
 
 

 
The subject of our March meeting was our now-annual “Tips, Tying, and Trade Show”. Mem-
bers offered tips on the early season fishing spots, some fishing instruction, and displayed 
some of their “extra” fly tackle that they wished to sell. 
 
We had four members who demonstrated how to tie various fly patterns, as well as a “knot ty-
ing expert” who helped with that portion of the instructional phase of the evening. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
As it worked out, the timing was such that you could go to the meeting to pick up some hints, 
do the fly tying session the day after at Sportman’s Warehouse, and then have a week to put 
it all together before going off to Black Earth Creek for the outing. 
 
 
 

Concentration at the vise... 

It may look like a little fly, but it’ll catch some big trout! 



 
 

 
At the fly tying session prior to the outing we did some bead caddis patterns, hoping to get 
ourselves ready to do some nymphing (or “larva-ing”) at Black Earth Creek. 
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We had a good turnout, and a lot of enthusiasm was shown in tying up some patterns that 
should have been killers at Black Earth Creek… 
 
I think the problem may have been that we were a month or two too early… While there are a 
good number of caddis flies in the water at Black Earth, it seems that most of the flies we saw 
during the outing there were midges! 
 
Actually, there are probably more caddis species in the state than mayflies and stoneflies put 
together, so we barely scratched the surface of what can be useful in our trout streams. 
 
The patterns we played with will reap benefits later on down the road… or is that down the 
stream? 



  On a Stream Again…Finally by Ken Zielinski & Greg Schick 

 
Two new members, Sean Treacy and Tom Dietrich joined Frank Stetzer and I at The Pettit Center. 
We left at 6:45 and picked up Pete Robbins  at a Park & Ride on Hwy 67. The weather was cloudy but 
not too cold. On the way there the sun came out for a while and then disappeared again. When we got 
to South Valley Rd on Black Earth Creek all the surrounding farms were still white with snow but it 
melted shortly afterwards. Greg Schick , Peter Alba , Colin Geraghty , Dave Gonzales along with his 
girlfriend, and Virgil Meeks arrived on their own.  
 
Since there were a lot of us, some went upstream and some went down. We all knew it wouldn’t be 
easy, but we tried all the tiny stuff. Size 20 bloodworms, 20 BWO dries and RS-2 emergers and any 
other little flies we had. Tiny dark midges were hatching, but they were darn hard to match. We up-
stream guys heard later that well downstream the midges kept hatching out all day. I tried everything I 
could think of and only had one hit on a Mohair Leech. Then I lost my leech. I even tried very large 
streamer-type flies as Len Harris told us. I finally got one on a caddis nymph while I was reeling my fly 
in. I’ll have to take it because it was the only fish I hooked. We all tried to catch one certain fish that 
kept rising right in front of us. It just drove us all nuts. It didn’t like anything we gave it.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Sean, Pete, Dave and Tom went well upstream and only Dave got a trout 
there, but it wasn’t for lack of trying. Everyone stayed out a long time before 
coming back to the cars for lunch. After eating they all went out again so we 
didn’t have any quitters in the group. 
 
 
The rest is Greg’s story. 
 
I started fishing the section of stream that you see Pete Alba, Sean Treacy, 
and Pete Robbins working in the pictures above and to the right, but I 
“voluntarily” gave it up so those guys could fish it… Actually, I went through 
the pools there with my midge patterns and didn’t raise a fish! It wasn’t’ going 
to be my day there anyhow! 

3 

Pete Alba working a section of Black Earth Creek downstream 
of South Valley Rd. 

Sean Tracy working the other side of the 
bank, just a bit downstream from Alba. 

Pete Robbins working a nice pool 



I went well downstream to the far western side of 
the field that abuts where we parked along South 
Valley Road. After fishing a favorite pool of mine 
and throwing a couple of real “splash casts” that  
put down a couple of nice trout, I decided taking 
some pictures of the others having fun was in or-
der… 
 
Frank Stetzer had ventured down this end of the 
field, where the stream actually starts to run north/
south, and was taking turns with nymphs and dry 
flies along a stretch of “lunker structure” that al-
ways holds fish. 
 
There was one in particular that was rising to feed 
off the surface, but doing so irregularly. Frank was 
trying to time it so that he had the right fly on at 
the right time.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
It was fun watching him cast his fly to a spot just 
above where that trout was rising, or to cast it 
tight into the bank and drift a nymph into an area 
you just knew held a trout or two… 
 
It was fun watching it because it all worked out 
as “planned”, with the result of a nice pretty 
brown trout being brought to hand. 
 
I then decided it was time to go back upstream a 
bit to another hole I hadn’t fished in many years. 
I found that Colin Geraghty had the same idea, 
and he was patiently working through a couple of 
patterns trying to entice the fish there. 
 

Frank working the rocks along the bank... … and then bringing the “reward” to hand. 

Colin Geraghty working a nymph pattern through a nice pool. 

Dave Gonzales with a nice brown trout... 
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April 11 th will feature Tom Andersen.  Tom 
is the Midwest Sales Representative for 
Sage, Simms, Umpqua, etc.  He is also a 

fly fishing guide and fly fishing teacher with over 40 years of experience.  His presentation is “How to 
be a Predator”.  This show is about what fish eat and how to effectively imitate these food sources 
with flies.  There will be lots of ideas on new flies and techniques designed to fool all species of fish 
with a fly rod.  Whether it is bass, trout, or pike start your 2006 season with a new bag of tricks from 
Tom Andersen — we’ll all become better fishermen.  

He made the “mistake” of asking about my choice of flies, and I gave him a couple of my favorite 
midge patterns to try. When he stopped fishing to tie the flies on, I stepped forward to try the pool until 
he was ready again. 
 
Well, wouldn’t you know it  — on my very first cast I hooked into a nice lively brown on a size 20 blood 
worm!  
 
I felt a little guilty taking Colin’s fish away from him, so to speak…. But I got over it! 
 
Soon the fish began rising to emerging midges and we both tried patterns that we thought would pro-
duce some results for us. I think I had my midge emerger knocked clear out of the water at least three 
times by the rising fish!  It appeared that even a size 20 was too large that day! 
 
In actuality it turned out that the insects coming off the water were #22 gray colored midges. Had I had 
a little more time and more patience, I might have been able to come up with a few more hookups. But 
even though I didn’t manage to catch any of them on dry fly patterns this time, I know it can be done 
and I’ll be looking forward to getting back to the stream again soon! 
 

 The location for our April 15th outing will be Otter Creek, just outside of 
Dodgeville. We haven’t visited this piece of water in a couple of years so it 
wll be interesting to how productive we can make it appear. 

 
Meet at the Pettit Center as usual for carpooling. Bring along a lunch and don't be late. If you want to 
meet us there just remember we have maps on the website.  
 
Since we are going west on I-94, anyone in Waukesha County need not come into the Pettit Center to 
meet us. A better place to meet you would be the Park & Ride lot Off of Hwy 67 just a little south of I-
94. If you want us to stop and pick you up there, let Ken Zielinski know ahead of time so he’ll know 
you're there. 
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Right: A 29” male steelhead caught by 
Al Dalphonso on an olive wooly bug-
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Our May 9th meeting will be our first “On the Water Meeting ” meeting of this year… Okay, so techni-
cally it will be on the grass at Greenfield Park, but we’re going to be outside. That’s what really mat-
ters. 
 
We will conduct our annual casting clinic for new fly casters wishing to learn the correct techniques as 
well as for the “weathered” fly fishers who might want (or need) to correct a bad habit or two. 
 
This will be your opportunity to get the casting stroke down pat before we venture off to the river for 
our June meeting. 
 
At our June “On the Water Meeting” Frank Stetzer and Dick Dragiewicz will talk about some of their 
smallmouth bass fishing techniques.  Frank will use his recent trip to the Menominee River area as 
the basis of his presentation.  Dick will give us information on Tim Holschlag’s smallmouth bass fish-
ing school that he attended this past summer.  Lou Gauen will give us some details on the 2006 sum-
mer trip to the Menominee River. We’ll be learning and fishing the Milwaukee River at Ehler’s Park in 
Saukville. 

Committees:  
 
Education:  
Dick Dragiewicz, 847-498-3260   obiobiobi@ameritech.net 
Greg Schick ,       262-635-0522   gaschick@wi.rr.com 
Ken Zielinski ,      414-425-9077   flyyeguy@wi.rr.com 
 
Programs:  
Dick Dragiewicz, 847-498-3260   obiobiobi@ameritech.net 
 
Fly Tying:  
Greg Schick ,  262-635-0522    gaschick@wi.rr.com 
 
Food:  
Ken Kurek,  414-961-2356  ken.kurek@cbexchange.com 
 
Hatch Editor:  
Greg Schick ,  262-635-0522  gaschick@wi.rr.com 
 
Membership:  
Greg Schick ,  262-635-0522  gaschick@wi.rr.com 
 
Outings:  
Ken Zielinski , 414-425-9077   flyyeguy@wi.rr.com 
 
Web Master:  
Frank Stetzer ,  414-481-8935   stetzer@csd.uwm.edu 
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Officers / Board of Directors  
 
Ken Zielinski , President 
414-425-9077 
flyyeguy@wi.rr.com 
 
Al Dalphonso , Vice President 
414-541-1711 
ard423wi@ticon.net 
 
Frank Stetzer , Secretary  
414-481-8935 
stetzer@csd.uwm.edu 
 
Jim Johnson , Treasurer 
262-549-4868 
jjrdjohnson@yahoo.com 
 
Ron Wojack , Sgt. at Arms 
414-281-2947 
wojaxx@wi.rr.com 
 
Peter Alba , Member at Large 
262-780-6259 
Palba@Amfam.com 
 
Mike Drout , Member at Large 
mkd@bizwi.rr.com 
 
 



MILWAUKEE LAKE & STREAM FLY FISHING  
 2006 CALENDAR  

 April May June 
Meeting 11th 9th** 13th  

On the Water *** 

Outing 15th 
Otter Creek 

20th 
Castle Rock Creek 

The “Four Day Weekend!” 
9th—12th 

Fly Tying 12 & 26 10 & 24 None! Let’s Fish! 

Event  **Casting Clinic 
Location TBA 

*** Bass techniques on the 
Milwaukee River 

  
 

  

 July August September 
Meeting 11th  

On the Water  
8th 

On the Water  
12th 

At Yester Years Pub 

Outing TBA TBA TBA 

Fly Tying None! Let’s Fish! None! Let’s Fish! 13th and 27th 

Event    

    

Meeting: 7 pm Yesteryears Pub & Grill  9427 W. Greenfield   

Outing: Meet at 6:30 am at Park & Rides lots.  See Hatch fo r details.   

Fly Tying: New Location! Sportsmen’s Warehouse (I-43 & Moorela nd Rd.)  from 6:00 - 8:30 pm.   

Event: As indicated   

The Hatch  is the monthly newsletter of the Milwaukee Lake & Stream Fly Fishers, an incorporated 
nonprofit organization affiliated with the Federation of Fly Fishers. 
 
Milwaukee Lake & Stream Fly Fishers  meets the 2nd Tuesday  of each month at 7 p.m. at Yester-
Years Pub & Grill, 9427 W. Greenfield Ave., West Al lis, WI  
 
Meetings May through August  are on the water. Read The Hatch  for locations or go to our website 

Send correspondence to: 
Milwaukee Lake & Stream Fly Fishers , 
P.O. Box 370668 
Milwaukee, WI 53237 

Submit contributions for The Hatch  by the 20th of 
the month to: 
                       Greg Schick, Editor  
                       at: gaschick@wi.rr.com  
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