
Yes, it Rained a Little  By Ken Zielinski 

 

I’d like to be a weatherman. They can get it wrong all the time and they still get paid. The weather for 
Tuesday afternoon was supposed to be a slight chance of showers in the Saukville area from 
11:00am until 9:00pm. Guess what? The last few miles of my journey was in a blinding rainstorm. I got 
there around 4:30 and to my surprise, as I pulled into to the lot at Ehlers Park I saw Glenn Winston’s 
truck already there. He and Dick Glic k were out there fishing in the rain. When I drove to the north 
end of the park Ron Wojack’s car was there and he wasn’t in it. I learned later that he and Al 
Dalphonso  were fishing upstream. Dick Dragiewicz was at the first spot when I got back there a 
couple minutes later. I wasn’t the only crazy person there that afternoon.  
 
We took a ride to try to find some place with a roof on it where we could eat our dinner (since this was 
supposed to be our annual picnic). By the time we got back it was letting up a little. Dick and Glenn 
came over to talk to us so we broke out the food and found that fishing was not too bad. Glenn had 
gotten eight smallies, although none of them were very large. While we were eating Richard Rosolek 
pulled in on a motorcycle. This guy must really like fly-fishing. He had to drive 40 miles through that 
rain to get there. Then Frank Stetzer got there along with Beth Kyte and Al Welch . We even had a 
prospective member who I had met a few days ago show up. He is brand new to the sport and he said 
he learned a lot. This had turned out to be a great showing considering the weather.  
 
We all got on our gear and tried to eat at the same time and by 
the time we all got in the water the rain was just about done. We 
didn’t set the world on fire, but as you can see by the pictures, 
we did catch some fish. It turned out to be a pretty nice evening. 
While we were out there fishing Al and Ron showed up at the 
picnic table and told us that they had gotten 23 smallies between 
them. Al Dalphonso had to biggest one of the day, a 14-incher. 
That was his last fish of the day and he got it on a popper.  Al 
Welch landed an 11-incher and a 13-incher. He lost a couple de-
cent ones too.  
 
I’d like to tell you there was some kind of secret fly that caught 
all the fish that night. But that wasn’t so. We caught fish on mo-
hair leeches, Frank’s Crayfish, my Nuthin fly and a little bit of 
everything else. Richard thought the color of the day was char-
treuse, but I tried two different chartreuse flies and never had a 
hit. I got my couple on a Black wooly Grubber. (That’s a wooly Kenny gearing up in the rain... 



bugger with a twister tail.) Nothing stood our as being bet-
ter than all the rest.  
 
The one thing that we learned was that unlike last year, 
when the downstream section was the best area, this 
year it seems like the area upstream of the park is better 
this year. That’s where I’m starting next time. 
 
It may seem like we have gone to Saukville a lot this year, 
but that was by design. I thought that since this was a 
new place for us last year and the fishing was good, that 
we should put as many hours as possible there in a short 
time and then compare notes. We could learn to fish the 
area a lot faster that way.  

The “Group”... 

Left .: Joe Valkoun with his “light saber” fly 
rod (tube). 
 

Above : Al Dalphonso with a fine smallie 
 

Right: Beth Kyte in fine foul-weather fash-
ion with a fish... 

Where’d They Go?    By Ken Zielinski   
 

 
When I got to Ehlers Park someone was already fishing way down-
stream. I couldn’t tell who it was and figured he would eventually work his 
way back. Just them Greg drove up and while we were talking Al Welch 
pulled in. Good, I wasn’t going to be fishing alone.  
 
We all got our gear on and started fishing but the fish weren’t being coop-
erative. All we seemed to be getting were little ones. I couldn’t figure it 
out. Last year we were just learning the area and every time we came, 
we got a few more and bigger bass. This year the fish seemed to have 
discovered that we were here and left the area.  
. 
After a while Steve Krakow worked his way upstream. So I finally found 
out who that was. He had been quite a way down and caught a few small 
ones and lost a decent one. So he wasn’t doing any better than the rest 
of us. After a while Michael Camp bell and his wife Lisa got there.  
 
We all gave it the old school try but to no avail. They just wouldn’t bite. 
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Once in a while one of us would get a small one 
and this time we didn’t get a bunch of rock bass. 
We stuck pretty close together so we all could see 
how we each fished. I noticed that Lisa wasn’t cast-
ing much better that she did the last time I saw her 
so we started to encourage her to try doing casting 
a little longer. It didn’t take her too long and she 
was getting a lot better. She even managed to 
catch a few fish along the way.  

 
After a couple more hours I stopped for lunch. 
While I was eating the rest of the troop started to 
trickle in. No one had done very well this time. I was 
really disappointed. I had hoped that since we had 
done all right last year, that as we learned to fish 
the river here, we would get better after we learned 
where all the good spots were. That just hasn’t hap-
pened. Well, maybe it will pick up in the fall or 
maybe next year.  

 
 
Next month we will be going to the Mil-
waukee River between West Bend and 
Newburg. There is a little park about a 
mile west of Newburg and we will be fish-
ing upstream from there. I hope the fish-
ing is better. Don’t worry; we’re always 
looking for new and better places to go. 
Just keep coming — the club needs your 
participation. 

Michael Campbell appealing to the fishing gods 

A “typical” little smallmouth at Ehlers Park... 

Lisa Campbell with a fish on…  a long line... 

 

Above: Michael Campbell 
Left: Al Welch 
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Bronzeback Basics 

�  o be a successful fly-fisher for [small-mouth] black bass the angler must know something about the habits 
of his quarry, or at least of its haunts and favorite places of resort. On streams these are in the eddies of 

rocks or large boulders, in the deeper water above and below riffles, under shelving banks and rocks, among the 
submerged roots of trees on the bank, near weed patches, driftwood or logs, and in the vicinity of gravelly bars 
and shoals. Except in cloudy weather the angler may be resting during the noon hours, as the most favorable 
time is in the morning and late afternoon until dusk. If wading, the angler should fish down-stream, and when 
the shadows are long, should endeavor to keep the sun in front. He should move slowly and cautiously, making 
as little noise as possible, casting to the sides and in front of every likely spot. Casts of thirty or forty feet are 
usually sufficient. The flies should be allowed to float down-stream, with tremulous motions, sidewise, to imitate 
the struggles of a drowning insect, and then permitted to sink several inches or a foot at each cast. 
       Whipping the stream is sometimes quite successful when the bass does not quite respond to ordinary casting. 
This is done by casting in quick succession and repeatedly over one spot, allowing the flies merely to touch the 
water, until several such casts are made, when they should be permitted to sink, for a few seconds, as before. In 
making the cast, two flies should be selected of different combinations of colors, as polka and professor. If nec-
essary, changes should be made until two are selected that seem to meet the fastidious fancy of the fish. 
       If a taut line is maintained, the bass usually hooks himself, but the angler should strike quickly upon feeling 
the slightest tug, or when seeing the swirl of the fish. One cannot strike too quickly. By striking is meant a sim-
ple turning of the hand sideways, with a perfect tight line; this is amply sufficient to set the hook. Should the line 
be slack and lifeless at the moment, a more vigorous movement is required, but even then it is too late. When a 
bass is hooked, the contest should be between the rod and fish, rather than between the reel and fish. It is the 
spring of the rod that conquers him, not the giving and taking of line. If the rod is held firmly, at an angle of 
forty-five degrees, with the thumb on the spool of the reel, there is no likelihood of a good rod breaking. Line 
should be given grudgingly, and the fish kept on the surface as much as possible. When exhausted, he should be 
drawn over the landing-net and lifted out quickly, at the same time releasing the thumb from the reel to relieve 
the strain on the rod. 
       In fishing from the bank in deeper streams, or from a boat on small lakes, whereby the fish is better enabled 
to see the angler, longer casts are necessary, or the angler must screen himself from observation by trees or 
brushes on the bank. The boat should be kept in the deeper waters and casts made towards the shallows of bars, 
shoals, and weed patches. The best time for boat fishing on lakes or ponds is from near sundown until dark. 
 
                          ---- James a Henshall, M.D. 
            Bass, Pike, Perch and Others (1903) 

The BIG fish of the day!  Schick’s 14-inch Milwaukee 
River grayling…  (ok, ok… so it’s really a carp!) 

Al Welch with one in the net… a small one, that is, like all 
of the other smallmouth... 



Fishing the Hex Hatch —  
by Dick Dragiewicz 

 

If you’re ready for a night time adventure try “Fishing the Hex Hatch”. Rumors from well informed 
fly fishermen say that big trout and big bass feed heavily during this mayfly hatch and your chances 
of catching a trophy fish are significantly better than at any other time of the year.  
 
Here is a nighttime photo of a Hex Hatch. 
 
The “Hex Hatch” means the hatch and spinner fall of 
the gigantic Hexagenia Limbata mayfly.  This mayfly 
ranges in body size from 1 ¼” to 1 ½”, plus the tail.  
The hatch generally takes place after sunset starting 
in early June through mid-July in rivers that have silty 
bottoms, e.g., Black Earth Creek, the Mecan, White, 
Tomorrow, Milwaukee, and Mississippi, etc.  Actual 
starting and ending times of the hatch varies by loca-
tion and weather patterns.  Flies used during this 
hatch are tied on big hooks in sizes ranging from 6’s 
to 10’s.  Typical fly patterns are: 
Recently I listened to Buzz Butters talk about his 

preparations for fishing the Hex Hatch.  Buzz, for your information, has been successfully fishing this 
hatch for a lot of years in numerous Wisconsin rivers.  Here are a couple of things he does to get 
ready for this fishing adventure.  Start by getting at least three working flashlights (you’ll lose one, the 
second one probably won’t work, now you have a backup with the third light), have lots of insect re-
pellant to keep those hungry mosquitoes away (head nets also help), strong leaders (0X to 2X), as-
sortment of big mayfly patterns (dries, emergers, and maybe some nymphs),  during the day scout 
out the area you plan to fish so you know where the obstacles are and where the trout/bass might be 
located, and mark your path to the river so you can 
find your way out after fishing.  
 
To help interested Milwaukee Lake & Stream Fly 
Fishers club members get ready for fishing the Hex 
Hatch we are going to make arrangements with 
Buzz Butters to have him speak at one of our spring 
2007 meetings. The timing of his presentation will 
give us time to prepare for this nighttime fishing ad-
venture. 
 
As proof that big fish are caught during the “Hex 
Hatch” here is a photo of one I caught this summer.  
This brown trout was too big and feisty to actually 
measure.  Best guesses put it in the 20” to 22” 
range.  There’s one waiting for you. 
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 Tuesday, August 8th. 
 From 5:00—9:00 pm  

This month’s “On-the-water” 
meeting will be at Hubbard 
Park, just south of Capitol Dr. 
on the Milwaukee River. We’re 
trying a new spot here so we 
don’t have a lot of information 
on it. We’ve been told that 
there can be smallmouth in the 
area as it’s an easy swim for 
them from the lake up to this 
point. 
 
Two maps showing the location 
and how to get there are dis-
played here and on the next 
page. 

Madison  by Ken Zielinski 
 

I sent out a note this spring to all of our members to let them know that it’s possible to wade the shore-
line at Lake Waubesa  in Madison. As far as I know, no one has tried it yet. I hadn’t had a chance to 
go there either and I thought spawning time was all over I went there in late June. Even with the 
weeds, it was still possible to wade near the shore north of the boat launch at Lake Farm Park. 
 
It was a nice day when I got there with only a little traffic at the launch. I talked to a DNR fish census 
taker at the launch. He told me that he saw people all the time wading and getting decent catches al-
most every day. So I walked down a path north of the launch and got in the water. There is a lot of 
duckweed on the water, but there is an opening that follows the shoreline just a few feet out from 
shore that is quite wide. It’s good enough for wading and there is plenty of room for back casting. I did-
n’t have to worry about getting weeds on every cast either.  
 
At first I only caught little ones, but as I walked a little 
farther I got a nice one here and there. After a while a 
figured out that all I caught when I cast toward shore 
was small ones and when I cast away from shore I got 
much nicer fish. It took me a while to figure out what 
they were interested in. I must have tried half a dozen 
flies before I finally caught one little one. After that it 
was easy. I got quite a few on an old trout standby…
the Pass Lake.  
 
I caught a few weeds but nothing too bad along with 
the weeds; I had some really good bluegill fishing as 
you can see in the picture. I never went deeper than 
my waist and I was never more than a few hundred 
feet from the boat launch. I had just a thoroughly en-
joyable afternoon and evening and plan on going back again!  



Saturday, August 19th.— 6:30 a.m until ??  
 
 

While talking with a TU member who spoke to our club not to long ago,  he told me his favorite spot 
on the Milwaukee River is just east of West Bend. The DNR has done a lot of work on the stream and 
it has a lot of bass and carp in it. He showed me where it is on the map. That is where we will be go-
ing for our outing in August.  Looks like we should all bring a lunch and plan for a full day of fishing! 
 
Those who want to carpool should meet in the Pettit Ice Center parking lot at 6:30 a.m. as usual... 
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Hopefully these two map pictures are 
readable on the web… it’s hard to tell 
from where I’m sitting while writing this. 
 
It appears that there may be two en-
trances to Hubbard Park; one on the 
north on N. Morris from Capitol, and 
one on the east side on N. Oakland. 
 
No cookout is planned for this meeting, 
but there a number of restaurants and 
eateries in the nearby area. 
 
We’ll look forward to seeing you Tues-
day evening for some on-the-water ex-
ploration! 



Committees:  
 
Education:  
Dick Dragiewicz, 847-498-3260   obiobiobi@ameritech.net 
Greg Schick ,       262-635-0522   gaschick@wi.rr.com 
Ken Zielinski ,      414-425-9077   flyyeguy@wi.rr.com 
 
Programs:  
Dick Dragiewicz, 847-498-3260   obiobiobi@ameritech.net 
 
Fly Tying:  
Greg Schick ,  262-635-0522    gaschick@wi.rr.com 
 
Food:  
Ken Kurek,  414-961-2356  ken.kurek@cbexchange.com 
 
Hatch Editor:  
Greg Schick ,  262-635-0522  gaschick@wi.rr.com 
 
Membership:  
Greg Schick ,  262-635-0522  gaschick@wi.rr.com 
 
Outings:  
Ken Zielinski , 414-425-9077   flyyeguy@wi.rr.com 
 
Web Master:  
Frank Stetzer ,  414-481-8935   stetzer@csd.uwm.edu 
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Officers / Board of Directors  
 
Ken Zielinski , President 
414-425-9077 
flyyeguy@wi.rr.com 
 
Al Dalphonso , Vice President 
414-541-1711 
ard423wi@ticon.net 
 
Frank Stetzer , Secretary  
414-481-8935 
stetzer@csd.uwm.edu 
 
Jim Johnson , Treasurer 
262-549-4868 
jjrdjohnson@yahoo.com 
 
Ron Wojack , Sgt. at Arms 
414-281-2947 
wojaxx@wi.rr.com 
 
Peter Alba , Member at Large 
262-780-6259 
Palba@Amfam.com 
 
Mike Drout , Member at Large 
mkd@bizwi.rr.com 

Floren Goetsch with a nice SW Wis. Brown trout... 



MILWAUKEE LAKE & STREAM FLY FISHING  
 2006 CALENDAR  

 August September October 
Meeting 8th 

On the Water  
12th 

At Yester Years Pub 
10th 

At Yester Years Pub 

Outing 19th 
Milwaukee River near 

West Bend 

23rd 
Castle Rock Creek 

TBA 

Fly Tying None! Let’s Fish! 13th and 27th 11th and 25th 

Event    

  
 

  

 November December January 
Meeting 14th 

At Yester Years Pub 
12th 

At Yester Years Pub 
9th 

At Yester Years Pub 

Outing TBA TBA TBA 

Fly Tying 15th and 29th 13th (only) 10th and 25th 

Event    

    

Meeting: 7 pm Yesteryears Pub & Grill  9427 W. Greenfield   

Outing: Meet at 6:30 am at Park & Rides lots.  See Hatch fo r details.   

Fly Tying: Sportsmen’s Warehouse (I-43 & Mooreland Rd.)  from 6:00 - 8:30 pm.   

Event: *   

The Hatch  is the monthly newsletter of the Milwaukee Lake & Stream Fly Fishers, an incorporated 
nonprofit organization affiliated with the Federation of Fly Fishers. 
 
Milwaukee Lake & Stream Fly Fishers  meets the 2nd Tuesday  of each month at 7 p.m. at Yester-
Years Pub & Grill, 9427 W. Greenfield Ave., West Al lis, WI  
 
Meetings May through August  are on the water. Read The Hatch  for locations or go to our website 

Send correspondence to: 
Milwaukee Lake & Stream Fly Fishers , 
P.O. Box 370668 
Milwaukee, WI 53237 

Submit contributions for The Hatch  by the 20th of 
the month to: 
                       Greg Schick, Editor  
                       at: gaschick@wi.rr.com  
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