
Len Harris’ Presentation on Catching Big Trout  
 

At our February meeting Len Harris told us how he catches big trout in Southwestern Wisconsin’s numerous 
streams.  If you missed the presentation, or want to see some of his fish photographs again, go to Len’s website. 
The address is www.troutadventures.net     
 
His website is filled with photographs of big trout (browns, brookies, and rainbows) caught by his clients, Anna 
his daughter (from age 5 to 9 years), and himself.  To me the most interesting thing about these fish is that they 
have all been caught within the past four or five years, except for a couple of historic photos.  Seeing pictures of 
all these big fish probably makes us wonder “where were these fish when I was out there”?  And, why didn’t I 
catch some of them? 
 
Len’s method of catching trout, big or small, is really easy.  He does up-
stream nymphing with a weighted streamer or nymph and a strike indicator.  
He ties on woolly buggers, leeches, or similar patterns directly to a nine foot 
3X to 5X leader.  No tippets.  Doesn’t like the idea that the tippet knot may 
fail when he’s fighting the fish of a lifetime, so the fly is tied directly to the 
leader.  He’ll use the leader until it gets too short after changing flies and 
then replaces it.  Above the fly is a strike indicator (this is a fancy term for a 
bobber).  The distance from the fly to the indicator is equal to the depth of 
the water depth plus a foot or two.  Actual spacing is determined by water 
depth, current speed, and time of year.  His favorite indicators are small 
(about ½ to ¾ inches long), hard foam tubes that slide on the leader and 
are held in place by a toothpick.  His indicators identical to those used by 
walleye fishermen on traditional walleye rigs.  He places the toothpick on 
the side of the indicator closest to the fly. 
 
A four, five or six weight rod/reel/line system is all you need.  He likes soft 
action fiberglass rods. 
 
The fly is cast upstream to steep drop offs, over deep holes, next to current 
seams, in slow water, near structure, in beaver dams, and other likely look-
ing spots.  Fishing in shady areas is generally more productive than in 
bright sunny areas.  The fly is allowed to sink to the bottom and then gently 
retrieved.  If the indicator moves in a manner that is not consistent with the water flow he sets the hook.  And, 
frequently a trout will be on the line.  Speed of retrieve varies based on time of year, water temperature, and the 
mood of the fish. 
 
To find out where these big fish live and feed, Len spends a lot of time walking along area streams looking for 
these spots.  During the winter when all the weeds and brush are matted down it’s easier to slowly walk along 
the stream and search for new holding areas.  With some notes and a great memory he returns to fish these ar-
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Paradise Revisited... 
By Greg Schick 

 
The visit to Paradise Springs was made by fewer anglers this 
month than we had on New Years Day. I think the colder tempera-
ture — about 21 to 23 degrees — and the wind had a lot to do with 
it! 
 
Six intrepid anglers tried their luck this time, but only Glen Winston 
and Melvin Anderson managed to get any trout on the end of their 
line. The tried-and-true Cheerio pattern worked again this year, so 
they must still be getting fed them on a regular basis. Glen also had 
some luck with a tan / pale pink micro egg.  

 
It was fun watching the fish circle the egg as it sank towards the bottom. After a bit one of the fish would think it 
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eas.  As part of this searching process he takes time to enjoy the scenery and wonderful settings surrounding 
trout streams. 
 
Fly patterns used by Len are generally weighted with lead, have bead or cone heads, or may have a split shot 
added to the leader.  Weighting is necessary to get the fly to the bottom of the stream where those big fish are 
located.  He likes to use woolly buggers, beadhead Hornbergs, conehead turkey leeches, rabbit strip leeches, 
other leech patterns, pink squirrel and biot nymphs, reddish colored scuds, and girdle bugs. Nymphs range in 
size from 10 to 14.  Streamers are in the 4 to 10 size range..  Sometimes the patterns are bright and gaudy 
and other times they dull and non-descript.  Without Len’s experience and knowledge of catching big trout we’ll 
probably have to go through a trial and error process before we know which patterns work on a given day. 
There are lots of streams to fish in Southwest Wisconsin.  A couple of streams mentioned by Len were Tainter 
Creek, Knapp’s Creek, Pine River, and the Kickapoo.  You’ve probably got some favorites that you already 
know and they are waiting for you try out Len’s system of fly fishing.  Good Luck. 
 
If you want a reminder how much fun it is to go fishing to Len’s website and look at the smile his daughter has 
when she’s caught a big brown trout.  Website address is www.troutadventures.net  Or better yet arrange a 
guided trip with Len and learn firsthand how to catch big trout. 
 
 

(notes thanks to Dick Dragiewicz) 

Melvin’s “Cheerio Rainbow” 

Glen’s Rainbow on a Micro-egg 
 



was going to be lost in the weeds and made a strike at it!. 
 
Speaking of the weeds, there were a lot less of them this time out. I don’t know if the state got in there in the last 
month, or if they died and floated over the spillway. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
There appear to be a few new springs that have popped up, however. I found a hole about the diameter of a 
basketball and about a foot or so deep when walking along the pier side of the pond. I didn’t know it was there 
as I was watching a trout, with the result being that I was off-balance when I stepped into it. That water sure is 
cold when you fall to one side and put an arm down to break your fall! I got my right side wet up to my elbow! 
 
The picture of Melvin’s fish was taken before my camera and I got dunked! (You think I’d learn… that was the 
third time I’ve dunked that Olympus D-450 digital! It dried out later in the evening and appears to be working 
fine!) 
 
It seems every time we go to Paradise Springs we learn something new. But then, a lot of the times the fish have 
learned something new as well, and we find ourselves climbing the learning curve again! 
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By Dick Dragiewicz 

 
(Listed below are various tips and contacts Dick picked up at the Badger Fly Fishers Spring Opener) 
 
· Met Bob Melcher who knows lots about fishing the Sheboygan area...One of his favorites is a fly called the 

Sheboygan Spey... Maybe we’ll find out more about this fly as spring progresses. 
· Talked to Kip Vieth, a guide on the St. Croix who lives in Edina MN. He uses Holschlag style flies...big pop-

pers...says that someone cuts the foam for the popper with a band saw and a jig.                                        
(His website is  www.wildwoodfloattrips.com)  

· Steve Winters from Sleazy Steve uses Loctite Super Glue that he gets from Wal-Mart for his flies...also uses 
rubber cement for gluing foam sheets together. 

· John Gribb...uses Stretch Magic (from hobby shops) for legs on his flies...comes in several colors and thick-
nessess...uses Mustad 3366 for his terrestrial patterns: #14 ant, #12 beetle, #10 cricket, and  # 8 hopper....
says they work well  use foam for hoppers, etc. 

 

Above: Ken and Beth fishing in the spring hole. 
Left: Fishing peers on the pier. 
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Featured speaker was Ian James Colins.  He is a fishing guide/fly tyer/speaker from London, Ontario. 
 
Carp Fishing techniques...from Colins.. 
 
Leader is  15 to 20 foot of straight mono.. long leader used because carp are spooky and smart...leader needs to 
be degreased before using so it sinks and glare is reduced...to degrease place some dirt in a film canister and 
add a couple of drops of dishwashing detergent..mix together...use dirt to degrease the leader.  Uses 4 to 6 lb 
mono...thinks flourocarbon is better than mono 
 
Maxima and Fireline, are good for leaders.. 
 
Fisherman should be camouflaged when fishing...remove anything that is bright and shiny from vest so you don’t 
scare fish away...he uses a bag versus a vest...does this to minimize the amount of stuff being carried...says you 
only need some fly boxes, extra leader, floatant, hook sharpener.. 
 
· Carp like slow/still water Look for carp feeding...if they are just resting they won’t take the fly. Flies include 

muddler (sizes 6 to 8) minnow patterns, nymphs,  Add Gink/floatant to front  10 feet of fly line...to help it 
really float. Sometimes he uses a clear intermediate very slow sinking fly line… 

· He is totally opposed to tapered leaders. Says they are a waste of money...just a marketing scheme.. 
· Fish downstream of duck/swans that are being fed because excess food/bread will float down and the carp 

will be there to get it. 
· Use a large arbor reel with lots of backing space...large arbor better for retrieving line when fish in coming 

in.. He uses gel spun backing.. 
· Point rod tip at fly...have tip next to water...to set hook just pull back...use a very slow retrieve...don’t want to 

use the Orvis style of holding rod upright...lose control of fly and hook setting..  
· Fish Shady areas… #18 Pheasant tail nymphs,  #20 midges, Black nosed Dace,  thunder creek series. Use 

a hand twist retrieve.. Also try hares ear patterns and stoneflies 
· RedHorse...in Wisconsin river...just before Memorial Day...look for riffles...should find spawning fish.. 
· Carp are spooky..don’t false cast over them 
· Don’t weight flies...add split shot to the leader. 
· To determine water depth first cast with only a split shot on the leader then add fly. 
· Look for feeding fish.. 
· Trout flies..crayfish pattern...use it on the bottom with some split shot...or add floatant to it to use it as a Hex 

Nymph pattern...says it works well...easy to tie.. 
· Sparkle fly...is made with a mixture of gold and silver angel hair...dubbed on the body and picked out...add a 

wing of the same mixture...comb it out.. 
· Alex Midge is black thread on hook...wrapped with fine silver wire..create thorax with peacock herl...put a 

white antron wing case in place and trim..sizes 14  & 16.. 
 
Bass fishing.. 
· Leaders...4 to 6 to 8 lb...depending on water..uses Fireline...Gorilla line...it doesn’t stretch or break...hard to 

remove fly from snags...need to straighten out the hook when pulling..has geat bite sensitivity.. 
· Crayfish pattern is good...pheasant tail nymph, hares ear...small nymphs.. 
· Fish shoreline, shady areas...look for falling/lowering of water levels...stay under cover as much as possi-

ble...use camo style clothes..wade quietly 
· Test water depth with a split shot on the leader without a fly...after getting split shot to hit bottom them add 

fly.. 
· Need a programmed approach...start with dry fly, then minnow pattern, then small nymph, then big nymph, 

then streamer..use loop knots ...then move to next spot...don’t just fish with one pattern in each hole/
pocket...miss too many fish this way..go through the steps on each hole..use the system 

· Caddis flies...hex patterns in season.. 
· Start with Slow retrieve...then vary it depending on the results. 
· Watch barometric pressure...when its low stay home...watch feeding/movement of goldfish. If they are slug-

gish and on the bottom of the tank, stay home>. If they are moving go fishing.. 
· Rising water levels aren’t good for bass fishing...okay for trout 
· Keep a diary..of fishing days...check back for details.. 



· Bass will feed downstream of feeding carp...feeding carp will stir up bottom and some food will drift down-
stream...making for an easy meal for the bass.. 

· Let line hang in the current at the end of the cast...someone might take it.. 
· Look into mouth of bass to see what they are feeding on...sometimes they will regurgitate food.. 
· Short casts are better than long casts.. 
· Read Pro bass magazines for tips on how to fly fish for bass..need a programmed approach.. 
· Bass leaders are 10 to 20 feet of 4 to 6  to 8 lb straight mono. 
· Look at the water before starting to fish...look for signs of fish..  Use grass clippings for a clue to find seams 

and current patterns.. 
· Keep hooks sharp.. 
· Don’t overdo the use of flashabou type materials on flies... 
· Fish structure... 
· Retrieving speed is directly related to barometric pressure...low pressure means slow retrieve..high pressure 

means faster retrieve.. 
· Flies..Mickey Finn...tied with marabou (three colors) for slow water...tied with bucktail for fast water.. 
· Nymphs in size 6 to 8 for large...1`4 to 16 for small 
· Crayfish in the 6 to 8 size 
· Black flies at night (hex patterns) 
· Mouse/frog...cast and let sit...till all rings gone...then short tug...then pause...wait..repeat.. 
· Sink tip lines use 2 ft leaders..want fly on bottom 
· Use loop knots whenever possible.. 
· Don’t use tapered leaders...out of date..  Maxima, Vanish mono is good.. 
· Loses lots of flies each day..so he wants easy/quick to tie patterns.. 

Interesting New Products!  
 
While I don’t normally get into hyping new products 
here in the newsletter, I stumbled across a Wiscon-
sin based company that has a very unique product 
that the fly tyers out there will find interesting. 
 
How about plastic bags with zippers at BOTH ends! 
No longer do you have to fight to get your necks 
and saddles back into the bag. 
 
These bags are perfect for hackle, saddle, pheas-
ant tail, peacock hurl, flash, flashabou, and any-
thing else that has a grain. The unique patent 
pending feature about these bags is simple and 
unique. The bags are constructed using 2 mil poly 
plastic, and come in various sizes. 
 
You can quickly and easily slide the neck out of the 
bag, and then return it after use without having to 
fight “against the grain” of the feathers either way! 
 
 

20-Count Variety Pack: 
      5 -- 6"x16" Rooster Hackle/Saddle Bags 

      5 -- 6"x8" Hen Hackle/Saddle Bags 
      10 -- 3"x10" Flash/Flashabou Bags 

      24 Labels Included 
      Available for $5.99 

 
Each of the sizes is also available in individual packs. 
 
See www.troutgeek.com  or call (608) 516-7687 or 
email at geek@troutgeek.com for more details. 
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     On the Road Again... 
 
 

We’re heading out on our first “road-trip” of the new year to the fish Black Earth Creek. This will be the 
first time we’ve gone there this early in the year, but you can still expect the midges and Baetis may-
flies to populate the stream with larva and pupae and Baetis nymphs. 
 
This could be your chance to try some of the new techniques and flies that you’ve heard about at the 
TU Ice Breaker or one of the other fly shows in the area this winter. You could experiment with a new 
technique or two, also, and maybe find a new bend in the creek that holds trout. Who knows what fun 
things we’ll find — but you won’t find them unless you join in! 
 
We'll meet at the Pettit Center at 6:30 and carpool from there. Bring along a lunch and something to 
drink because if the weather is nice we’ll stay all day. 
 

 

  
 
 
 

Our March meeting will  be a “show and tell” combined with a round-table / group discussion portion. 
 
Did you find a new spot that you’re not afraid to share with others? Did you learn a new tactic or tech-
nique that helped you catch more fish? Do you have a favorite fly or pattern that you have lots of con-
fidence in? Share those and other points with club members at the March meeting.  
 
At this meeting club members will be showing us how to tie some of their favorite fly patterns, others 
will teach us how to tie and use correct knots for our fishing trips, and this year we are asking mem-
bers to tell us about the places they like to go fishing. Everyone is invited to participate in the fly tying, 
knots, and stream locations. 
 
Meeting will be March 14th, and starts at 7:00 pm at Yester Years Pub & Grill , 9427 W. Greenfield 
Ave., West Allis, WI. 
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There’s no release after this catch! 
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Officers / Board of Directors  
 
Ken Zielinski , President 
414-425-9077 
flyyeguy@wi.rr.com 
 
Al Dalphonso , Vice President 
414-541-1711 
ard423wi@ticon.net 
 
Frank Stetzer , Secretary  
414-481-8935 
stetzer@csd.uwm.edu 
 
Jim Johnson , Treasurer 
262-549-4868 
jjrdjohnson@yahoo.com 
 
Ron Wojack , Sgt. at Arms 
414-281-2947 
wojaxx@wi.rr.com 
 
Peter Alba , Member at Large 
262-780-6259 
Palba@Amfam.com 
 
Mike Drout , Member at Large 
mkd@bizwi.rr.com 
 
 

Committees:  
 
Dick Dragiewicz , Education, Programs 
847-498-3260 
obiobiobi@ameritech.net 
 
Greg Schick , Education, Fly Tying, Hatch Editor 
262-635-0522 
gaschick@wi.rr.com 
 
Ken Kurek, Food 
414-961-2356 
kkurek@cbmail.com 
 
Al Dalphonso , Membership 
414-541-1711 
ard423wi@ticon.net 
 
Ken Zielinski , Education, Outings 
414-425-9077 
flyyeguy@wi.rr.com 
 
Frank Stetzer , Web Master 
414-481-8935 
stetzer@csd.uwm.edu 

 
 
 

April 11 th will feature Tom Andersen.  Tom is the Midwest Sales Representative for Sage, Simms, 
Umpqua, etc.  He is also a fly fishing guide and fly fishing teacher with over 40 years of experience.  
His presentation is “How to be a Predator”.  This show is about what fish eat and how to effectively 
imitate these food sources with flies.  There will be lots of ideas on new flies and techniques designed 
to fool all species of fish with a fly rod.  Whether it is bass, trout, or pike start your 2006 season with a 
new bag of tricks from Tom Andersen — we’ll all become better fishermen.  
 
At our June “On the Water Meeting” Frank Stetzer and Dick Dragiewicz will talk about some of their 
smallmouth bass fishing techniques.  Frank will use his recent trip to the Menominee River area as 
the basis of his presentation.  Dick will give us information on Tim Holschlag’s smallmouth bass fish-
ing school that he attended this past summer.  Lou Gauen will give us some details on the 2006 sum-
mer trip to the Menominee River. We’ll be learning and fishing the Milwaukee River at Ehler’s Park in 
Saukville. 



MILWAUKEE LAKE & STREAM FLY FISHING  
 2006 CALENDAR  

 March April  May 

Meeting 14 11 9th** 

Outing 25th 
Black Earth Creek 

15th 
Otter Creek 

20th 
Castle Rock Creek 

Fly Tying 15 & 29 12 & 26th  10 & 24 

Event   **Casting Clinic 
Location TBA 

  
 

  

 June July August 
Meeting 13th  

On the Water *** 
11th  

On the Water  
8th 

On the Water  

Outing TBA TBA TBA 

Fly Tying None! Let’s Fish! None! Let’s Fish! None! Let’s Fish! 

Event *** Bass techniques on 
the Milwaukee River 

  

    

Meeting: 7 pm Yesteryears Pub & Grill  9427 W. Greenfield   

Outing: Meet at 6:30 am at Park & Rides lots.  See Hatch fo r details.   

Fly Tying: New Location! Sportsmen’s Warehouse (I-43 & Moorela nd Rd.)  from 6:00 - 8:00 pm.   

Event: As indicated   

The Hatch  is the monthly newsletter of the Milwaukee Lake & Stream Fly Fishers, an incorporated 
nonprofit organization affiliated with the Federation of Fly Fishers. 
 
Milwaukee Lake & Stream Fly Fishers  meets the 2nd Tuesday  of each month at 7 p.m. at Yester-
Years Pub & Grill, 9427 W. Greenfield Ave., West Al lis, WI  
 
Meetings May through August  are on the water. Read The Hatch  for locations or go to our website 

Send correspondence to: 
Milwaukee Lake & Stream Fly Fishers , 
P.O. Box 370668 
Milwaukee, WI 53237 

Submit contributions for The Hatch  by the 20th of 
the month to: 
                       Greg Schick, Editor  
                       at: gaschick@wi.rr.com  
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