
Steelhead and Salmon Fishing in Wisconsin Tributari es 
By Dick Dragiewicz 

 
 
At our November meeting Tom Burzynski and John Knitter, with assistance from Mary Pulvermacher 
and Bill Meyers, gave nearly 50 club members and guests a great description of steelhead / salmon 
fishing in Lake Michigan tributaries.     
 
Tom is with the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources (WDNR) and works on Lake Michigan 
Salmonid Stocking programs and other important assignments.  He provided a background on the 
various strains of salmonids that inhabit Lake Michigan and details of Wisconsin’s stocking programs.  
 
The three strains of steelhead provide us with really great fishing are the Skamania (summer run), the 
Chambers Creek (late fall run), the Ganaraska (early spring run).   In addition, there are Chinook and 
Coho salmon runs that start in late August and run through November.  Brown trout, lake trout, brook 
trout, and rainbow trout are also important and related parts of the Lake Michigan fishery.  Overall the 
WDNR stocked more than 4,240,000 salmonids in 2005 and 3,794,000 in 2006 in and around Wiscon-
sin’s Lake Michigan tributaries.  The weirs on the Root and Kewaunee Rivers provide the eggs/milt 
needed to produce these fish in state hatcheries.  
 
Go to  www.dnr.state.wi.us/org/water/fhp/fish/lakemich/rootriver.htm  for details and a slide show on 
the operation of the Root River Steelhead Facility    
 
John Knitter told us how he catches a significant number of these fish.  Here are some details on the 
fishing technique that John successfully uses when he goes fishing. 
 
Proper fly fishing equipment is important if you want to be successful.  For most of these fish a 7 
weight to 9 weight rod/line is needed.  Floating lines work well.  The reel must have a good drag sys-
tem to help keep a hooked fish from taking your line and backing off your reel.  If you use a net make 
sure it’s big enough to handle these fish, don’t bring your trout stream net along for this kind of fishing 
because the salmon, steelhead, lake run brown trout, etc., are just too big for that small net.  Dress in 
layers to keep warm.  Neoprene boot foot waders are a good choice.  Layering of the right clothes 
makes breathable waders comfortable.  Wear a hat, bring gloves, and a wading staff on your next win-
tertime fishing adventure. 
 
John’s primary fishing technique is to fish deep runs.  His rigging set up is easy.  He uses a 
short line, not much more than 4 to 6 feet of line out of the rod tip, and a 9 foot to 10 foot 
leader.  Cast upstream and with a relatively tight line let the fly drift downstream making sure 



the fly is next to the river bottom.  You should 
be able to feel either the split shot or the fly oc-
casionally tap the bottom along the drift.  He 
says if you happen to snag a salmon in the dor-
sal fin on a drift you aren’t using enough weight 
to get to the river bottom.  So add more weight. 
Use small fly patterns in the fall and bigger pat-
terns in the spring.   He tries to sight fish as 
much as possible.  He fishes to the fish that are 
lying downstream of spawning fish that are on 
redds.  John’s technique is similar to the short 
line nymphing styles many of us use when trout 
fishing. 
 
The Milwaukee, Menominee, Sheboygan and Root 
are his favorite rivers.   
 
His favorite fly patterns are the Glue Egg, Rabbit 
Leech, Jumbo John, Green Flashback and Egg 
Sucking Caddis.  Recipes and photos of these pat-
terns are included below.    
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Rabbit Leech  
 

Hook:     Tiemco 7999 #2 - #8  
Body:     Polar yarn - over lead wire  
Rib:        Medium copper wire  
Wing:     Zonker Rabbit strip  
Head:     Bead -or- glue egg  
Hackle:  Spey -or- soft web  

Jumbo John  
 

Hook:      Tiemco 2457 #4, #6, #8  
Body:      Medium wire over a few lead wraps  
Legs:       Medium rubber  
Thorax:   Short web hackle  
Head: B  -or- Brite bead  

Green Flashback  
 

Hook:         Mustad 3906 #6, #8  
Tail:            Black hackle fibers  
Body:         Black sparkle yarn  
Rib:            Gold -or- copper wire  
Flashback:     Six strands of Crystal Flash  
Hackle:      Black soft hackle  
Head:         Black thread  



A Day on the Pigeon River by Greg Schick 
 

 
 The Pigeon River is a beautiful little stream just a few miles north of Kohler, and it was someplace I 
never thought I’d find myself on opening day of (gun) deer season! 
 
There were four of us who made the trip up the Pigeon; Peter Alba , Steve Krakow , Ken Zielinski , 
and myself. 
 
While there weren’t a LOT of fish in 
the water, just about every spot that 
looked like it should hold fish had at 
least one or two…  
 
There was a combination of Chi-
nook and Coho, with the majority of 
the fish being Chinook. There were 
a couple of “fresh” Chinooks in this 
stream, but most were more than a 
little dark. 
 
The Coho were bright and fresh, 
but there just weren’t many of them 
in there yet. 
 
There were NO other fisherman on 
this section of the stream with us. 
During times when one might want 
to get away from the congestion on 
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And, if you want to see or share these flies online go to http://www.billphoto.com/john/    John says 
he’ll be adding new flies to the site in the future. 
 

Hope your steelhead fishing trips are successful. 

Glue Egg  
 

Hook:   Tiemco 105 -or- Cabella 26 #4 - #10  
Body:   Colored hot glue over glass bead  

Egg-Sucking Caddis  
 

Hook:     Tiemco 2457 #6, #8, #10  
Body:     Medium lime green wire  
Hackle:  Black ostrich or aftershaft  
Head:     Pink or orange Brite-bead  
 

Peter Alba working a couple of Chinooks in a nice little run 
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the Sheboygan River, this 
stretch just might be the place 
to visit.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

There weren’t a ton of fish, but there were fish here. And while there are some spots that took a little 
casting skill, the walk along the river was easy and the bottom was firm and nicely graveled… It’s a 
nice place to check out when you want some solitude with your salmon... 

Right  
Steve Krakow checking out a nice 
pool not far downstream from the 
highway. 

Below:  
Ken with a nice sized Chinook on 
the line! 



 

THE DECEMBER BRUNCH  
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The December club meeting will have two important activities.  One will be the annual MLSFF Garage 
Sale of fishing gear and related equipment and the other will be a discussion on the club’s future ac-
tivities.   
 
So bring all of the rods, reels, lines, vests, waders, boots, tying materials, etc. that you no longer want 
and make a deal with someone.  You can sell it, trade it, or just give it away.   For us shoppers, don’t 
forget to bring lots of cash so you can acquire all that new stuff you really need and want. 
 
Next, the newly elected officers want to know what you want the club to do in 2007.   So there will be 
an open discussion on future club activities.  For example, you could talk about the programs at club 
meetings, fly tying classes, outings, trips, new activities, or any other related topics you have and 
would like to discuss.   
 

Give us your ideas so they can be implemented. If you don’t, they can’t be... 
 

Join us on December 12th at Yester Years Pub & Grill at 7:00 pm! 
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Committees:  
 
Education:  
Dick Dragiewicz, 847-498-3260   obiobiobi@ameritech.net 
Greg Schick ,       262-635-0522   gaschick@wi.rr.com 
Ken Zielinski ,      414-425-9077   flyyeguy@wi.rr.com 
 
Programs:  
Dick Dragiewicz, 847-498-3260   obiobiobi@ameritech.net 
 
Fly Tying:  
Greg Schick ,  262-635-0522    gaschick@wi.rr.com 
 
Food:  
Beth Kyte,  414-559-5983 beth@allegramilwaukee.com 
 
Hatch Editor:  
Greg Schick ,  262-635-0522  gaschick@wi.rr.com 
 
Membership:  
Joe Valkoun ,  414-481-9987 jcvalkoun@milwpc.com 
 
Raffle Merchandise:  
Dave Gonzales , 262-498-0629 flytying2414@yahoo.com 
 
Outings:  
Ken Zielinski , 414-425-9077   flyyeguy@wi.rr.com 
 
Web Master:  
Frank Stetzer ,  414-481-8935   stetzer@csd.uwm.edu 

6 

Officers / Board of Directors  
 
Greg Schick , President 
262-635-0522 
gaschick@wi.rr.com 
 
Ken Zielinski , Vice Pres. 
414-425-9077 
flyyeguy@wi.rr.com 
 
Frank Stetzer , Secretary  
414-481-8935 
stetzer@csd.uwm.edu 
 
Jim Johnson , Treasurer 
262-549-4868 
jjrdjohnson@yahoo.com 
 
Peter Alba , Member at Large 
262-780-6259 
Palba@Amfam.com 
 
Mike Drout , Member at Large 
mkd@bizwi.rr.com 
 
Joe Valkoun , Member at Large 
414-481-9987 
Jcvalkoun@milwpc.com 
 
Ron Wojack , Member at Large 
414-281-2947 
wojaxx@wi.rr.com 



MILWAUKEE LAKE & STREAM FLY FISHING  
 2006 / 2007 CALENDAR  

 December January February 
Meeting 12th 9th 13th 

Outing none New Year’s Day 
Annual Trout Fest! 

24th 

Fly Tying 13th (only) 10th and 24th 14th and 28th 

Event 17th 
Sunday brunch at 
The Seven Seas 

Annual Wine& Cheese   
Supplement Fest! 

 

  
 

  

 March April May 
Meeting 13th 10th 8th 

Outing 24th 21st 19th 

Fly Tying 14th and 28th 11th and 25th 9th and 23rd 

Event    

    

Meeting: 7 pm Yesteryears Pub & Grill  9427 W. Greenfield   

Outing: Meet at 6:30 am at Park & Rides lots.  See Hatch fo r details.   

Fly Tying: Sportsmen’s Warehouse (I-43 & Mooreland Rd.)  from 6:00 - 8:30 pm.   

Event: *   

The Hatch  is the monthly newsletter of the Milwaukee Lake & Stream Fly Fishers, an incorporated 
nonprofit organization affiliated with the Federation of Fly Fishers. 
 
Milwaukee Lake & Stream Fly Fishers  meets the 2nd Tuesday  of each month at 7 p.m. at Yester-
Years Pub & Grill, 9427 W. Greenfield Ave., West Al lis, WI  
 
Meetings May through August  are on the water. Read The Hatch  for locations or go to our website 

Send correspondence to: 
Milwaukee Lake & Stream Fly Fishers , 
P.O. Box 370668 
Milwaukee, WI 53237 

Submit contributions for The Hatch  by the 20th of 
the month to: 
                       Greg Schick, Editor  
                       at: gaschick@wi.rr.com  
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2007 Club Meeting and Outing Survey 
 

Do you fly fish for --   

 
Trout ____        Salmon / Steelhead ____         Warm Water Species ____         Other ____ 
 
 
Where do you do most of your fishing in Wisconsin? 

 
Southeast ____    (Milwaukee, Root, Menominee, Pike, Paradise Springs, etc.) 
 
Northeast ____    (Sheboygan, Kewaunee, Manitowoc, Oconto, Pestigo, etc.) 
 
Central ____        (Black Earth Cr., Mecan, Prairie, “Sand County streams”,  etc.) 
 
Southwest ____   (Otter Cr., Blue River, Castle Rock Cr., West Fork, Timber Coulee, etc.) 
 
Northwest ____ (Bois Brule, St. Croix, etc.) 
 
 
What do you like to see as a meeting topic? 

 
“Where to” ____   “How to” ____  “Travel to” ____  Other (specify) ________________________ 
 
 
Do you participate in the club outings?   Yes ____    No ____ 
 
If “no”, why not? _________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Where is / was your favorite outing location? 

 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Who / what would you like to see as a presenter, club meeting topic and/or an event? 

 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Where would you like the club to have an outing? 

 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Are you interested in… 

 
Fly Tying ____   Rod Building ____   Other (specify) ______________________________________ 
 
 
Please bring this survey to the December meeting or mail to the club P.O. Box if you can’t attend. Thanks! 


