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October Meeting: Jay & Diana Thurston Presentation Notes
By Dick Dragiewicz

How many trout did you catch this year that were at least 10 inches long?
If you are like most fishermen, including me, you probably don't remember
how many trout you caught this year let alone how many were at least 10
inches long. Jay Thurston knows how many trout he catches each year,
where he caught them, how big they were, flies/lures used, water tempera-
ture, etc. During the 2006 season he caught 202 trout that measured 10
inches or more. Keeping records of your fishing trips is a good habit to
get into. These records provide details and information that might be use-
ful on future fishing trips. Start keeping a log now is also one of Jay’s tips.

At Jay’s presentation he gave us a list of eight things trout fisherman do
good. The eight things are listed below with some of the related informa-
tion he mentioned. And, when you look at the last chapter in his book
you'll find another 102 trout fishing tips.

Here is what Jay talked about at the meeting.

Jay Thurston

1. Wade cautiously upstream

Wading in the river and walking on the shoreline produces vibrations that alert the trout that something
abnormal is happening. This makes them seek cover and protection. Wading or walking slowly and
gently will minimize these vibrations and hopefully won't scare the trout and they’ll keep feeding.

Trout face upstream so that they can extract oxygen out of the water flowing through their gills. Being
energy efficient creatures they also face upstream so they can easily rise up to catch food that is mov-
ing downstream. With the flick of a fin they can be on the bottom or top of the water flow to take a look
at your fly.

Wade like a Great Blue Heron and you’ll be successful
2. Keep a low profile
Trout eyes never close. They have a wide range of vision that has only one small blind spot behind

them. When we wade upstream we can take advantage of this blind spot by keeping low and directly
behind the areas we think the trout are located.



3. Take the water temperature

When the water temperature is about 48 degrees trout start to really feed. Fishing improves when
temperatures are rising. Melting snow or ice will lower the water temperature. Sunshine will raise
temperatures. Sometimes it only takes a degree or two to activate the trout.

4. Your equipment needs to be taken care of

Clean your reels, fly lines, rods, make sure your leaders and knots are okay, check your waders to
make sure they don't leak, etc. Preventative maintenance will make for happier and more successful
fishing trips.

5. The color of your fly/lure is important

Jay says that flies and lures that have lots of yellow in them are good choices at any time. The Mickey
Finn is a pattern that easily fits into this suggestion. Red is the second best color.

6. Use an attractor pattern

At the beginning of a fishing trip he suggests using an attractor pattern to help determine what the fish
might be feeding one that day. Flies such as the muddler minnow, clouser patterns, and baitfish style
flies all fit into the attractor category.

7. Fish in low light conditions

Since fish don’t have eyelids they generally avoid bright sunny locations. They want shaded areas so
they don’t strain their eyes. Cloudy, rainy days bring the fish out of their shaded and secluded areas
and make them easier to find and hopefully catch. When it gets bright and sunny trout go back to safe
secure shaded areas.

8. Fisherman like solitude, scenery and pleasantso  unds

I think everyone agrees that fishing, especially fly fishing, puts us in some really scenic and beautiful
places. Being in these quiet scenic locations is good for the mind and soul.

Read the stories in Jay’s book and you'll find lots more tips on how to be a successful trout fisherman. If you
missed your chance to acquire one at the meeting you probably can find one at the local fly shops or bookstores.
If these stores don’t have them try contacting his publisher. The publisher is Savage Press and can be reached
at 715-394-9513 or via their website at www.savpress.com.

"It's another reoccurring nightmare, Doc.
In this one, I'm using my favorite bamboo rod
and my fishing partner is a Panda.”
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October Outing: No Killing At Kohler by Greg Schick

. In the past the Sheboygan River at Kohler has been kind to us..
m‘ﬁ'\“% That wasn’t what happened at our October Outing. | admired the
| confidence of the Great Blue Heron | saw checking out the Chi-
s | nooks that were heading upstream, but | don’t think he had any suc-
| cess, either!!

onIy Ron Wojack had brought one to hand. That’s not to say that
salmon were the only fish caught — a 12” smallmouth was enticed
by a drifting purple Crystal Wooly Bugger which was actually being
\ offered to some big Chinooks!

. sllghtly off-color, you could still make out the salmon that were in
the area as they moved upstream or worked on redds.

all I got were “rock bass”...You know about them; rocks weighing
more than your tippet can handle!

There were a number of fish in going upstream throughout the day, but the action was quite slow. | did
see some Coho in the river, too, although not enough to get excited about yet!

Some of our group fishing upstream of the golf course bridge.



Clockwise from top left: Al Carlson plying a nice pool, Ken
Zielinski “tailing” a good sized salmon, Ron Wojack with his
nice sized Chinook — the only salmon | saw landed that morn-
ing, and Beth Kyte working a nice stretch that had lots of
salmon through it.

Most of the local fishermen we saw said the fishing had been better the week before, but that was
okay... A bad day fishing is still better than a good day of raking leaves!

The day wasn’t what | would call a total loss, though... | did find a Titleist golf ball with a Black Wolf
Run logo on it! (Only problem is that I'll probably wait until April to try it out!)



November Meeting: Salmon and Steelhead Fishing

Do you want to learn about fishing for salmon, steelhead, and
lake run brown trout? Then join us at our next club meeting on
November 14th, 2006 when John Knitter and Tom Burzynski
will tell us how they successfully do it. John and Tom will tell us
about equipment and how to set it up, fishing techniques,

The introduction to this presentation will be an explanation on
the types of salmon/steelhead available to fishermen and the
times of the year they are in Wisconsin streams. In addition we’ll &=

head Facility.

Join us at Yester Years Pub & Grill at 7:00 pm!

November Outing: Coho Fishing on the Pigeon River!

November 18th

Want to put the lessons you learned at the club meeting to good use? Join us on Saturday the 18th!
Ken Zielinski and Glen Winston ventured up to the Pigeon River a few weeks back and found that
there are some areas where we’d be able to spread out and try our hand at fishing this stream. It's not
too far north of the Sheboygan at Kohler, but you still might want to “car-pool” to get there. We'll have
a map up on the club web site soon to help those who might want to drive up there on their own.

If the river mouth at Lake Michigan happens to be blocked by sand and gravel, as sometimes hap-
pens, we won't be far from Kohler and can fish the Sheboygan, too.

Meet at the Pettit Center at 6:30 a.m. if you want to carpool with Ken Zielinski!

Upcoming Meetings & Events: THE DECEMBER MEETING

The December club meeting will have two important activities. One will be the annual MLSFF Garage
Sale of fishing gear and related equipment and the other will be a discussion on the club’s future ac-
tivities.

So bring all of the rods, reels, lines, vests, waders, boots, tying materials, etc. that you no longer want
and make a deal with someone. You can sell it, trade it, or just give it away. For us shoppers, don’t
forget to bring lots of cash so you can acquire all that new stuff you really need and want.

Next, the newly elected officers want to know what you want the club to do in 2007. So there will be
an open discussion on future club activities. For example, you could talk about the programs at club
meetings, fly tying classes, outings, trips, new activities, or any other related topics you have. Give us
your ideas so they can be implemented.




Fishing in Other Places:

Trout Fishing in Japan

Takashi Yasunaga recently sent a note from Japan, along with a couple of pictures of native Japanese

trout...

Takashi writes, “We have about 10 native trout in Japan, so traditionally people used to enjoyed trout
fishing in mountain streams and lakes. They are generally about 8” to 12” inches in size. Most trout
streams are located in valleys and gorges, so they are not easy to access.”

Milwaukee Lake & Stream Fly Fishers Officers and Commitfees

Officers / Board of Directors

Ken Zielinski , President
414-425-9077
flyyeguy@wi.rr.com

Al Dalphonso , Vice President
414-541-1711
ard423wi@ticon.net

Frank Stetzer , Secretary
414-481-8935
stetzer@csd.uwm.edu

Jim Johnson , Treasurer
262-549-4868
jirdjohnson@yahoo.com

Ron Wojack , Sgt. at Arms
414-281-2947
wojaxx@wi.rr.com

Peter Alba , Member at Large
262-780-6259
Palba@Amfam.com

Mike Drout , Member at Large
mkd@ bizwi.rr.com

Committees:

Education:

Dick Dragiewicz, 847-498-3260 obiobiobi@ameritech.net
Greg Schick , 262-635-0522 gaschick@wi.rr.com
Ken Zielinski ,  414-425-9077 flyyeguy@wi.rr.com

Programs:
Dick Dragiewicz, 847-498-3260 obiobiobi@ameritech.net

Fly Tying:
Greg Schick , 262-635-0522 gaschick@wi.rr.com

Food:
Ken Kurek, 414-961-2356 ken.kurek@cbexchange.com

Hatch Editor:
Greg Schick , 262-635-0522 gaschick@wi.rr.com

Membership:
Greg Schick , 262-635-0522 gaschick@wi.rr.com

Outings:
Ken Zielinski , 414-425-9077 flyyeguy@wi.rr.com

Web Master:
Frank Stetzer , 414-481-8935 stetzer@csd.uwm.edu




MILWAUKEE LAKE & STREAM FLY FISHING

2006 CALENDAR
November December January
Meeting 14th 12th 9th
Outing 18th none See below...
Pigeon River Safari!
Fly Tying 15th and 29th 13th (only) 10th and 24th
Event Sunday brunch 1st
Golden Mast — date TBA “New Years Day Cheese &
Trout Fest!”
February March April
Meeting 13th 13th 10th
Outing 24th 24th 21st
Fly Tying 14th and 28th 14th and 28th 11th and 25th
Event
Meeting: | 7:00 pm at Yester Years Pub & Grill 9427 W. Greenf ield
Outing: |Meet at 6:30 am at Park & Rides lots. See Hatch fo r details.
Fly Tying: | Sportsmen’s Warehouse (I-43 & Mooreland Rd.) from  6:00 - 8:30 pm.
Event: [*

The Hatch is the monthly newsletter of the Milwaukee Lake & Stream Fly Fishers, an incorporated
nonprofit organization affiliated with the Federation of Fly Fishers.

Milwaukee Lake & Stream Fly Fishers

Meetings May through August

lis, WI

meets the 2" Tuesday of each month at 7 p.m. at Yester-
Years Pub & Grill, 9427 W. Greenfield Ave., West Al

are on the water. Read The Hatch for locations or go to our website

Send correspondence to:

Milwaukee Lake & Stream Fly Fishers

P.O. Box 370668
Milwaukee, WI 53237

Submit contributions for The Hatch by the 20™ of
the month to:

Greg Schick, Editor

at: gaschick@wi.rr.com




