
Notes from Ross Mueller’s “Tactics for Large Trout in 
the Midwest” presentation 

 
Fly selection  seemed to focus on weighted streamers and scuds, the BHP beetle, and a hackle wing 
hopper.  The flies frequently mentioned were: 
 
Girdle Bug , Wooly Bugger, Grey Leech, Marabou leech, Hex patterns, Scuds, Pink squirrel, BHP bee-
tle, Hackle Wing Hopper, and Black Cricket 
 
Best times of the year to catch big trout. 
 
The best time of the season to catch big trout is during April, June (hex hatch time), and August 
(hoppers), and during hatches.  He also thought that other times that aren’t dependent on the calendar 
were: 
 

· Immediately before a storm 
· During a light rain storm 
· After a storm when water level is rising 
· When water level is falling 
· Muddy water is okay if it’s not too dirty 
· During the early part of the season when the water is still cold he fishes very slow; he wants to 

put the fly on the bottom and then move it very, very slowly. 
 
Wading, casting, sighting fish and reading the wate r are very important fishing skills.  
 

· Wade slowly and gently and you won’t disturb the water.  If you’re a sloppy wader you’ll scare 
the fish and they’ll swim away.  One way to avoid disturbing the water is to fish from the banks 
of the stream.  Bank fishing is generally easier early in the season when the weeds are short. 

 
· Casting practice is better done before you go fishing.  You want to make sure you can put the 

fly where you want it to go on the first cast.  Occasionally circumstances may require you to be 
ambidextrous.   Learn to cast with both hands. 

 
Reading the water and sight fishing are important keys to success.  Should always try to spot fish be-
fore blind casting to possible fish locations.   Seeing the fish will enable you to develop a strategy that 
just might help you catch that 20 inch brown trout.  Look in shaded areas, fish behind cattle that may 
be in the water (creates a “San Juan shuffle” situation), look for baitfish or other food sources e.g. min-



Paradise...What could be Better? 
By Ken Zielinski 

 
It looks like I won’t have to lead the way to Paradise Springs from a Park & Ride anymore. Ron was 
the only one who was there and we had planned on riding together anyway. I guess everyone knows 
how to get there.  
 
When we arrived at Paradise the parking lot was half full and as we were getting dressed more peo-
ple showed up They weren’t all from our club, but the great majority were. It had snowed and gotten 
cold overnight so the lot was icy and hard to walk on, but the weatherman had promised a warm day 
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nows and crayfish.  Don’t scare fish with sloppy casting.  Plan your cast by analyzing the current and 
determine the best approach. 
 
Locations.   Ross named a lot of streams in Wisconsin, Iowa, and Minnesota, but he didn’t provide 
specific or even general locations.  He frequently referred to the lower ends of streams where they 
may not even be rated or listed as trout streams.  He thinks that trout migrate to different places due 
to water temperature, water disturbances, food sources, etc.  These lower areas supposedly contain 
more big fish than those that have well publicized and easily accessible locations.  So, fish locations 
that are far away from the easy access points where everyone else fishes. 
 
To find new locations that have public access take a look at Wisconsin DNR’s website called 
“Managed Lands”.  Website address is: www.dnr.state.wi.us/org/land/facilities/dnr_lands_mapping.
html 
 
This site shows land that is owned, leased, or managed by the DNR.  These locations generally al-
low public access.  
 
Dave Vetrano, from the Wisconsin DNR, has written a book that shows fishing location/access points 
in the Coulee Region.  Get a copy.  Couple of streams Ross mentioned were Waterloo in Iowa, Rush 
Creek in Minnesota, Rush Creek in Pierce County, Reads Creek in Richland County (hopper fishing), 
Hornby Creek, Waupaca River, Timber Coulee, Coon Creek, Bad Axe River, etc. 
 

The most important thing for you to do… Try to learn  something new on each fishing trip.  
 
 

(“Notes” thanks to Dick Dragiewicz) 

Is there a better way to start the year? Fishing bridge on the Yellowstone it’s not... 



and I was hoping for the best. The path to the pond had better footing and the pier and path around 
the water were much better.  
 
We spread out with some of us staying on the pier and others getting in the water. A couple members 
tried fishing from the dam. There were plenty of fish and some of them were even rising. They had just 
finished a 3 month vacation from angler pressure and you would think that would make them a bit 
more cooperative. I guess their little brains have enough room to store a little memory, and not be will-
ing to bit at the first thing we threw them.  
 
Jeff Wegend caught one on a bright chartreuse scud and a few more were caught on little midges. I 
saw one come flying out of the water Just as Ralph got up to that spot. A minute later he caught one 
there and said that it must be the same one that had jumped. Maybe he was right. It certainly was an 
active fish. Just then Joe went in the springhouse where there are always a bunch of fish cruising 
around. They are usually running from our shadows, but not that day. No sooner had Joe dropped his 
midge in the water and twitched it, then had had one on. That is the first time I ever saw anyone hook 
a fish in the springhouse. We weren’t setting the world on fire, but at least the fish were biting enough 
to make it interesting.  
 
After another hour or two we were still fishing up a storm and not freezing to death. This day was turn-
ing out just fine. Now it was time to put the final touch on it. I looked at my watch and seeing that it 
was getting late called everyone to tell them that lunch would be served shortly. We all went back to 
the parking lot where Ron was already warming up his wine. I had never had mulled wine before and it 
was just the thing for a cold winter day. Greg set up his camping table, we put out the tray of food that 
I had brought and Greg set out another large tray that was totally unexpected. Others brought cheese, 
wine, cookies; Toni even brought a large bowl of shrimp. Someone even brought a bottle of Cham-
paign. I opened up a couple bottles of  home-made wine that Barb had made.  We weren’t having a 
snack... this was a feast.  
 
Other people who weren’t part of our group came over to see what we were doing and one guy from 
Illinois took our picture to take to his fly fishing club to show them what he said was a “Real fishing 
club does on an outing.” Another guy from Illinois remembered us from a year earlier. He brought his 
whole family over to sample our feast. They didn’t stay long, but they said we sure know how to put on 
a fishing outing.  
 
All in all I think we had a great time. We didn’t catch a ton of fish, but we did catch some. Of course 
Ralph got the most, as he usually does. (I think we have to watch him a lot more closely.)  After an 
hour or two we polished of most of the food and wine and people stared leaving. It was time to go 
home and savor another successful New Years Day in Paradise. 
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First Fishing 
Of 

2006 
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Barb Jacopac was there in 
“spirits” (wine) if not  in body… 

(Thanks, Barb!) 

 

First Fishing Party 
 

 of 2006  
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Thanks to all of the folks who brought wine or 
snacks to share at our now-annual “First Fishing 
on the First” event. 
 
There even was a family from Illinois who was at 
the pond last year on Jan. 1st who joined in with 
us for some wine and cheese again this year. — 
Ed. 
 
p.s. Ken gave them membership applications so 
maybe we’ll see them fishing with us next year! 



   A Return to Paradise —  
   Springs, that is... 
 

 
We will be making a return trip to tease the trout in the pond at Paradise Springs — or is it that they’re 
gonna tease us?? 
 
With luck the weather will be as nice at the end of February as it was on January 1st! Our main hope 
is that the fish will be nicer than they were then! 
 
Now, just be forewarned that there won’t be a big wine & cheese party in the parking lot after this out-
ing like there was in January… This time we’re going to concentrate on the fish.. (Yeah, right!!) 
 
We'll be meeting at the Hales Corners Park & Ride at 7:30 for carpooling. You can meet us there or at 
Paradise Springs. This outing is usually just a morning of fishing, but if you want, bring a lunch and 
stay all day. 

We do hope you’ll join us on Saturday morning, Feb. 25th. 

 The February 14th meeting will 
feature Len Harris with his presen-
tation on “Trout Don’t Live in Ugly 
Places”.  Len will show us how he, 

and the clients he guides, catch a lot of big trout in beautiful southwest Wisconsin.  And a good por-
tion of his presentation will focus on the beautiful scenery of the Driftless Area and its streams.  Len's 
had many of his photographs published in Field & Stream and Midwest Outdoors.   
 
He's even been featured on the Tony Dean Outdoors television show.  During his 43 years of fishing, 
which includes a number of years as a fishing guide, Len has had the opportunity to fish most of the 
streams in the area.  Rumor has it that he knows all the big trout (those over 18”) in southwest Wis-
consin on a first name basis.  
 
Meeting will be Feb. 14th, and starts at 7:00 pm at Yester Years Pub & Grill , 9427 W. Greenfield 
Ave., West Allis, WI. 
 
Plan on arriving a little early and have a burger and a beer and swap some stories with others at bar 
before the meeting starts! 
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Row vs. Wade 
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Officers / Board of Directors  
 
Ken Zielinski , President 
414-425-9077 
flyyeguy@wi.rr.com 
 
Al Dalphonso , Vice President 
414-541-1711 
ard423wi@ticon.net 
 
Frank Stetzer , Secretary  
414-481-8935 
stetzer@csd.uwm.edu 
 
Jim Johnson , Treasurer 
262-549-4868 
jjrdjohnson@yahoo.com 
 
Ron Wojack , Sgt. at Arms 
414-281-2947 
wojaxx@wi.rr.com 
 
Peter Alba , Member at Large 
262-780-6259 
Palba@Amfam.com 
 
Mike Drout , Member at Large 
mkd@bizwi.rr.com 
 

Committees:  
 
Dick Dragiewicz , Programs 
847-498-3260 
obiobiobi@ameritech.net 
 
Greg Schick , Education, Fly Tying, Hatch Editor 
262-635-0522 
gaschick@wi.rr.com 
 
Ken Kurek, Food 
414-961-2356 
kkurek@cbmail.com 
 
Al Dalphonso , Membership 
414-541-1711 
ard423wi@ticon.net 
 
Ken Zielinski , Education, Outings 
414-425-9077 
flyyeguy@wi.rr.com 
 
Frank Stetzer , Web Master 
414-481-8935 
stetzer@csd.uwm.edu 

 
 

 
At the March 14 th meeting club members will be showing us how to tie some of their favorite fly pat-
terns, others will teach us how to tie and use correct knots for our fishing trips, and this year we are 
asking members to tell us about the places they like to go fishing.  Everyone is invited to participate in 
the fly tying, knots, and stream locations. 
  
On March 25th we’ll head out on our first “road-trip” of the new year to the fish Black Earth Creek. 
This will be the first time we’ve gone there this early in the year, but you can still expect the midges 
and Baetis mayflies to populate the stream with larva and nymphs. 
 
April 11 th will feature Tom Andersen.  Tom is the Midwest Sales Representative for Sage, Simms, 
Umpqua, etc.  He is also a fly fishing guide and fly fishing teacher with over 40 years of experience.  
His presentation is “How to be a Predator”.  This show is about what fish eat and how to effectively 
imitate these food sources with flies.  There will be lots of ideas on new flies and techniques designed 
to fool all species of fish with a fly rod.  Whether it is bass, trout, or pike start your 2006 season with a 
new bag of tricks from Tom Andersen — we’ll all become better fishermen.  
 
At our June “On the Water Meeting” Frank Stetzer and Dick Dragiewicz will talk about some of their 
smallmouth bass fishing techniques.  Frank will use his recent trip to the Menominee River area as the 
basis of his presentation.  Dick will give us information on Tim Holschlag’s smallmouth bass fishing 
school that he attended this past summer.  Lou Gauen will give us some details on the 2006 summer 
trip to the Menominee River. We’ll be learning and fishing the Milwaukee River at Ehler’s Park in 
Saukville. 
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 February March April  

Meeting 14 14 11 

Outing 25th 

“Return to Paradise” * 

25th 
Black Earth Creek 

15th 
Otter Creek 

Fly Tying 15th & Mar. 1st 15 & 29 12 & 26th  

Event * Springs, that is…  
  

  
 

  

 May June July 
Meeting 9th** 13th  

On the Water *** 
11th  

On the Water  

Outing 20th 
Castle Rock Creek 

TBA TBA 

Fly Tying 10 & 24 None! Let’s Fish! None! Let’s Fish! 

Event **Casting Clinic 
Location TBA 

*** Bass techniques on 
the Milwaukee River 

 

    

Meeting: 7 pm Yesteryears Pub & Grill  9427 W. Greenfield   

Outing: Meet at 6:30 am at Park & Rides lots.  See Hatch fo r details.   

Fly Tying: New Location! Sportsmen’s Warehouse (I-43 & Moorela nd Rd.)  from 6:00 - 8:00 pm.   

Event: As indicated   

The Hatch  is the monthly newsletter of the Milwaukee Lake & Stream Fly Fishers, an incorporated 
nonprofit organization affiliated with the Federation of Fly Fishers. 
 
Milwaukee Lake & Stream Fly Fishers  meets the 2nd Tuesday  of each month at 7 p.m. at Yester-
Years Pub & Grill, 9427 W. Greenfield Ave., West Al lis, WI  
 
Meetings May through August  are on the water. Read The Hatch  for locations or go to our website 

Send correspondence to: 
Milwaukee Lake & Stream Fly Fishers , 
P.O. Box 370668 
Milwaukee, WI 53237 

Submit contributions for The Hatch  by the 20th of 
the month to: 
                       Greg Schick, Editor  
                       at: gaschick@wi.rr.com  
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