping”, and if
the wind is blowing hard you might spend some time re-
trieving your flies from the trees along the banks.

It might be best to think of using two rods there. One nine %
foot or longer to “dap” the fly on the surface at times, and
one shorter one to cast.

Ken didn't get to fish as far as the cemetery, but he thinks
it's more open there.

One more thing: the DNR bought the farm just down-
stream from County U. They will be rebuilding that sec-
tion of water next year. This could be a fun place to fish —
and it's only about an hour away from Milwaukee!

Dale Koniecki working just below a nice little riffle.

Fishing in Other Places: | Fishing Some Colorado Tailwaters

By Greg Schick

Last month Jim Johnson, Don Putning, Ron Wojack and myself ventured out to Colorado to try our
luck on some of that state’s better know tailwater streams. We decided to try our luck on the South
Platte River at Deckers and in Eleven Mile Canyon, the Frying Pan River below Ruedi Reservoir, and
the Blue River in Silverthorne. Well, actually Jim
met up with us at the Frying Pan on Saturday after
we had done a day and a half on the South Platte
so he only got to play on the one river.

We started our hunt for trout just upstream of the
“metro area” at Deckers. If you haven't been there
before, Deckers has a café — but the sandwiches
are all microwaved since they don’'t have a
kitchen — a gift shop (I think...) and a fly shop.

Our trip was from September 14™ to the 20", and
the reservoirs were all filled from the “monsoon
rains” that the state had in August, combined with
all of the runoff from last years heavy snowfall in the
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Don Putning working a faster—and deeper—than normal
stretch downstream of Deckers on the South Platte.
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mountains. The rivers were running higher and faster
than normal for this time of year so it made wading in
the Deckers area and downstream a bit of a challenge.
We were also told that the water hadn’t fully recovered
from the Hayman area forest fire of a couple of years
ago. The amount of ash that was washed into the river &%
affected not only the trout spawning areas by loading up &
the gravel with high levels of silt, but it also affected the
insect life as well. After a couple of fruitless hours trying [
our hand at finding some fish we moved over to Eleven
Mile Canyon, about thirty-five miles away.

The difference between the river below Deckers and what it looked like up in Eleven Mile Canyon was
awesome to see! The canyon is simply beautiful, and an “improved” dirt road runs the length of the
river from the town of Lake George up to the spillway at Eleven Mile Reservoir. (Colorado’s idea of
“improved” and ours must be 180 degrees apart because the road was nothing but one long
washboard! Anything less than 25 to 30 mph rattled your teeth. But then at that speed | swear we rat-
tled the mounting bolts for the shock absorbers loose!)

We fished the afternoon at a picnic area a couple of miles downstream from the reservoir, catching fei-
sty browns and rainbows on midge pupa and small nymph patterns. Nothing big or record-setting, but
fun fishing nonetheless.

We returned on Saturday morning to find a lot more fly fishers scattered along the length of the can-
yon, trying their hand at fishing this beautiful section of river. We went up to about a half mile from the
reservoir and geared up. As we were doing so we could clouds of midges over the water, and even
the occasional (small) Baetis or Blue Wing Olive mayfly in the air.

About ten or eleven in the morning a hatch of Tricos began. The fish turned on to them almost in-
stantly! | found | had made the mistake of not bring any Trico adult patterns along in my box. | had
some spinners, but they looked at them and rejected them on a regular basis... Frustrating, to say the
least! | switched to a #20 Parachute Adams with a dark emerger as the dropper fly and got a couple of
hits. Finally as the fish started hitting the duns on the surface more, | got more takes and managed to
land a couple of them. (Actually, once | caught the second one | was feeling better. Catching only one
fish always worries me that it might simply be blind-ass luck!)

There was enough room along the canyon for
everyone to find a little piece of water of their
own, and to enjoy the beauty of the area while
they teased the fish. This is an area that |
know I'll come back to visit again!

After Eleven Mile Canyon our next stop was

Above: View of the S. Platte from the south side of the canyon.

Rt.: Cropped view of picture above showing a fly fisherman work-
ing a nice big pool all by himself...




the Frying Pan River at Basalt, a distance of about 145 miles away. After a beautiful drive up over In-
dependence Pass, through Aspen and into Basalt we met Jim Johnson at the cabin we had rented. It
was at the five-mile mark (above the confluence with the Roaring Fork in Basalt) on the river and gave
us access to about a half to three-quarter mile stretch of private water.

L: Roaring Fork Anglers private water on the Frying
Pan

Above: Jim Johnson working the banks

This was the area where we would be staying the longest time of the three spots and we alternated
between fishing the private water by the cabin and going up to the bridge pool and flats just below the
reservoir, about seven miles upriver.

Midges again were the fish’s first choice but with the water being higher and twice as fast as normal
this time of year, it made getting the tiny flies deep a real chore. The heavy rains of August had
caused a massive mud slide at the four mile mark on the river, just about completely burying a huge
stretch in red mud. Colorado officials “turned up” the water coming out of the dam to help flush the
mud from both the Frying Pan and the Roaring Fork River into which the Frying Pan merged in Basalt.

Don and Jim caught
some fish on stream-
ers, but | was deter-
mined to see if | could
dredge up some fish
on “regular” flies.

Ron and | fished
through a midge hatch
two afternoons without
getting the fish to do
more than examine
our offerings. Seems
size 20’s and 22's look
like monsters to the

ﬁSh V_Vhen they're tak- Ron Wojack at the bridge pool on the Frying Pan River
ing size 26's...
Two years before | had sat on rocks in the middle of the Bridge pool and changed flies. Now those
same rocks were under eight to twelve inches of water. Picking the right fly wasn’t the only problem
here in this pool!
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The second afternoon that we went through the
super-tiny midge hatch there was also a Blue
Wing Olive hatch that started about thirty min-
utes later. There were literally a thousand BWO's
floating on the water’s surface at the bridge pool
and the fish ignored them for the most part. They
continued to take the tiny offerings and only oc-
casionally sampled the bigger BWO's.

Ron was using a size 12 or 14 Elk Hair Caddis
as his “indicator fly” and starting getting hits on it,
and then landed a couple of fish on it to show
that it wasn’t that they were inadvertently
“bumping” into it.

| decided to get out of the bridge pool | was shar-
ing with Ron and move upstream to the run that
fed into it.

| switched to a size 14 Elk Hair myself — getting
rid of the midge patterns in the process — and
caught three nice fish in a period of about twenty
minutes on it!

As | said earlier, Don and Jim had tried their
hand at streamers and they didn’t get skunked
with that approach! With the water being higher
and faster than normal, many fish were holding
tighter to the banks in many places along the

river and streamers could be very productive! Ron Wojack bringing a nice rainbow to his net after tempting
him with an Elk Hair Caddis.

Don Putning’s streamer-caught rainbow.

Jim Johnson’s answer to that with his own rainbow.

On Tuesday morning we loaded up our gear and set out for the Dillon / Silverthorne area to do a day
and a half on the Blue River. The Blue starts out of the Dillon Reservoir and runs straight through the
town of Silverthorne. At one favorite spot you can be casting for — and catching — nice rainbows right

underneath the bridge of Interstate 70.
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Downstream view of the Blue River from the bridge at the spill- Ron Wojack Fishing with the 1-70 bridge in the back-
way below Dillon Reservoir. ground behind him.

There always seemed to be somebody coming and going on the river due to its easy access and loca-
tion right in town. Seems like some of the fishermen were there on their lunch hour, or stopped on the
way home from work! We shared tales with local fishermen in the parking lot of an outlet mall, barely
fifty yards from the banks of the river. | exchanged flies with one of the guys I talked with, getting his
“hot” fly for the Blue, while | gave him a couple of Pink Squirrels to try the next time he ran into a cad-
dis hatch on that water.

We also learned about a hot midge pattern for the Blue that will
probably work in our Wisconsin spring creeks, too. It's called the
“UV Midge”. It's a black thread midge with a fine silver wire rib tied
on a #20 or smaller TMC-2487, and topped with a wing of UV Krys-
tal Flash or Flashabou. The wing just seemed to glow in the wa-
ter — and the trout loved it!

It was tough to leave these streams and head back home, but the
memories of the fish in the net will be there until next spring .

Don with an 18” rainbow that fell for a
#20 UV Midge




October Meeting:

Trout and their Environment

On Tuesday , October 9 ™ Mike Miller, from the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources (WDNR)
Madison office will be our speaker. Mike likes to go trout fishing — and Mike is going to share with us
lots of information on Wisconsin trout fishing that he’s assembled from his job at the WDNR. He’'ll tell
us about trout streams, their habitat, environmental matters, insect life (and the flies needed to match
these bugs), and if we are lucky maybe a location or two that have some of those big browns we
dream about.

Join us at YesterYears Pub, 9427 W. Greenfield at 6:00 pm for a burger, a beer and fish stories!

The meeting starts at 7:00 pm.

October Outing:

Salmon Fishing on the Sheboygan River

Join us on Saturday, October 20th for a day of salmon fishing on the Sheboygan River at Kohler.
The annual Chinook migration should be in progress, and there should also be some Brown trout and
possibly some Coho in the river at that time, as well.

If you want to carpool or caravan out to the Onion, meet Ken Zielinski at the Pettit Center at 6:45 am.
Don't be late; he’ll leave at 7:00 am. If you want to drive yourself, a map is posted on the club website.

Now is the Time for All Good November Elections!
Men to Come o the Ald Of"- Actually, that should read “all good men AND

WOMEN?"...
Just a reminder that next month we will hold our annual election of club officers and board members.
We are ALWAYS looking for fresh faces on the board as well as individuals who would like to help out
on committees and the like.

If you would like to be nominated to serve on the board, or as one of the club officers, please contact
Peter Alba or Ron Wojack and make your lunacy... er, desire... known to one of them.

If you never volunteer, you may never know how good you are at contributing! Or if you leave the
room during the elections, you might get perpetually elected to a post like Ken Zielinski did!

Whatever the level at which you may be able to contribute will be a great service to the club!

Here endeth the epistle...
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2007-08 CALENDAR

October November December
Meeting 9th 13th 11th
Outing Sheboygan River TBA None
20th
Fly Tying 10th and 24th 14th and 28th 12th Only
Notes
January February March
Meeting 8th 12th 11th
Outing 1st 23rd 22nd
Paradise Springs
“Opener”
Fly Tying 9th and 23rd 12th and 26th 12th and 26th
Notes | Annual Paradise Springs Annual Paradise Springs
Wine & Cheese Fest Wine & Cheese Fest
Meeting: |7 pm Yesteryears Pub & Grill 9427 W. Greenfield
Outing: |Meet at 6:30 am at Park & Rides lots. See Hatch fo r details.
Fly Tying: |Sportsmen’s Warehouse (I-43 & Mooreland Rd.) from  6:00 - 8:30 pm.

The Hatch is the monthly newsletter of the Milwaukee Lake & Stream Fly Fishers, an incorporated
nonprofit organization affiliated with the Federation of Fly Fishers.

Milwaukee Lake & Stream Fly Fishers
Years Pub & Grill, 9427 W. Greenfield Ave., West Al

Meetings May through August

lis, WI

meets the 2" Tuesday of each month at 7 p.m. at Yester-

are on the water. Read The Hatch for locations or go to our website

Send correspondence to:

Milwaukee Lake & Stream Fly Fishers

P.O. Box 370668
Milwaukee, WI 53237

Submit contributions for The Hatch by the 20™ of
the month to:

Greg Schick, Editor

at: gaschick@wi.rr.com
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