
Hubbard Park by Ken Zielinski               
 

Our last meeting on the water for the year turned out 
pretty well. A lot of our members had never been to Hub-
bard Park before but the directions Greg gave out must 
have been great. We had over a dozen members there 
by 6:00pm. We even met Eric from Laacke and Joys 
down there. He lives nearby and fishes there a lot.  
 
Unlike our last meeting at Saukville, it wasn’t raining. If 
fact it was a perfect day to go bass fishing. I got there a 
little early and Paul Hackel was already on the river. Be-
fore I got my gear on Greg, Ralph and a couple others 
were there too. I didn’t take names so I won’t attempt to 
name them all. The water was just perfect for wading 
and the small bass were very cooperative.  
 
I think everyone got at least a couple fish except Greg and he had 
an excuse. He was helping out Pat Sievers, a new member who 
needed a lot of help and in between times he was trying out a lot 
of different flies. 

 
Almost all the fish were in the five 
to eight inch category, but here 
and there some larger ones were 
caught. If you gave it any effort at 
all you could catch a couple. I’m 
not positively sure, but I think Lou 
Boryc got the biggest one. I didn’t 
see it but a few others did. He got 
it from shore because he didn’t 
even bring waders.  
 
My biggest one was about a foot long. I held it up for Greg to take his 
picture and he flipped out of my hand just before he snapped it. I 

guess he was camera shy.  
 
We were spread out for a mile along the river and everyone seemed to have a good time. I wish I 

Ken selecting that “perfect” fly 

Pat Sievers working a pool 

Lou Boryc with the night’s biggest fish 



could tell you what was the best fly, but as usual with smallies, there wasn’t any one best fly. I got 
eleven smallies and one rock bass on about five different patterns and after talking to the others they 
had the same type of luck. We got them on nymphs, marabou leeches, wooly buggers and just about 
anything else we threw at them. Since this area doesn’t get fly fished a lot, we probably showed those 
fish more flies in three hours than they had seen all the rest of the summer. 

 
 
 

 
 
I think the evening turned out very well. I hope the rest of you who couldn’t join us will try the park 
sometime this year. It has ample parking and the wading is easy. In a few weeks it will be a place to 
go for salmon. Don’t forget where it is. It can be a sleeper. It’s a place that doesn’t get a lot of fishing 
pressure. 
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Goeden Park by Greg Schick 
 

 
If it seems like we’ve been fishing the Milwaukee 
River all summer, it’s because we have. For an 
area that has no real cold-water streams that 
support trout life, we have a very interesting wa-
terway in the Milwaukee River. We’ve fished it in 
the city, north of the city in Saukville, and now 
we’ve fished it a bit farther west in the area west 
of Newburg and close to West Bend. 
 
The river in the area of Goeden Park has some 
good spots that literally were within a stone’s 
throw of the parking lot. Smallmouth are alive 
and doing well along this stretch of water. 
 

Lisa Campbell has certainly worked 
on her fishing techniques, as she 
caught the largest smallmouth of 
the day — and did it within the first 
thirty minutes we were in the water! 
 
Flies used included rust-colored 
nymphs, leeches, soft-hackle wooly 
worms, crayfish, and streamers. 
 
Between our “On-The-Water” meet-
ings and our outing trips this sum-
mer, I think we’ve learned a number 
of new — and good — spots to fish 
in our area... 
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Mike's Mohair Leech by Mike Kruse  
 

 
Mike Kruse needs no introduction to Missouri trout fishermen.  A highly respected conservationist, 
fisheries research biologist, and fly fisherman, Mike's list of accomplishments is long and impressive. 
Also impressive is the fly he originated, Mike's Mohair Leech.  
 
     Trout fishermen everywhere are wanting to know more about Mike's Mohair Leech.  Here are an-
swers to your questions about this outstanding fly, directly from Mike Kruse:    
   
 
     I discovered this fly by accident one day when I substituted some olive mohair yarn in the place of 
olive chenille on a wooly bugger.  I decided to omit the hackle entirely after I realized what a fuzzy 
body the mohair created.  A few days later, this "simplified wooly bugger" proved deadly on the wild 
rainbows of Missouri's Crane Creek.  Since then, I've enjoyed great success with this simple fly on all 
of Missouri's trout waters, throughout North America, and even on the challenging waters of New Zea-
land.  Friends and guides around the world have all adopted this pattern as an indispensable part of 

their fly box.   
 
     "The Leech" is not a pretty fly, but there is no denying its fish 
catching appeal.  It resembles a wide variety of trout foods be-
sides leeches. Nevertheless, it's ugly like a leech, resembles 
one in shape, and no other name fits better. If you're a purist, 
don't bother to read any further...  
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Recipe:  
Hook:        Mustad 9672 or equivalent, size 8 or 10 
Thread:     Olive 6/0 
Weight:     12 turns of .035" diameter lead wire  
Tail:           Olive marabou, tied thick, about shank length  
Body:        Olive Mohair yarn, tied fuzzy 
  
     The Leech is so simple that someone who has never tied a fly can produce an effective one on their 
first try.  In New Zealand, Leeches tied on a 1X long size 10 nymph hook work well.  Friends of mine of-
ten fish a black or brown "Leech Variant."  I usually stick with the standard size 8 olive leech, unless 
conditions demand a smaller (or larger) fly. 
 
A few points to remember when tying The Leech:  
 
*      Make sure to tie a thick marabou tail using good quality marabou. "Wooly bugger" marabou works 
best because it has fairly thick fibers all the way to the tips.  It is difficult to create a thick enough tail if 
your marabou has very thin tips.  
 
*     The body must be very fuzzy.  The completed fly should look shaggy, with a few mohair fibers long 
enough to reach the tip of the tail. Be careful to avoid binding down these long mohair fibers when you 
wrap the yarn.  Tease the fibers away from the hook shank as you wrap, and you won't have to go back 
later to "tease-out" the body to make it fuzzy.  You want a fly that has a "halo" of long mohair fibers trail-
ing back along the body.   
 
*      Make sure to use yarn that is olive throughout. Avoid those varieties marketed as "Leech Yarn" be-
cause they invariably have a core that is a different color, usually white.  Also, most of the "mohair" I 
have seen sold in fly tying shops is very soft, and I believe it flattens-out too much when wet, causing 
the fly to lose its "halo."  The best mohair is usually available only at specialty yarn stores where you 
must buy it by the skein.  The mohair I use, in quantities to suit fly tiers, is available at Clearwater Fly 
Shop in Columbia, Missouri (877-392-3320 or e-mail them at: orders@clearwaterflyshop.com).  
      
Normally, I fish this fly as I would fish a nymph:  cast upstream and dead drift under a strike indica-
tor.  Be ready for a strike at anytime, but particularly at the end of the drift as the fly begins to drag.  In 
ponds, I have found The Leech to be very effective when fished with a uniform-sink line and retrieved 
with short strips or a hand twist.   
 
Mike Kruse  
March 19,1999  
All Rights Reserved  
   
 
 
 
Editor’s Note:  
 
Mike's Mohair Leech continues to gain in popularity as more anglers try it and come to appreciate what a fine fly it 
truly is.  As a matter of fact, some of our ML&SFF members call it their “secret fly”! In addition to Clearwater Fly 
Shop, another good source for obtaining these flies and the mohair yarn needed to tie them is Tim's Fly Shop in 
Cassville, Missouri ( 417-847-1013 or e-mail them at:  timsfly@hotmail.com ) .  Last report I saw stated Tim's Fly 
Shop accepts orders by mail and ships for free .   
 



Menominee River Bass Fishing Trip  
By Dick Dragiewicz 

 
In mid-August six club members used a warm sunny weekend to go smallmouth bass fishing on the 
Menominee River.  The Menominee River, as you may know, flows over a portion of the Wisconsin 
and Michigan state lines.  Club members on the trip were:  Joe Valkoun , Herb Oechler , Frank Stet-
zer, Warren Huck , Dave Pinczkowski , and Dick Dragiewicz .  Dick was joined by his brother, Larry .  
We all succeeded in catching lots of bass including some big heavy ones. Menominee River bass fish-
ing easily surpasses bass fishing on the Milwaukee River based on the numbers of big fish we caught.  
 
Joe, Herb, Frank, and Warren opted to go wade fishing.  They fished several Menominee River loca-
tions upstream of Pemene Falls, and up and downstream of the Highway Z bridge.  According to Joe, 
Friday’s fishing produced lots of bass albeit smaller ones, they were only in the 12” to 16” size range.  
Saturday they reported catching bigger bass, but fewer numbers.  What a trade off.  Sunday they 
fished the Peshtigo River hoping for some trout.  They caught more bass instead. 
 
Dick and his brother Larry did guided float trips with Dave Pinczkowski on Saturday and Sunday.  
They got to fish out of Dave’s new 18 foot “Power Drifter” boat.  This boat has lots of room and almost 
no place to get your fly line tangled.  It’s a super boat for fly fishing.  This is what it looks like. 

 
On Saturday, Dave launched the boat at Bear Point 
and then motored upstream.  Sunday we launched at 
Sturgeon Point and again motored upstream.  Both 
launch sites were accessed from the Michigan side of 
the river.  There is a dirt road that parallels the river 
on the Michigan side that provides easy access to the 
river, camp sites, and several boat launching ramps.   
 
If you are out exploring new places to fish you should 
consider going to this area of Wisconsin/Michigan.  
Here is a sample of what we caught. 
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Left: Dave is looking at 
the 17” smallmouth Dick 
caught Saturday after-
noon. 
 
 
Right: Larry’s smile 
shows he’s really happy 
with this 19” smallmouth.  
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The flies we used were big, generally they were 3” to 6” 
long.   Patterns included Clousers, divers, variations of cray-
fish, and poppers.  We fished them with floating lines and 
periodically with an intermediate sinking line.  Sometimes we 
fished sinking flies with indicators.  All the methods were 
successful. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On Sunday fishing was slower so we broke out the spinning rod and a Rapala in the afternoon.  For a 
couple of hours Larry caught lots of bass, a couple of small pike, and even a walleye.  The orange col-
ored Rapala and red and white jitterbug worked really well.   
 
For more information on smallmouth bass fishing on the Menominee River and other northern Wiscon-
sin rivers get a copy of the summer 2006 issue of Fish & Fly magazine.  It has an article in it by Nelson 
Ham, a guide from Green Bay, about bass fishing in the region. 
 
On Sunday, August 27th, Nelson Ham  guided Sam Facey , a new club member, and his bass fishing 
friend Heather on the Menominee River.  Sam said that during most of the day the bass were feeding 
on ants, but they caught plenty of big bass on poppers.  The biggest fish of the day was Sam’s 20 ½” 
smallmouth bass.   

 

L-R: Sam Facey with guide Nelson Ham holding  a big 
smallmouth! 

Heather with a smallmouth that anyone 
would love to have in their net! 



 
 
 

September 12th meeting will have Dave Ruetz doing a slide show on fly fishing for large and small-
mouth bass throughout the entire year.  He'll share techniques, flies, locations, and maybe a few of 
his special tips for getting more and bigger bass on our trips. 
 
Join us at Yester Years Pub & Grill at 7:00 pm! 
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We will return to trout fishing for our September 23rd outing. Our destination will be Castle Rock 
Creek near beautiful and bucolic Fennimore, WI.   
 
Meet at the Pettit Center lot at 6:30 A.M. if you want to caravan with Ken and others. 

been up that famous creek with-
out a paddle, then you didn’t stop 
at THIS store!! 

 
 
 

Our October 10th meeting will have Jay Thurston giving us a slide show presentation on trout fishing 
in Wisconsin.   
 
The trout fishing topic willl be “Time, Temperature, and Water Turbidity”.   
 
Jay has published more than 200 fishing articles in Wisconsin newspapers.  He's taken 60 of these 
articles and published them as a book.  He will be offering the book for sale after the presentation. 



Committees:  
 
Education:  
Dick Dragiewicz, 847-498-3260   obiobiobi@ameritech.net 
Greg Schick ,       262-635-0522   gaschick@wi.rr.com 
Ken Zielinski ,      414-425-9077   flyyeguy@wi.rr.com 
 
Programs:  
Dick Dragiewicz, 847-498-3260   obiobiobi@ameritech.net 
 
Fly Tying:  
Greg Schick ,  262-635-0522    gaschick@wi.rr.com 
 
Food:  
Ken Kurek,  414-961-2356  ken.kurek@cbexchange.com 
 
Hatch Editor:  
Greg Schick ,  262-635-0522  gaschick@wi.rr.com 
 
Membership:  
Greg Schick ,  262-635-0522  gaschick@wi.rr.com 
 
Outings:  
Ken Zielinski , 414-425-9077   flyyeguy@wi.rr.com 
 
Web Master:  
Frank Stetzer ,  414-481-8935   stetzer@csd.uwm.edu 
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Officers / Board of Directors  
 
Ken Zielinski , President 
414-425-9077 
flyyeguy@wi.rr.com 
 
Al Dalphonso , Vice President 
414-541-1711 
ard423wi@ticon.net 
 
Frank Stetzer , Secretary  
414-481-8935 
stetzer@csd.uwm.edu 
 
Jim Johnson , Treasurer 
262-549-4868 
jjrdjohnson@yahoo.com 
 
Ron Wojack , Sgt. at Arms 
414-281-2947 
wojaxx@wi.rr.com 
 
Peter Alba , Member at Large 
262-780-6259 
Palba@Amfam.com 
 
Mike Drout , Member at Large 
mkd@bizwi.rr.com 

 
 
 

Blue Herons have inhabited every fishing destination that I 
have fished except for Kamchatka.  They are fish hunting 
birds that wade the shallow margins of ponds, lakes and 
rivers. Both fresh and saltwater marshes are also much to 
their liking.  Herons eat a wide variety of fish, animals and 
insects.  They prefer small fish and frogs.   I watched the 
heron at right as he stalked the edge of the Deschutes 
River.   
 
After he had left, I examined the shore line and found it to be exceptionally rich in heron food.  Tall ca-
nary grass and dead woody debris sheltered a clean narrow, shallow submerged flat sand bar. Then 
the bank broke precipitously into a slow deep eddy.  Along this natural wall grew a dense weed narrow 
bed.  A hoard of minnow fry from 2" - 4" hugged the edge of the weed bed.  The heron cruised slowly 
down the path between the terrestrial and aquatic vegetation and picked off minnows one by one in 
fairly rapid succession.  An angler can learn a lot from herons.  Herons know the landscape of the wa-
ters they inhabit in intimate detail.  They know where fish live.  In many ecosystems herons and preda-
tory game fish hunt the same foods.   Someday I will go back to this eddy that herons stalk in the 
bright light of day.  I want to see what stalks this same eddy when the light levels are lower. 



MILWAUKEE LAKE & STREAM FLY FISHING  
 2006 CALENDAR  

 September October November 
Meeting 12th 

At Yester Years Pub 
10th 

At Yester Years Pub 
14th 

At Yester Years Pub 

Outing 23rd 
Castle Rock Creek 

TBA TBA 

Fly Tying 13th and 27th 11th and 25th 15th and 29th 

Event    

  
 

  

 December January February 
Meeting 12th 

At Yester Years Pub 
9th 

At Yester Years Pub 
 

At Yester Years Pub 

Outing TBA Jan. 1st — Paradise 
Springs 

TBA 

Fly Tying 13th (only) 10th and 25th  

Event  New Years Day “Wine, 
Cheese & Trout Fest”! 

 

    

Meeting: 7:00 pm Yesteryears Pub & Grill  9427 W. Greenfield    

Outing: Meet at 6:30 am at Park & Rides lots.  See Hatch fo r details.   

Fly Tying: Sportsmen’s Warehouse (I-43 & Mooreland Rd.)  from 6:00 - 8:30 pm.   

Event: *   

The Hatch  is the monthly newsletter of the Milwaukee Lake & Stream Fly Fishers, an incorporated nonprofit or-
ganization affiliated with the Federation of Fly Fishers. 
 
Milwaukee Lake & Stream Fly Fishers  meets the 2nd Tuesday  of each month at 7:00 p.m .  
at YesterYears Pub & Grill, 9427 W. Greenfield Ave., W est Allis, WI  
 
Meetings May through August  are on the water. Read The Hatch  for locations or go to our website at: http://
www.speakeasy.org/~mlsff 

Send correspondence to: 
Milwaukee Lake & Stream Fly Fishers , 
P.O. Box 370668 
Milwaukee, WI 53237 

Submit contributions for The Hatch  by the 20th of the 
month to: 
                         Greg Schick, Editor  
                         at: gaschick@wi.rr.com  
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