
Saukville by Ken Zielinski 
 

As I pulled up to the Milwaukee River north of Saukville I hoped that we had a good showing for our 
first meeting on the water. Most of us are novices at smallmouth fishing, but this spot had been good 
to a few of us last year. We were hoping for a repeat and some improvement because Dick 
Dragiewicz and Frank Stetzer were going to give us a lesson in bass fishing. Dave Pinczkowski, who 
is a smallmouth guide, also gave us a few hints. 
 
Ralph Antczak and Jim Johnson pulled up a few minutes after I did. They had never been there. I told 
them that I had caught a few here at the north end of the park and wanted to try it before going to the 
south end to listen to our instructors. I entered the water first, but they were close behind. Soon they 
disappeared around the bend and I didn’t see them again for hours. I fished this area for about an 
hour and only got one bass of about 11 inches.  
 
When I got back to shore Paul Hackle was getting 
ready and then Beth Kyte arrived. I went to the south 
end of the park and members were standing around 
waiting to listen to all the wisdom we would need to 
catch bass. Dick started a little after 5pm. He had gone 
to the Tim Holschlog Smallmouth School and printed up 
some very informative pamphlets for us. They hit the 
high points of what he had learned and were very infor-
mative. He still has a few left so ask him for one at the 
next meeting. Then we went fishing. 
 

 
 

 
We spread out all over the river, but the fish weren’t 
very cooperative. Some caught fish and some did-
n’t. Ralph and Jim stayed at the north end and got 
about 30 smallies between them. Ralph had two 
flies on and got two fish at once. Jim got a bunch of 
little ones and lost a couple nice ones. Frank went  

Above: The group gathers for some hints & instruction. 
 
Left: Dave Pinczkowski works some likely water. 
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  Discovering a “New” Old Fly  
by Greg Schick 

 
What started out as the “Four-Day Weekend” in actuality almost turned into a mini-experiment on fly 
selection on the West Fork of the Kickapoo and Timber Coulee Creek. 
 
Friday on the West Fork  I think I had the whole stream, at least from River Road upstream to the 
West Fork Sportsman’s Club, to myself! I started working my way upstream from just above the bridge 
pool at River Road. There were a few fish rising to something coming off the surface, but I couldn’t 
see what they were chasing, so I’m going to assume they were after midges. 
 
After seeing that, I tied on what I figured would be a sure-fire fly for this water… a Pink Squirrel… 
What? You thought I was gonna say “midge”? Well, you were partially right – I tied one of them on, 
too. 
 
I started off with a tandem rig with a Pink Squirrel providing the weight to get both flies down to the 
bottom and a Yong Flash (a size 20 midge pupa pattern with a strand of Flashabou as a wing case) as 
a dropper. While this was the part of the state was where the Pink Squirrel was developed by John 
Bethke, the fish certainly haven’t tired of it.  I managed to land five fish and lost four more in the 
stretch from my starting point up to the second pool past the junction with the Seas Branch.  

downstream. Caught a rock bass and five smallies in a deep pool dead drifting his crayfish. He got the 
biggest one of the day, and 18-incher. Don Putning caught three small bass and a wading staff floated 
right up to him. The rest of us got a fish or two, but nothing to write home about. 
 
The best thing about the evening was that we had fifteen people there. We all learned something 
about bass fishing and more people learned about fishing the river in Saukville. Jeff Wegand wrote, “I 
had a lot of fun and even though I did not catch much, but I think I learned a few things, like the cray-
fish hop.  I know it is not a dance you do at the clubs now, ha ha!!!” 
 
Dick Dragiewicz reported he ended up with no fish caught.  Fished upstream of the Ehlers Park park-
ing area and saw lots of carp, though none were interested in his flies.  He also fished way down-
stream of the park.  While he didn’t catch any fish there, either, he said it was still a great day.  We 
had lots of club members in attendance. 
 
 I know I am going back soon. I hope more of our members do too. We won’t really master this small-
mouth fishing unless we do more of it. I know, it’s a hard job but somebody has to do it. 

            Ron Wojack looks for cooperative fish                                         Melvin Anderson looks for that perfect fly. 



It was an interesting period… I even had a new form of a “double” in this stretch. I had one fish hit the 
Squirrel just as another little brown jumped out of the water and dove down at my strike indicator… I 
doubled them up… Missed ‘em both, I did… 
 
The Pink Squirrel out-fished the midge pupa pattern four to one on fish landed, and at least three of 
those that came “unbuttoned” were on it as well. The fish weren’t the biggest that I’ve seen on this 
stream – they ranged from 8” to 10”, but three of them were 8” brookies, which I hadn’t caught here 
before… 
 
Late Friday evening saw some thunderstorms go 
through the Viroqua area and I wondered what 
shape the water would be in when morning rolled 
around. 
 
When I arrived at River Rd. on the West Fork 
again on Saturday, I could see that the stream 
was a bit more colored than it was on Friday, but 
it was still quite fishable.  
 
I started in the same pool that I had on Friday, 
but this time with different flies. My point fly was 
a size 14 Wire Cased Caddis and the dropper 
was a size 16 Partridge & Olive Soft Hackle. 
 
The results were much different… on my third cast I tied into a 10-12” brown on the soft hackle. Less 
than five minutes later I had my biggest fish of the day, a 17” brown, on the soft hackle again. In the 
next hour I landed a couple more nice browns and had a couple more come unbuttoned, all on the soft 
hackle.  Up to that point in the morning I hadn’t had a single hit on the Wire Cased Caddis. 
 
After lunch I headed up to Timber Coulee Creek.  
The only thing I changed was my point fly, 
switching from the Wire Cased Caddis to a Bead 
Head Green Rock Worm. There are a lot of Cad-
dis found in Timber Coulee so I figured I’d give 
them something different to look at. 
 
Well, it may have been a different stream, but it 
was the same results. The Partridge & Olive was 
the fly of choice again.  
 
A strong wind came up about mid-afternoon and 
it made casting control on that somewhat narrow 
stream a bit difficult. I decided to take a break 
and go back to my motel and tie up some more 
soft hackles. I lost two of the four that I had to rocks or submerged limbs… With a little bit of luck 
maybe I could catch a Caddis hatch towards sunset and I’d need all the working flies that I could get. 
 
After tying up another dozen soft hackle patterns, rearranging my fly boxes to find space for them and 
taking a break for a burger, I finally headed out to River Rd. on the West Fork again. It was about 5:30 
when I got to the stream and although there were a few rise forms visible from time to time, they 
looked to be coming from emerging midges – not what I wanted to pursue. 
 
I figured that I’d just start with those soft hackles again and see what happened. Even though there 
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were a few trout rising to feed on the surface or in the surface film, the soft hackle was still effective! I 
cast the fly into the riffles at the tail out of one pool, and let it drift down in the start of the next pool. My 
first fish came on about the third or fourth cast – a nice little 9-10” brown. I continued to cast into those 
riffles and when the fly tumbled down into the head of the pool, the fish continued to take it.  
 
I’ve caught fish in riffles before, but I don’t remember it being seemingly as easy as it was this time! I 
really had never done much fishing with soft hackle patterns before, so this was a new learning curve 
for me. The soft hackle patterns tumbling through the riffles and into the mouth of the next pool cer-
tainly caught the fish’s attention. They viewed the flies as they would drowned insects, even though 
there was no apparent hatch or emergence going on, and they hit them with gusto! 
 
Was a true scientific test? No… but the fish I caught over the weekend were bigger on the soft hack-
les, and hit with more fight! You can make of it whatever you want, but I’m going to do more fishing 
with soft hackles! 
 
The most famous soft hackle flies include patterns that long have been popular in England, including 
the Partridge and Orange, Partridge and Green and Partridge and Yellow. These fly names refer sim-
ply to hackle (partridge) and to the color of the body. The other appeal to soft hackle nymphs is that 
they are not only deadly, but very easy to tie.  
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Partridge & Green (traditional) 
 
Hook: Standard subsurface pattern (sizes 10 
through 16). 
Thread: Green floss. 
Hackle: Gray partridge. 
Body: Two layers of green floss. 

Partridge & Yellow (traditional) 
 

Hook:  Sizes 10-18, Mustad 9671, Tiemco 5262 
Thread: Color to match body color 
Rib:    Fine copper wire (optional) 
Body:  Floss or fur in olive, green, orange, yellow 
or brown 
Thorax: Hare dubbing, either pale yellow or 
tan and yellow. 
Hackle: Gray partridge. 

Soft Hackle Pheasant Tail 
 
Hook: Sizes 10-18, Mustad 9671, Tiemco 5262 
Thread: Brown 
Rib: Fine Copper wire 
Body: Pheasant tail fibers 
Hackle: Gray or Brown Partridge 

   Partridge & Orange (traditional) 
 

Hook: Sizes 10-18, Mustad 9671, Tiemco  5262 
Thread: Orange. 
Body: Two layers of orange floss. 
Thorax: Hare dubbing, tan. 
Hackle: Brown partridge  



 Tuesday, July 11th. From 5:00—9:00 pm  
 
 

We are going back to Ehlers Park at Saukville for more smallmouth bass fishing on the Milwaukee 
River. The club chef will have picnic food available for a donation. Join us after work. We'll probably 
fish until dark. 

  For the July outing, we'll be going a little bit farther north on the Milwaukee 
River. We'll be going to the south end of Waubedonia Park. The place is so 
beautiful that you won't believe it's on the Milwaukee River so close to Milwau-

kee. The park is on the far western end of Fredonia. That's a few minutes north of Saukville. A map to 
the area is on the club site. The park is on Hwy 57 and it's easy to find. It's a good place for both 
smallmouth and northerns. 
 

Join us on Saturday, July 22nd for some fun fishing ! 

 
Typical tying instructions: 
 
1. Lay down a layer of thread back 1/3 the distance from the eye to the end of the hook.  
2. Tie in the rib if called for in the pattern 
3. Tie in floss (about 5-7 strands, depending on thickness of body desired) and wrap forward to tie in 
point. (Carry out similar construction with dubbing if called for in the pattern with body extending from 
bend of the hook to tie in point.) 
4. Add thorax, extending over first third of floss body. If the body is constructed from dubbing rather 
than floss, the thorax can simply be an increased concentration of dubbing in from the tie in point back 
1/3 the distance toward the bend of the hook. 
5. Select a large feather with fibers that extend in length from just beyond the eye to the bend of the 
hook. Some of the soft-hackle flies use shorter or longer fibers, depending upon what you find most 
effective. A standard soft-hackle would extend about one-half the distance from the back end of the 
body to the bend. 
6. Tie in the feather by the tip and wrap a collar with  one or two turns of the feather. (If you have 
trouble wrapping the feather smoothly, you can do it the easy way: Strip off the fibers on one side of 
the hackle steam (the side that lays on the hook shank, of course) and  make two or three wraps of 
the feather.) 
7. Tie a head, keeping the feather collar laying to the rear.  Apply head cement. 
8. Go fishing... 

 

Here are some books that you might find interesting if you want to learn a little more about soft hackle 
flies. 
 
The Soft-Hackled Fly  by Sylvester Nemes, Stackpole Books; 1975 
The Soft-Hackled Fly Addict  by Sylvester Nemes, Stackpole Books; 1993 
Two Centuries of Soft-Hackled Flies  by Sylvester Nemes, Stackpole Books; 2004 
Wet Flies  by Dave Hughes, Stackpole Books; 1995 
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Committees:  
 
Education:  
Dick Dragiewicz, 847-498-3260   obiobiobi@ameritech.net 
Greg Schick ,       262-635-0522   gaschick@wi.rr.com 
Ken Zielinski ,      414-425-9077   flyyeguy@wi.rr.com 
 
Programs:  
Dick Dragiewicz, 847-498-3260   obiobiobi@ameritech.net 
 
Fly Tying:  
Greg Schick ,  262-635-0522    gaschick@wi.rr.com 
 
Food:  
Ken Kurek,  414-961-2356  ken.kurek@cbexchange.com 
 
Hatch Editor:  
Greg Schick ,  262-635-0522  gaschick@wi.rr.com 
 
Membership:  
Greg Schick ,  262-635-0522  gaschick@wi.rr.com 
 
Outings:  
Ken Zielinski , 414-425-9077   flyyeguy@wi.rr.com 
 
Web Master:  
Frank Stetzer ,  414-481-8935   stetzer@csd.uwm.edu 
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Officers / Board of Directors  
 
Ken Zielinski , President 
414-425-9077 
flyyeguy@wi.rr.com 
 
Al Dalphonso , Vice President 
414-541-1711 
ard423wi@ticon.net 
 
Frank Stetzer , Secretary  
414-481-8935 
stetzer@csd.uwm.edu 
 
Jim Johnson , Treasurer 
262-549-4868 
jjrdjohnson@yahoo.com 
 
Ron Wojack , Sgt. at Arms 
414-281-2947 
wojaxx@wi.rr.com 
 
Peter Alba , Member at Large 
262-780-6259 
Palba@Amfam.com 
 
Mike Drout , Member at Large 
mkd@bizwi.rr.com 

What kind of farmer would DO this to a fisherman? 
Talk about a sick sense of humor or something!! 



MILWAUKEE LAKE & STREAM FLY FISHING  
 2006 CALENDAR  

 July August September 
Meeting 11th  

On the Water  
8th 

On the Water  
12th 

At Yester Years Pub 

Outing 22nd 
Fishing the Milwaukee 

River at Waubedonia Park 

TBA TBA 

Fly Tying None! Let’s Fish! None! Let’s Fish! 13th and 27th 

Event    

  
 

  

 October November December 
Meeting 10th 

At Yester Years Pub 
14th 

At Yester Years Pub 
12th 

At Yester Years Pub 

Outing TBA TBA TBA 

Fly Tying 11th and 25th 15th and 29th 13th (only) 

Event    

    

Meeting: 7 pm Yesteryears Pub & Grill  9427 W. Greenfield   

Outing: Meet at 6:30 am at Park & Rides lots.  See Hatch fo r details.   

Fly Tying: Sportsmen’s Warehouse (I-43 & Mooreland Rd.)  from 6:00 - 8:30 pm.   

Event: *   

The Hatch  is the monthly newsletter of the Milwaukee Lake & Stream Fly Fishers, an incorporated 
nonprofit organization affiliated with the Federation of Fly Fishers. 
 
Milwaukee Lake & Stream Fly Fishers  meets the 2nd Tuesday  of each month at 7 p.m. at Yester-
Years Pub & Grill, 9427 W. Greenfield Ave., West Al lis, WI  
 
Meetings May through August  are on the water. Read The Hatch  for locations or go to our website 

Send correspondence to: 
Milwaukee Lake & Stream Fly Fishers , 
P.O. Box 370668 
Milwaukee, WI 53237 

Submit contributions for The Hatch  by the 20th of 
the month to: 
                       Greg Schick, Editor  
                       at: gaschick@wi.rr.com  
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