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May Casting Clinic:| A great big “Thank you!” goes out to all of the club members who

helped with our annual casting clinic at Greenfield Park. Eric
Helm, of Laacke & Joys, was our chief instructor again, and you can't find a better, more knowledge-
able caster in our area — unless it's Dave Pinczkowski, who also worked with the novices as well as
demonstrating Spey casting techniques to those wanting to “step up” from the normal fly casting rou-
tine. Dick Dragiewicz and Ken Zielinski worked behind the scenes, so to speak, with organizing of the
event and appetite appeasement respectively. These four weren't alone in working the event, as there
were other ML&SFF members who aided the novice casters in understanding and executing the fly
fishing casting strokes. All in all, it turned out to be another great evening to learn — or improve — the

fly casting experience.

We, who are about to fly, salute you... Okay, | know...
to demonstrate the correct fly casting form.

Working on those tight loops can be challenging at first!

There was something for everyone that evening!



Clockwise from above:

The participants included “brand new novices”,
members who have fly fished some before but want
to move their way up the learning curve a little
quicker, as well as experienced fly fishers helping
out — while also picking up a hint or two to help
their own casting stroke.

May Outing:

The May outing was a change in venue for the club in that we went
lake fishing for bluegills. Lake Waubesa provided an excellent spot
to wade fish with a fly rod and panfish flies, with parking and picnic
area facilities in a Monona park along its western shore.

Ken Zielinski found this site last year and was certain that the club
could have fun out there without the need of a boat — and he was
right. The lake had a bottom firm enough to make wading easing,
and you only had to go out to waist-deep to be within easy casting
of good size bluegills!

The day was warm and sunny, and while the parking lot was filled
with boat trailers, the shoreline along the west bank was wide open
for the group to explore.

Peter Puccio , Frank Stetzer , Glenn Winston , Ron Wojack , and
Ken Zielinski spent the better part of the day casting everything
from damsel fly nymphs to poppers to hungry bluegills.




May Outing - cont'd:

All-in-all, 1 think the group had a
great day! Sometimes the simple
panfish can provide a day filled with
lots of action and good fun!



June Meeting on the Water: Hubbard Park

It's time for some bass fishing on the Milwaukee River at Hubbard Park. Our first “Meeting on the Wa-
ter” for this year will be on Tuesday, June 12th , from: 5:00 P.M to 9:00 P.M..

We visited this stretch of the river last year, but most of us stayed in the shallow runs. You can con-
sider changing your luck this year by wading upstream or downstream to find the deeper holes and
the bass. And, while you’re doing that, you might consider making some notes on where those nice
deep holes are located so you can find those big steelhead this fall

June Outing: Trout Fishing at Castle Rock Creek

We'll be heading out to Castle Rock Creek for some spring creek trout fishing on Saturday, June
23rd. If you want to carpool or caravan out to the stream, meet with Ken Zielinski at the Pettit Center
at 6:15 am. The group will be leaving the Pettit at 6:30 am.

What flies should you bring? Well, there is a season long hatch of Blue Wing Olives on this stream,
and there are a couple of caddis species — the biggest hatch of which at this time of June will proba-
bly be the Spotted Sedge. Dries and nymphs to match those critters should always be in your fly
boxes. In addition to those two, there is the always plentiful — although hard to see — midge hatch.
There should also be evidence of crickets and beetles in the streamside grass at this time of year,
too!

If you have any other questions, call Ken at 414-425-9077 or Greg at 262-635-0522

Notes of Other Sorts:| Gays Mills and Pearl Swiggum — by Dick Dragiewicz

In late April | had the opportunity to fish with Len Harris and one of the clients he was guiding that
day. At lunchtime we went to the Red Apple restaurant in downtown Gays Mills. At the Red Apple,
Len introduced us to his great aunt and her friend Pearl Swiggum. Both of these young ladies are in
their early 90’s. They are still young and full of ambition.

During the conversation with them we learned that Pearl used to be a writer for the local newspaper,
know known as the Crawford County Independent Scout. For over 25 years she wrote articles for the
newspaper about life on Stump Ridge Farm where she and her family lived and worked. After she re-
tired from writing and farming some of these newspaper articles were assembled and published in two
books. The two books are “Stump Ridge Farm” and “The Barn Came First”.

Through the library system | was able to borrow and read both of these books. The books have sto-
ries about her husband’s frequent fishing trips to nearby Tainter Creek (where some of us fish) and
the Mississippi River. How she helped raise the worms he used for these fishing trips. Cooking and
cleaning the farm house. She has descriptions of the challenges of raising and milking dairy cows,
the benefits of May 1* (she and her siblings could start going barefoot no matter what the weather
was like), her efforts to convince “The Boss” aka “Punk” (her husband’s nicknames) that she could op-
erate the farm, and what to do with stray dogs and cats and many other stories.

Overall both books were interesting reading. They provide an insight into life on the farm in rural Wis-
consin and the challenges that come with it. | enjoyed both books and perhaps you will too.
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Fishing In Wisconsin:

-
Smallmouth in Door County

As you can see from their gloves, these shots
weren’t taken last week!

A little while back Don Putning, Jim Johnson,
and Ralph Antczak did some smallmouth fishing
while wading along Door County.

They were quite successful. from the looks of
these fish!

Lodi Spring Creek
By Greg Schick

What's so special about this little trout?
Not much, except it was the “upper end”
of my first-ever trout double; the Go2
Prince Nymph in the fish’s mouth was my
point fly, and a Zebra midge was the
dropper.

After this little guy hit the Go2 nymph —
and | saw him thrash in the water — the
retrieve took on a more hardy struggle
when a much larger brown took (or was
shagged by?) the midge.

I’'m betting on “snagged” as the real reason the big brown was on the line, but it was fun for awhile —
at least until he took my fly and ran for cover! Oh, and those Go2 Nymphs really work great!
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Fishing in Other Places: Frying Pan River—Colorado

By Drew Kelso

The Frying Pan is a Gold Medal Trout Water and one of A.K. Best'’s often written

don who was only 20 years old. He had worked at Taylor Creek since he was 13
and had guided 5 years. That's a lot of experience for a 20-year old. Turns out he
was a great guide. We headed up Frying Pan Road to the Ruedi Dam, which is the
start of the 12 mile Gold Medal tailwater.

Part of what is known about this river is the monster trout feeding on
mysis shrimp below the dam. The mysis shrimp is a small fresh water
shrimp loaded with protein and loved by trout. | had never fished for
these monsters before because in late summer when | was usually
there, they are not very catchable.

We started at the Bend Pool, a quarter of a mile below the dam, dead
drifting a size 22 Pheasant Tail dropper behind a size 20 mysis shrimp.
Fish were visible everywhere; nice rainbows and browns, I'm talking
dozens. Brandon said the process was to pick out a particular fish and work it. So he would point out a
likely target and | would start making short drifts over the fish. He would watch and if he saw the fish
take the fly, move a little, or open his mouth he would say “hit him”. He had a trained eye for this, and
my watching the strike indicator was useless. | was catching fish, and never seeing the strike indicator
“‘indicate” anything. “Hit Him” was a little strong since we were using 7X tippet and my initial “hits” were
stronger than 7X could take!

Anyway, | adjusted for that and was catching fish after only having lost 4 or 5 flies. After an hour or so
the trout started sipping a few blue wing olives off the top so we switched to BWO patterns in size 22.
Same routine, fish a particular fish that had shown that he is taking insects off the surface and make
short drifts over him. Again | had to adjust my strike power, seeing the fish take the fly off the surface
was too much for me and | was striking like | was using spider wire. More lost flies until | got it down. A
soft action rod is a must using 7X; | was using a Winston LT, 4 weight which is pretty soft.

After eating an early lunch we headed right below the dam to the Toilet Bowl pool.
There was about a 900 CFS output discharging in to a pool about 15 or so feet
deep. The Toilet Bowl is about the size of a good stock pond and is much deeper

B than any other water on the Frying Pan which is seldom over waist deep. Big

¥ browns and rainbows were visible feeding on the mysis shrimp coming through the
dams discharge. Some looked to be around 10 to 12 pounds. We tied on a pair of
“' size 20 mysis shrimp, several lead shot added to get the flies down quickly to 5 or 6
' feet under an indicator. | would cast up into the discharge and the flies would be
;:/“ swirled out to the waiting fish. This was an awesome thing to watch, every 3rd or
4th drift and the indicator would disappear. Nice big fat fish, mostly brown trout. |
landed to large fish, a 24” brown, estimated at 7 pounds, and a 22" at about 6 pounds. | lost three oth-
ers that were in the same size range, maybe even bigger. Pretty nice accomplishment for a size 20 fly.
We had the Toilet Bowl to ourselves for 3 hours which is most unusual. April is when the snow people
had gone home and the summer people had not arrived. Nice time to go fishing.
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2007 CALENDAR

June July August
Meeting 12th 10th 14th
On the Water On the Water On the Water
Outing 23rd 21st 25th
Fly Tying None! It's time to fish! None! It's time to fish! None! It's time to fish!
Notes:
September October November
Meeting 11th 9th 13th
Outing 22nd 20th tha
Fly Tying 12th and 26th 10th and 24th 14th and 28th
Meeting: | Summer meetings are on the water! See you indoors a  gain in September!
Outing: |Meet at 6:30 am at Park & Rides lots. See Hatch fo
Fly Tying: |Sportsmen’s Warehouse (I-43 & Mooreland Rd.) from  6:00 - 8:30 pm.
Event: [*

The Hatch is the monthly newsletter of the Milwaukee Lake & Stream Fly Fishers, an incorporated

nonprofit organization affiliated with the Federation of Fly Fishers.

Milwaukee Lake & Stream Fly Fishers
YesterYears Pub & Grill, 9427 W. Greenfield Ave., W est Allis, WI

Meetings May through August

meets the 2" Tuesday of each month at 7 p.m. at

are on the water. Read The Hatch for locations or go to our website

Send correspondence to:
Milwaukee Lake & Stream Fly Fishers

P.O. Box 370668

Milwaukee, WI 53237

the month to:

Submit contributions for The Hatch by the 20™ of

Greg Schick, Editor
at: gaschick@wi.rr.com




